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Only one manufacturer offers Total Titanium.™ 

Frame, yoke, cylinder, barrel and sideplate are drop hammer forged — 
even studs are crafted — from the highly corrosion resistant 
light weight material stronger than steel. 



Your First Choice for 
Off-Duty Carry and 
Self-defense. 


Total Titanium ™ means 
stainless steel bore liners 
in titanium barrels 
rated +Pfor use / 
with all types of 
ammunition. 


n 


f f fj 

m 

y/f 




i 1 













U.S. Army Rangers and 3 1 * 
other SpecOps troops in 
Somalia fought and died 
heroically. A new book r Black Hawk Down!, 
arguably provides the most detailed account 
of Americans in battle. Story on page - A 



ASHES OF THE A SHAU 

Tom McCarthy 

Thirty years ago, in May 1969, razor-taloned “Screaming 
Eagles” of the 101st Airborne Division heroically captured 
Hamburger Hill after 11 savage assaults. 



TERRORISM 101 

Richard L. Sherrow 

Terrorism, although hardly a new tactic, may prove to be the 
target of America’s next Cold War. In Part One of our course 
on terror, we look at how we got to where we are today. 



BLACK HAWK DOWN! 

Dale Andrade 

SOF interviews the author of Black Hawk Down! Where 
American Rangers in Somalia, outnumbered hundreds to 
one, battle for their lives in a modern-day Alamo. 



BULL IN THE CHINA SHOP 

James L. Pate 

SOF examines the top secret Cox Report that describes 
Clinton’s China policy as servicing Mainland China with a 
“Full Lewinsky” 



COLT COWBOY 

Peter G. Kokalis 

Arguably no weapon is more recognizable than Sam Colt’s 
Peacemaker. Still in production, an updated version is avail¬ 
able now to welcome the next millennium. 



COUNTERPOINT ft KUDOS 

Wayne Laugesen 

“The Thin Blurry Line” stirred up a barracks bag of contro- 
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Manchurian Candidate 


raitor. 

There was a time in American his¬ 
tory when the word traitor and 
President of the United States were never 
mentioned in the same sentence. But, the 
Clintons have succeeded in making outra¬ 
geous behavior politically correct. 

Bill’s ratings seem to go up in populari¬ 
ty polls every time some misdeed is uncov¬ 
ered. As usually liberal columnist Richard 
Cohen has noted, the rape 
charge could have raised 
Clinton’s popularity in 
the polls to about where, 

“Roosevelt was for end¬ 
ing the Great Depression 
and beating the Axis 
powers.” If that logic 
holds, the recent disclo¬ 
sures that Bill and com¬ 
pany have helped im¬ 
prove Chinese chances of 
nuking our people and 
homes ought to cause 
Americans to rise up and demand that he be 
allowed to run for a third term. 

It was a waste of time to focus 
impeachment proceedings on matters con¬ 
nected to Oval Office masturbation moti¬ 
vated by thong-snapping fat girls using cig¬ 
ars for unnatural purposes. 

Clinton’s complicity in Chinese espi¬ 
onage efforts should have been the focus of 
the impeachment. It wasn’t because Clinton 
has been able to use the cloak of national 
security to hide his complicity. By threaten¬ 
ing members of Congress with criminal 
penalties, the Clinton administration has 
managed to actually keep from the American 
people its treasonous guilt — remarkably 
outrageous, but that is how it happened. 

The initial hearings on trading secrets for 
campaign contributions held by Senator Fred 
Thompson, were all but boycotted by the net¬ 
works and failed to produce the smoking gun 
because the White House cleverly had the pro¬ 
ceedings censored by national security moni¬ 


tors. It is for that same reason that the Cox 
committee’s report on Chinese espionage has 
been blocked for release as we go to press. 

In an attempt to keep it all under wraps 
and appease the newspapers, it is fairly like¬ 
ly that National Security Advisor Sandy 
Berger will take the bayonet. Berger is a fair¬ 
ly feckless college professor who really isn’t 
up to swimming in a pool full of Hillary- 
managed spin doctors. 

Paul Redmond, the 
retired CIA chief of 
counterintelligence who 
caught Ricky Ames, said 
that the nuclear secrets 
lost are far more damag¬ 
ing to national security 
than was the case of 
Ames. He also noted that 
the current situation is 
“going to be just as bad 
as the Rosenbergs.” 

The Rosenbergs were 
strapped in the chair and 
turned into crispy critters. What do you sup¬ 
pose is going to happen to the perpetrators 
in this matter? The word of the Justice 
Department is that Wen Ho Lee, like a long 
list of other Chinese espionage assets men¬ 
tioned in connection with this administra¬ 
tion, is not likely to be prosecuted. 

It would seem outrageous to suggest that 
the president is really a Manchurian candi¬ 
date. It is more likely that he is simply a 
man with an absolute absence of any sort of 
morality. 

Not long after the president’s re-election, 
this column reported that DNC fund-raiser 
John Huang had received a top secret clear¬ 
ance at the request of Clinton and that he had 
phoned the Chinese embassy after top secret 
CIA briefings. That disclosure here and else¬ 
where, like the rape charges, didn’t get much 
attention from the mainstream press or the 
American people. This matter, which can only 
be termed treason, should be fully explored — 
because the country is in grave danger. ^ 
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Surviving on the 
Wild Side! 


THE ULTIMATE INTERNET OUTLAW 
How Surfers Steal Sex. Software, CDs, 
Games, and More Top-Secret Stuff on 
the Information Superhighway 
by Robert Merkle 

In this no-holds-barred handbook of cyber¬ 
crime, the author of Ultimate Internet 
Terrorist ; a regular on the Darkside of the 
’Net, opens the door to an electronic 
underworld brimming with hacks, cracks 
and forbidden files. 51/2x81/2, softcov- 
er, 96 pp. 

#10010502 $15.00 


CONTINGENCY CANNIBALISM 
Superhardcore Survivalism's 
Dirty Little Secret 
by Shiguro Takada 

Cannibalism is the ultimate test of the sur¬ 
vival's will to survive, and this book is a 
twisted, hilarious look at all of the hard¬ 
core decisions and gruesome details one 
needs to know. Includes case studies of 
the Conner Party, the Andes survivors and 
many more historical episodes of cannibal¬ 
ism. For entertainment purposes only. 5 
1/2x81/2, softcover, 160 pp. 
#10010544 $15.00 







FIGHT AT NIGHT 
Tools, Techniques, Tactics, 
and Training for Combat in 
Low Light and Darkness 
by Andy Stanford 

Whether on the street or on the battle¬ 
field, you can turn the darkness from a 
liability to an advantage. Here champion 
practical shooter and self-defense expert 
Andy Stanford gives you the low-down on 
the tools and techniques needed tp pre¬ 
vail over an attacker In any low-light con¬ 
flict. 51/2x81/2, softcover, photos, 
illus., 224 pp. 

#10010510 $20.00 

KNIGHTS OF DARKNESS 
Secrets of the World’s 
Deadliest Night Fighters 
by Dr. Haha Lung 

This shocking manual reveals fascinating 
secrets about the stealth and cunning 
techniques of the moshuh nanren, wolf- 
shirts, ninjas, hwarang, Spetsnaz, 
Vietcong, Navy SEALs and other night 
fighters. It includes weapons concealment 
and usage, perimeter penetration, stalk¬ 
ing, sentry removal, security systems and 
much more. For academic study only. 
51/2x81/2, softcover, Illus., 160 pp. 
#10009561 $14.00 


the Tactical Advaatagi 


with a Baton 


with a Handgun 



TACTICAL BATON 

Street Stick Personal Defense System 
with Datu Kelly S. Worden 

Learn the use of one of today’s most devastat¬ 
ing personal defense weapons with this explo¬ 
sive four-hour video course. Whether you are a 
citizen, martial artist or armed professional, 
these secrets of deployment striking, blocking, 
throwing and control techniques will give you 
the edge you need to survive a violent 
encounter. Color, approx. 120 min. per tape, 
VHS only. 

#10010429 2 Tape Set $59.95 


with New Ideas 



with New ID 


RAGNAR’S ACTION ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 
PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE 
AND PROVEN TECHNIQUES 
by Ragnar Benson 

Leam how to build weapons, trap any¬ 
thing that moves, drop out of the rat 
race, protect your privacy, elude the bad 
guys, defend yourself, change identities, 
land a job and live well - as well as a lit¬ 
tle bit about everything else that might be 
Important. 81/2x11, softcover, photos, 
illus.. 456 pp. 

#10006112 $45.00 


THE MODERN 

IDENTITY 


CHANGER 


Sm H*w to Create a 
Sew Identity fir 
Prtmytnd 
Vtrvtw rJ 
fittdw 


GUNSITE TACTICAL PISTOL 2 

In this video, Gunsite's expert instructors 
teach you the advanced elements of defen¬ 
sive pistotcraft, including presentation, 
reloading, malfunction clearances, firing 
positions, handgun ground fighting, barri¬ 
cade shooting, tactical movement, special¬ 
ized shooting positions, handgun retention 
techniques and shooting from vehicles. 

Leam why Gunslte Is the standard by which 
all others are judged. Color, approx. 40 min., 
VHS only. 

#10010569 $30.00 


THE MODERN IDENTITY CHANGER 
How to Create a New Identity for 
Privacy and Personal Freedom 
by Sheldon Charrett 

Finally, here Is an all-new instruction 
book on how to obtain a new Identity, 
produce supporting documents for it and 
use it safely in today's society. Leam 
how to get Social Security numbers, dri¬ 
ver’s licenses and more. For academic 
study only. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 

Ulus., 152 pp. 

#10008712 $20.00 


Money. Money, Money 

Making It ... 


RAGNAR’S 

GUIDE TO THE 


UNDERGROUND 


ECONOMY 


YYBMTH-BUlLDlNd 



RAGNAR’S GUIDE TO THE UNDER¬ 
GROUND ECONOMY 
by Ragnar Benson 

How would you like to get an immediate 
40- to 50-percent raise? You can if you go 
underground and stop paying taxes. 
Ragnar shows you how others are cashing 
in on the underground economy. Find out 
from them how to pick the right kind of 
work, get paid in cash, advertise your 
product or services and prepare a financial 
statement. For academic study only. 51/2 
x 8 1/2, softcover, photos, 160 pp. 
#10010262 $18.00 


WEALTH-BUILDING SECRETS 
AS PRACTICED BY THE WORLD’S 
RICHEST PEOPLE 

What the Kuwaitis Can Teach You 
about Getting Rich—and Staying Rich 
by William Beaver 

Do the Kuwaitis have a magic formula for 
getting rich - besides striking oil? No, but 
they do have four easy-to-follow secrets 
that have helped them amass fortunes for 
centuries - long before oil was discovered. 
And their secrets will work for you. 
Guaranteed. 51/2x8 1/2, softcover, pho¬ 
tos, 128 pp. 

#10009595 $16.00 


Collecting It ... 



HARD-CORE COLLECTIONS 
Brutal but Effective Techniques for 
Getting the Money 
by David DeMercurio 

Don’t miss this opportunity to find out 
what it took this private collections man 
two decades to leam; the secrets to mak¬ 
ing a good living collecting back child 
support, unpaid judgments or past-due 
bills of any kind, as well how to effect 
evictions for grateful landlords. Find out 
the legal issues and street realities of get¬ 
ting the bucks without breaking lav/s or 
jaws. 51/2x8 1/2, softcover, 128 pp. 
#10010551 S2&00 


Protecting It ... 


CREDIT 


Howto Erosa 
Bad Credit 


CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit 
Revised and Updated 
by Bob Hammond 

This expanded Credit Secrets will save 
you thousands of dollars in fees, finance 
charges and interest payments as you 
leam the very latest techniques to get rid 
of debt once and for all and establish 
good credit. Discover proven tricks used 
by lawyers, credit counselors and other 
pros who charge handsomely for their se¬ 
rvices. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 136 pp. 
#10008878 $17.00 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-392-2400, USA AND CANADA 

CAU. 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. SEND $2.00 FOR AN 80-PAGE CATALOG OF OVER 750 TITLES (FREE WITH ORDER). 

PALADIN PRESS* 

P.O. BOX 1307-9FS • BOULDER, CO 80306 • PHONE 303-443-7250 • FAX 303-442-8741 • E-MAIL SERVICE@PALADIN-PRESS.COM 
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. $ 21.00 
. $15.00 
, $25.00 
$40.00 


$20.00 

$59.95 

$14.00 


VIDEOTAPES ARE NONRETURNABLE. DEFECTIVE TAPES WILL BE REPLACED. 


Down But Not Out (video).#10009942 

More Bench-Tested Circuits.#10010080 

Guns, Bullets, and Gunfights.#10001576 

Far Beyond Defensive Techniques .. .#10009785 
Ragnar’s Action Encyclopedia, Vol. 2 . .#10008381 
Buliseyes Don't Shoot Back: 

The Complete Textbook of Point Shooting 

for Close Quarters Combat ___ .#10009017 

Advanced Ultimate Sniper: State-of-the-Art Tactics, 
Techniques, and Equipment for Military 

and Police Sniper (video).#10008050 

Workbench Silencers: 

The Art of Improvised Designs.#10002756 



j Card#_ 

□ VISA □ MASTERCARD 

□ DISCOVER □ CHECK/MONEY ORDER 

Fxp. 


! Item# 


Item# 


j Item# 


Item # 


j NAME_ 


SUBTOTAL _ 





\ ADDRESS- 


PHASE INCLUDE 

- - DnCTAfE 2 UAMhl hip 

$5.00 ! 

J CITY 


PUalAlit 5 HANULINb - 

PLEASE AILPW 2-4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


! STATE 

ZIP 

TOTAL 



• DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED • VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT WWW.PALADIN-PRESS.OO W. 


JUNE 1999 X. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


5 
































































































by Chief Warrant Officer 2 
Robert Varney, USA (Ret.) 


n was 10 October 1969. Two months into my second tour as a 
(MOS 100B) helicopter pilot, or Army aviator, I was looking 
forward to R&R in some Asian city and my 21st birthday. 
My crew and I were flying routine supply missions with ele¬ 
ments of C Company of the 227th Assault Helicopter Battalion in 
Phuoc Long Province 

Disaster 
struck in 
the form of 
an engine 


when we were diverted for 
a troop extraction mission 
to lift out an infantry com¬ 
pany from triple-canopy 
jungle. Our most recent 
extraction had resulted in 
an engagement with .50 
cal. hostile fire near the 
Cambodian border, so this 
promised to be at least 
equally hairy. 

We found the LZ to be 
a poorly prepped one-ship 

affair with several layers of canopy to dodge. Departure required 
backing a fully loaded UH-1H up through triple-canopy jungle 
while dodging the same obstacles that had slowed our approach. 
The first two trips taxed the whole crew as we coordinated our 
departure with each crew member clearing his quadrant. I was for- 

Continued on page T 2 
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stall. 



Next generation tmitq #1270 & 
Next Generation Fi^hteh #1272 

High pqrfgrmpn[£ krlp^ei and ^ 

ihKallii Par 1 Ihe 21st Ceralury 

Sandvik 12C27 high carbon, ^ 

high chromium stainless steel blades 

- treated la HR£ 

- Peep frozen (<nrggen»«) to -120°F 
=■ pgubk L draw tempered 

- Pgssivaicd ig 1 inhibit corrosion 

- Hdlgw ground, high pressure 
bend blasted blades, and buff 
polished edges 

Oval shaped Kralon O' thermoplastic 
elastomer handles 
Sintered powdered metal guards 
and butt caps 

Next Generation Tunto #1270 

Block length with 2 1 triple peaked 
serration, overall length 11 7/8" 

Next Generation Ftghler #1272 

Blade length with 2' triple peaked 
serration, overall length 12 7/8" 

Improved kydex sheaths 

INCLUDED WITH #1270 & 1272 

Knife "lacks" Fnfo sheath at contoured 

lip/gaar-d jundian and is easily 

removed by slight pressure on lip 

Thick Kydex, rolled edges and 

dou hie strut construdrgn add 

slrenglh and rigidity 

Easy on/off drop loop with snap and 

velcro plus molded belt slot for more 

permanent attachment 

Molded Elastollan’' snubber strap 

KA-BAR Knives, An Alcas Company 
Pti; 1-SOD-2B2-013Q Fm 716-373-6245 
Website: wivw.ka-bar.oom 




Products 
for 1998! 


Next Generation's 

Tanto & 
Fighter 

with Kydex sheaths ~ 


#1270 ► 
Tanto 


Knives 




#1272 ▼ 
Fighter 
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Warning: Not recommended for people under the age of 18 
Special Free Report 


Any martial arts or military gurus want to make the same offer? 

Get My FREE Report On Lethal Fighting—And I 
Guarantee For The Rest Of Your Life You won’t 
Lose Using My System. And I Put It In Writing! 

This man had 3 high-ranking black belts and over 300 street-fights in 20 years, yet 15 minutes of this 
undefeatable system he knew Jerry’s guarantee was for real Let him tell his story. 


L et me tell you buddy, when you have a little age on 
your butt and there are four Gang-Bangers shoving 
you around and making rude gestures at your wife, 
you want to act Look, I didn’t care about getting pushed 
but if they touched my wife I was in the game. Only this is 
no game. There’s four scumbags with weapons moving all 
around me. I can take one out with a kick. But by the time 
my foot comes down, two of them will stab me in the back. 
If I body-tackle the biggest and grapple him down to choke 
him out, the other 3 will just kick my head off. Or the guy 
with the gun will shoot my knee-cap off and I will be help¬ 
less as they rape my wife. 

Wake Up! Street-Fighting Skills 
Aren’t Enough!!! 

You better wake up out there, this is the real world. Not 
even my street-fighting told me how to handle this. I was 
lucky they weren’t out for blood. They just wanted to 
intimidate me. I was damn angry. Not at what happened. 
Hell, my ego wasn’t the deal. Staying alive was! I just real¬ 
ized that I spent $5,000-7,000 hard-earned dollars (not to 
mention the years) to learn what only works in a ring or a 
ca ge with referees and men that think they can street-fight. 
Yeah, they pick up a chair or use a broken bottle or knife 
but they never really know what they’re doing. Look, let’s 
just stop here, if you’ve read this far you’re probably one 
Tough SOB like me, if you’re not, stop reading this infor¬ 
mation. It’s not for the weak-willed who have to get drunk 
to get up the guts to have a slap fight It’s for you real men 
that want to know the TRUTH about lethal fighting skills. 

I knew that after 5 minutes of watching Jerry Peterson’s 
lethal SCARS® system he was nothing short of revolution¬ 
ary. He’ll change your mind about power and fear. I don’t 
know if you believe in a God but Jerry must be talking to 
him. There’s just no other answer to how he solves com¬ 
plex fighting problems. Jerry says, “It’s in the math but it 
doesn’t hurt to have God on your side.’’ Don’t make the 
mistake I did in ’93, the first time I read about this system, 
“Thinking how could it be true?” 

This Guy Is ‘‘Nothing But Hype” 

Wrong , the documentation is there. The government 
backs it up. He’s taught, developed and standardized com¬ 
bat schools for the SEALS and other Special Operations 
Forces not just in the US but also with NATO groups. 

Ask Yourself, “Can I Handle The Truth?” 
If Yqu Can, Then Here Is Real Credibility. 

Jerry Peterson’s SCARS was demonstrated on a secure 
military base, in true combat fashion, to no less than the US 
Secretary of Defense, the leading 4 Star General, plus the 
Secretary of the Navy and powerful Congressional 
Leaders. They all watched in total amazement as the 
SEAL’S executed fighting skills never before seen, 
absolutely flawless on every combat action they took using 
guns, knives, full gear, single and multi-fighting and most 
impressively their bare hands. SCARS never failed them 
and it will never fail YOU!!! 


If That Doesn’t 
Blow Your Mind This Will 

You can bet your life on this man’s credibility, 30,000 
other professional men have. You can’t waste one more day 
learning a sport system that has counters to every move. 
With SCARS you're undef eatable! Look, do you think 
Jerry could have achieved his renown credibility if the 
secret SCARS science of lethal combat could be countered. 
Absolutely not! The fact is, Jerry Peterson is the one civil¬ 
ian in the history of the USA to have accomplished such 
professional credibility. I challenge you to find one individ¬ 
ual that has ever gotten their fighting system to be reviewed 
by such powerful leaders at the same time. Of course, to 
make it more unfair, also get the official stamp of approval 
for implementing their system as required training for the 
US military. Want to check this out? Here is just one of the 
official course numbers K-431-0096, check it out with the 
Navy. I did, boy was I impressed when they gave me the 
list of what this guy has done. It only took me six months. 
Damned bureaucratic red tape! 

Want More Credibility? 

Jerry Peterson’s SCARS project is the only system ever 
to pass all the combat requirements of the United States 
Defense Department Then to go one better he raised that 
standard and personally trained the elite Navy SEALS, 
some made it some didn’t. But those that did today hold 
the coveted SCARS/CFC qualification of subject matter 
experts in the field of hand-to-hand and hand-to-weapon 
combat. By the way, this qualification becomes part of their 
official military records. In fact there would be no experts 
if Jerry Peterson did not license the SCARS-Combat 
Fighting Course to the Navy. Are you getting the picture? 
Don’t wait as I did. Don’t be fooled by the follower’s... 
You Know The ‘Little Men’ 

Ever since 1993, self-proclaimed military ‘gurus’ and 
some street-fighters have been following Jerry making 
clever claims, if you read between the lines there's nothing 
but ambiguous claims and self-given titles . Have you 
noticed nobody produces any official paperwork? 

Jerry Peterson Is Absolutely For Real 

This is what you’ll find out. Don’t wait. Let go of the 
past and leant the science of Lethal Combat. This is the 
first and only original Navy SEAL System. YOUR LIFE 
WILL DEPEND ON IT! Sorry, I’m jumping ahead let me 
explain why the martial arts can’t and won’t get the official 
documentation. First the system has to be universal to all 
men. This means that 100 men go in. One-hundred men 
come out 100% efficient in all aspects of CQB (close quar¬ 
ters battle). To prove that the government must test, and test 
SCARS they did, for over five years in real field condi¬ 
tions, on all terrains, including water with real weapons and 
in real conflicts. I’m not going to get into all the govern¬ 
ment testing, that will take forever. Plus there are some we 
can’t talk about. But in all those years SCARS never failed 
EVER!! And that's why it’s still the standard. 

In Fact SCARS Set “New Standards”... for 

hand to hand, knife fighting, rifle combat, and much more. 
SCARS is also taking the Law Enforcement community by 


storm. The summer 
Olympics Special Security 
team was required to take 
our IQS-1 Series just to 
qualify to get on the team 
and YOU can have that 
same knowledge and train¬ 
ing. This is your once-in- 
a-lifetime opportunity to 
become undefea table 
(with or without a 
weapon) with the SCARS 
Professional Fighting 
System. Why? 

Because Your Life Is Worth Saving 
SCARS will not fail you. That’s why the US Navy 
SEAL’S, government agents and law enforcement agencies 
throughout the world are using this easily learned, but lethal, 
system to save lives. You will know it works after seeing 
Jerry’s powerful unbelievably easy to learn video tapes. 
Look, you’ll receive more knowledge in one hour from Jerry 
Peterson’s videos on fighting than two decades of so-called 
‘Secret’ Martial Arts. Thanks to Jerry’s revolutionary train¬ 
ing method of Gestalt, it won’t take you years, months, 
weeks, or days, in just a few short hours of watching you 
will easily handle any bad guy that comes your way!!! I 
can’t tell you the *god-like’ power you get from the truth of 
this system! 

Fm Telling You SCARS Is So Easy And So 
Devastating, It’s ‘Embarrassing’. 

You will resist at first. You will say bullsh-t! Then you 
start recalling your real fights on the street. Punches and 
kicks you have done. You try whal-if-ing everything he says. 
Why? Because he is stripping you of the lies you based your 
manhood on, he is telling you and showing the cold logic of 
the fight, ripping apart the lie of defensive action and replac¬ 
ing it with brutal science of combat. Be prepared, it’s brutal. 
The foundation of SCARS is solely mathematical, it follows 
that the results are absolute, and not emotionally motivated. 
To a layman it will seem to be quite brutal. However this is 
pure science of human movement for the purpose of protect¬ 
ing your life. Since it is science, every move in every lesson 
seamlessly adapts to all modem and ancient weapons. You 
never waste time learning useless punching and kicking or 
grappling moves that DON’T work with weapons. With 
Jerry’s system you can take the weapon out and you’re still 
a lethal fighter. SEALS using SCARS have never been beat¬ 
en. Now is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to get Jerry’s— 

Free Special Report To Receive The Same 
Knowledge As The Most Feared Men On 
Earth Navy SEALS! Just Call 

1 - 800 - 827-1239 

24-hours for a Free recorded message to get your Free 
report International, call 602-437-3143 
Check our New Website out at www.scars.com and find out 
how to become a Member to get free weekly lessons. 

Copyright 1998 Direct Action Corporation 



Jerry Peterson 
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CameiBak Hydration Systems. Built with the Passion for Excellence that has made 
BlackHawk the fasted growing tactical nylon company in the world iJfcTo find out 
more ; call forjfrpe info or the new “99 BlackHawk Catalog ($4.00) featur- 
ing over 400 of the world’s finest tactical nylon products! ijpffi 

mnmblackhawMndustnes.com 1-800-694-52 

See Your Dealer or call NOW!! (757) 436-3101 (757) 436-308 
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7 REASONS TO JOIN NOW: 1. Joining is easy. Just choose 4 books for 98$. Your bill (in¬ 
cluding shipping and handling) will come when membership is confirmed. 2. Your satisfac¬ 
tion is guaranteed. If you’re not happy with your 4 books, return them within 10 days at our 
expense . Your membership will be canceled; you'll owe nothing. 3. Save up to 40% off 
publishers’ hardcover edition prices. Just pick at least 4 more books at our regular low 
Club prices during your membership. Take up to 2 years! Then you may resign any time. 

4. Extra bonus! Take a 5th book now for $4.99, plus shipping and handling, and reduce your 
membership agreement to only 3 books. 5. A FREE Club Magazine comes to you up to 17 
times a year. Each reviews the Featured Book Selections plus dozens of alternate books. 


Some are exclusive Club editions you won't find anywhere else. Every book we offer is a 
high-quality, full-text edition, sometimes altered in size to fit special presses. Look for up to 
2 special issues a year with super selections and more discounts. 6. Ordering is risk-free. 
Featured Book Selections are sent to you automatically. To cancel—or order other books— 
simply mail in your Member Reply Form or contact our Web site by the marked date. Ship¬ 
ping and handling (plus sales tax, where applicable) is added to each order. You'll always 
have 10 days to decide. If your Member Reply Form is late and unwanted books arrive, 
please return them at our expense. 7. Easy ordering through the mail or via our Web site: 

WWW.MlLITARYB00KCLUB.C0m 
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The texture of a hand-tooled stock... 


The certainty that you can punch 
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Please write book 
numbers here: 


E^/M InMAIL TO: The Military Book Club 9 
1 Ij/ffl IP \ / 6550 East 30th Street 

IHi /feU 1 1 [J P.O. Box 6357 

3QOK CL U B ++ Indianapolis, IN 

mm \h M tl'J !t H IHiUffTnl 46206-6357 

YES! Please enroll me in The Military Book Club according to the 
risk-free membership plan described in this ad. Send me the 4 BOOKS 
I’ve indicated. Bill me just 98c, plus shipping and handling. 

If you are under 18, your parent must sign here:_ 

SAVE EVEN MORE! Send me this book (write book number) 
now and reduce my commitment to 3 books. Bill 
me an added $4.99, plus shipping and handling. I I I I I 
(Books that count as 2 choices are not eligible.) PS435 96 

Mr./Mrs. 

Miss/Ms_ 

(please print) 

Address_ 


City-State_Zl P_ 

Members accepted In U.5.A. only. Sales tax added where applicable. We reserve the right to reject any application. 
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If you select a book that 
counts as 2 choices, write 
the first 4 digits of the book 
number in one row of boxes 
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Continued from page 6 


tunate to have an excellent crew and their professionalism made me 
proud to work with them. The third trip was somewhat easier 
because we burned off fuel and became accustomed to the tension. 

Then disaster struck in the form of an engine compressor stall. 

I felt my ship settle and then with a jolt it started down, bouncing 
off trees as it crashed to the ground. Autorotation isn’t an option 
when you’re stuck in the third canopy of a tropical rain forest. My 
face struck the cyclic control and the world took on a surreal look as 
we hit the ground. As my senses returned, I looked up at a couple of 
grunts approaching the wreckage. I was still strapped into the seat 


but was resting on the ground — in the jungle of a mangled UH-1H. 
The crackle of small arms fire was closing on us! 

I released my shoulder harness but was unable to pull my right 
foot from the remains of the instrument panel and battery compart¬ 
ment. One of the grunts screamed that I needed to get out as the ship 
was burning! I yelled back my situation and held out my arm and 
told them not to worry about breaking anything but to get me out! 
Then the flames roared up and the ammunition began to cook-off. 

I told them to get my co-pilot but they were shielding their faces 
and backing away from the heat. To this day, I don’t know what 

Continued on page 68 



“Check your canopy.” 25th Infantry Div. troops lie in wait amid Extraction birds inbound as ARVN troops beat feet for safety, 
double- and triple-canopy jungle. Robert Varney's Huey nearly killed him. 
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CONVERTS TO CARBINE W/O TOOLS 
GAS ADJUSTMENT KNOB 
GAS OPERATED, PISTON DRIVEN 
ROTATING BOLT 


.223 REM 

MADE IN THE USA 
QUICK CHANGE BARREL 
TWO STAGE TRIGGER 
BOLT HOLD OPEN 


30 ROUND MAG NOT INCLUDED 
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ROBINSON ARMAMENT CO. 
2975 SOUTH 300 WEST 
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 841 15 


PHONE: 

FAX: 

EMAIL: 


801-485-1012 

801-484-4363 

ZDF@ROBARM.COM 


FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.ROBARM.COM 


COPYRIGHT ROBINSON ARMAMENT CO. 1999 
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AN ARMY HOSPITAL IS HIDDEN IN A MOUNTAIN. 


A HIGHWAY DOUBLES AS A RUNWAY 


The assignment was pliers. The 


engineers were Yiclorinox/’ makers 


of the Original Swiss Army Knife. 


The result was far from ordinary. 


Twenty-three tools fashioned from 


stainless steel. Each can be accessed 


easily and quickly - without needing 


to open the pliers lirsf, Each Iqo! 


operates on its own spring, opening 


individually and never in a cluster 


And once opened, every tool locks 


firmly into place. We call it the 


SwissTool. From the country where 


few things serve merely one purpose 


a — 


VICTORINOX 


AVAILABLE AT PARTICIPATING EXCHANGES WORLDWIDE 


©1 998 Swiss Army Brands. Inc. 800-442-2706 swissarmy.com 










A Hero 

I was deeply sad¬ 
dened to learn of the 
passing of MSG Bena¬ 
videz via your magazine. 
I first learned of the man 
and his heroic deeds back 
in the early ’80s just prior to President 
Reagan presenting him with the MOH. I 
immediately realized that this man and the 
actions he took during the conflict were to 
be used as a role model for myself. Such acts 
of selflessness are the things legends are 
made of. It is due to the sacrifice of men 
such as the Master Sergeant that we are 
Americans, and far too many people do not 
understand or appreciate such things. While 
I never met the man, his life influenced the 
way I lead mine in many ways. I enlisted in 
’85, and served six years (back when it was 
fun) but never had the opportunity to do 
anything even modestly heroic. I’d like to 
think if I had, the actions of MSG Benavidez 
would have inspired me to courage. 

With the passing of so many great war¬ 
riors recently, Valhalla must be a pretty hap¬ 
pening place right about now. 

God bless America and such men who 
have made her great. 

John Denny 

Via e-mail 


Executive Outcomes 

I recently came across an issue with an 
article about mere wars. In it there was an 
employer by the name of Executive 
Outcomes. Does anyone in the staff there 
know of a way to contact this employer? I’d 
appreciate any help. I purchase your maga¬ 
zine consistently when it’s at the PX. 
Thanks for the great articles. 

Name Withheld 

Camp Lejune, NC 

As we noted in the March issue's 
“Bulletin Board Column, " Executive 
Outcomes 7 hoard of directors voted last 
December to wind up the company's busi¬ 
ness and fold their tents as of 1 January 
1999. Their services were well received by 
their many clients and it would not surprise 
us if sometime in the future at least some of 
the principals involved reappeared on the 
scene in a different uniform. Since they are 
not presently operating, they may not be in 


need of “a few good men, " but the last point 
of contact we have for them is: P.O. Box 
75255, Lynnwood Ridge, Pretoria 0040, 
South Africa; fax: 27-12-348-1158 . Recent 
laws enacted in South Africa may have sim¬ 
ply made it impractical for them to be based 
there. But there are other bases. 


ENG? 

Hey, I just subscribed and wanted info 
on civilian boot camps and extra military 
training. Please reply. 

Hooorah, 

Jason (Via e-mail) 

There are a number of various schools 
with a shingle out for various types of train¬ 
ing — some good, some worthless, some 
less-than-worthless . If you seriously want 
military training, enlist in the Army, 
Marines or Navy: Their training is good 
and they pay you and feed you . About all 
you can learn to be in a couple weeks of 
“boot camp " is a corpse. There are many 
very good schools teaching various 
advanced military, survival or weapons- 
handling skills, but they require a previous 
level of training and experience. 


Everybody's Cowing! 
Everybody's Coming! 

In the past your fine 
magazine has done arti¬ 
cles about Russian tanks 
in the USA. The tanks are 
supposed to be used for 
learning and target prac¬ 
tice. Have you ever done a 
story about UN troops 
“training” in the U.S.? I 
wonder if these troops actually leave when 
they are done? Also, the Chinese govern¬ 
ment has large “free trade zones” in the U.S. 
but, I heard that these zones are not under 
business license, but under diplomatic 
license. That means that we can not inspect 
them. What are the Chi-coms bringing in? 

Ray Field Clement, Jr. 

Philadelphia 

Yes, we did a story on former Warsaw- 
pact armor in the U.S. — we even got to 
drive some around the desert, and, yes, it 
was bought/scrounged for intelligence 


efforts and training purposes, and that is 
what it's being used for (The idea insinuat¬ 
ed by some tabloids [rhymes with para¬ 
noids] that somebody is stockpiling commie 
tanks in this country for use against the 
American people is so abysmally “stooopid” 
as to not receive an answer, but here's a 
question in reply: Why the hell would any¬ 
one try to smuggle in inferior former-Soviet 
armor, when there would be no ammo or 
spares, when “they" could use the better 
American-made stuff that's already here?). 

Yes, we did more than one story on the 
various “UN" [sic] troops training here. 
That they now include troops from former 
communist-controlled countries was news 
(usually as part of the “Partnership for 
Peace" program for NATO wannabes). That 
foreign troops were training here was not 
news, as there have been a “bazillion" for¬ 
eign troops trained here under various 
exchange programs over the years. A good 
proportion of them were from South America 
(golly, where was the armed takeover from 
these Latino troops?). And yes, these 
exchange-program troops have been going 
home again (except for a couple Albanians 
we mentioned who went AWOL from a base¬ 
ball game and were last seen headed for 
Philadelphia, where one of them had family). 

Current Chinese “commercial" opera¬ 
tions on the West Coast, however, are a tiger 
of a different stripe. Most PRC commercial 
interests are owned by government entities — 
and it is well blown that their company offi¬ 
cials usually wear more than one hat — often 
even carrying military rank. They've already 
been caught smuggling guns and making ille¬ 
gal campaign contributions, and we can 
assume that's only the tip of the iceberg. 


Love The Luftwaffe 

After you pooh- 
poohed the presence of 
German air force person¬ 
nel in New Mexico, I was 
pretty determined to can¬ 
cel my subscription, or not 
to renew. However, with the Y2K, China- 
Gate, militarized police-type articles, I may 
have to reconsider. 

I do want to make you aware that, 
according to Chittum [on the Internet] these 
good ole boys have claimed diplomatic 
immunity. If this can be established for 
these defenders of something other than our 
constitution, the door may. be opened for all 
manner of murder and mayhem. And as you 
know, the trend is for more, not less, of 
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A thin blue line separates the law- 
abiders from the anarchists, radicals, 
terrorists, gangsters and kooks. Join 
the good guys and execute SWAT 
strategies and tactics. Or, express vour 
views with grenades, sniper rifles, and 


hostages as cover. 


Ho two missions are alike. 


A MASTERPIECE OF A GAME 

“A masterpiece of a game. SWAT2 is 
more than anything you could want 
in a real-time strategy game.” 

- Blank Gaming 


CAN’T GET ANY BETTER 

“Just when you think the Police 
Quest series can’t get any better, 
Sierra FX outdoes itself again with 
the successor to the wildly successful 
SWAT, namely SWAT2” 

- Daily Southtown 


So pledge to keep the peace, or bring 


society to its knees. 


VERY REALISTIC 

“Very realistic to what I do in a real life 
situation.” 

- Rick Massa, SWAT Officer, 16 Year 
Veteran 

REVIEWER’S CHOICE AWARD 

“ SWAT2 is possibly a strategy 
gamer’s dream come true. ...therefore, 
SWAT 2 has been awarded the presti¬ 
gious Game Post Reviewer’s Choice 
Award, and personally I can’t think of 
any game that deserves it more.” 

- GamePost 


R Qame Post 
eviewers 
CHOICE 



AMAZING NEW 
BEST SEILER! 


Available for 

wiNgsygs cd-rom. 


Visit your retailer 
or call direct at 
BQQ-757-7707. 


www.sierrafx.com 


Cl999 Sierra On-Line, Inc. Afl rights reserved. ® and ™ designate trademarks of, or Bcensed to Sierra On-Line, Inc. 








Chambers the 
50BMG cartridge! 

• All steel construction 


• 30.4 pounds • 45.5 inch LOA 

• Thumb safety and bolt stop safety 

• Very low recoil like a 12 gauge shotgun 

• Single shot breech loading bolt action bull pup 

• Alatch grade chamber (requires match grade ammo) 

• 36 inch 1:16 twist heavy barrel with compensator 

• 4340 alloy steel bolt (Mil Spec 5000) f heat treated to 46 R/C 

• 4140 alloy steel receiver , heat treated to 42 R/C 

• Comes complete with bipod , scope mount , leather cheek pad 
and hard carry case. Scope sold separately. 


Unsurpassed Accuracy and Impact! 



TRIPOD AND 
PINTEL MOUNT 

Lightweight tripod with positive locking eleva¬ 
tion and windage adjustment. Perfect for lock¬ 
ing the Grizzly 50 Big Boar on target! A vari¬ 
ety of large game species have been taken 
using a tripod equipped Grizzly 50 Big Boar! 



BEAR ARMS WITH GRIZZLY™ 


MANUFACTURING 


4133 West Farm RD, West Jordan, UT 84088-4997 
Tel: 801-280-3505 • Fax: 801-280-1972 
www.largrizzly.com • Email: guns@largrizzly.com 



‘99 Ikhmayr 

-^Htac5tak Shotgun Accessories 

See the latest in shooting accessories from Pachmayr, 
plus the hottest tactical shotgun gear from TacStar, New for 
'99, T.C. Encore Decelerator Grip and new 4-Pack Shotshell 
Caddy. Our new 40-page catalog shows the complete line of 
Pachmayr and TacStar products, plus, special values and 
entry card for our annual “On Target” Sweepstakes. 

The color catalog is free at your dealer. 

In a rush? Send $2.00 for shipping and handling to 
Pachmayr, 475 Smith Street, Middletown, CT, 06457. 

For information, visit our website at www.pachmayr.com. 


"fhdimayr 


Dept. 184, 475 Smith St., Middletown, CT 06457 
Questions? Call toll free 1-800-423-9704 


these types of incursions, from countries 
that have not been as cozy in recent history 
as the Germans. 

Joseph L. Geiser 

I guess there’s nothing left to say except , 
why don’t you just drop by some of these 
bases and see for yourself what’s going on? 
Aside from a permanent training cadre , 
these German flyboys all go back home 
after they train, as do all other trainees here 
under various programs. Most Europeans 
are fairly courtly and polite, so they proba¬ 
bly won’t laugh at you when you ask if they 
are here to take over the countiy , although 
they may express dismay at the question or 
stifle a snigger. And buy the local sheriff a 
cup of coffee and get a handle on what sort 
of murder and mayhem has engulfed New 
Mexico thus far from the German renters . 
Stay alert and concerned — there are both 
foreign and domestic enemies that bear 
watching — but examine critically what 
comes across the Internet and from the 
tabloids . 


44 Parachute Brigade 

Looking for former members (nationals or 
foreigners) of the South African Army, es¬ 
pecially those who served with me in 44 
Parachute Brigade (Pathfinders) and the 32 
Batallion (Recce wing). Interested in corre¬ 
sponding and remembering the good old days. 

Nelson Fischbach 
PO. Box 780 
Plymouth, MA 02362 


Hoixles And Legions 

I enjoy reading your 
magazine and the many 
insightful articles con¬ 
tained therein. I was con¬ 
cerned with the accuracy 
of some of the statistics 
quoted in the “Dragon Dollars” article con¬ 
tained in the November, 1998 issue. You 
stated that “the Chinese People’s Liberation 
Army is not merely a force of 220,000,000 
men. ... ” 

My research of several authoritative 
sources indicated the PLA has less than three 
(3) million (3,000,000) men in service!? 

Ron Wannbier 

Palos Verdes Peninsula, Calif. 

The 220,000,000 number is not accurate, 
of course, but it was not a typo. It was a fig¬ 
ure that has been bandied about by the 
Chinese when they were in essence bragging 
how many combatants they could field in a 
worst-case scenario such as an attack from 
Yankee Imperialists. The 3-million number 
may even be a little high, since the PLA also 
contains a lot of people in uniform whose job 
is essentially industrial or commercial. 
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These CD’s can be read by every version of Windows, Mac and Unix versions are also included. All of these manuals 
have been formatted into .pdf files, so they can be viewed by the Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is included on these CD’s. 
These programs can be run directly from the CD; there is no need to download the manuals to your hard disk to view 
them. They can be sent to your printer, or copied to your computer for use in word processing, etc. 


FM-200 (2CD Set) $19.95 * 


2 CD set of 200 US Army field manuals for Air Traffic, Ammunition, Armor, Aviation, Engineering, Light Cavalry, 
Medical, NBC, Operations, Plumbing and Pipefitting, Rigging Techniques, Security, Survival, Terrain Analysis, 
Topographic Operations, Weapons and more. 

FM-50G $14.95* 

Includes weapons field manuals, plus operational manuals for such weapons as SKS, MIGarafld, MK19, AK-47, Sten, 
Lee Enfield, M16, M14, MAC, M60, FN-FAL, P38, Model 1917 .30 Cal US Rifle, M24 Sniper Rifle, 90 mm Recoilless 
Rifle, M9 Pistol, .45 Cal Pistol and more. A total of 50 manuals. 


MEDICS $14.95 * 

Includes FM8-230 Medical Specialist, FM8-36 Aidmans Medical Guide, and ST31_91B; the Special Forces Medical 
Handbook, FM21-11 First Aid for Soldiers, Combat Stress. NBC Protection, plus 23 other health and medical 
related manuals. 




SPEC OPS $14.95 * 

Includes the Special Forces Guerrilla Warfare manuals, SP Qps, Recon Tactics, Sniper, Scout, and 

Pathfinder manuals; Dnsen Ops, Jungle Ops, River Crossing, 
Northern Ops, FM21*75 Combat Skills, FM21-76 Survival, 
and the Ranger Handbook. A total of 33 manuals 
on all aspects of Special Operations. 

Call toll free to order 


1-800-321-2974 



Please visit our web page 
http^/w'ww’.miiitarj'-media.eoni 

We have projects in prdgi&ss that are 
announced at the web site bcforcthc 
advertised. Please check our website 


You may also 

Military Media 
7454 Lancaster Pike 
Suite 321 

Hockesssin, DE 19707 


* Please add $5.00 shipping and handling to total order. 

MasterCard and Visa' welcome, e-mail: questions © mii itarv-media.com 
Inquiries: 1-610-268-5077 Orders: 1-800-321-2974 































THE BASEMENT 
BUGGER’S BIBLE 


The Professional's Guide to 
Creating, Building, and Planting 
Custom Bugs and Wiretaps 
by Shifty Bugman 

In this rare inside look at the shadowy 
world of surveillance, you'll see how a 
pro works and the tools he uses, 
complete with blueprints of bugs built 
for big-time gigs and details of how 
the jobs went down. A hands-on tuto¬ 
rial bursting with concrete,data and 
detailed schematics. 81/2x11, soft- 
cover, photos, itlus., 328 pp. 
#10010379 $48.00 



ACQUIRING NEW ID 
How to Easily Use the 
Latest Computer Technology to 
Drop Out, Start Over, and Get 
On with Your Life 
by Ragnar Benson 
Forget about using the old "dead- 
baby's birth-certificate” ruse to get 
new ID. Everyone's on to that trick. 
What you need is the know-how to 
make your own documents on a 
home computer. And by following 
the simple instructions in here, you 
can. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, pho¬ 
tos, illus., 152 pp. 

#10006005 $20.00 



THE ART OF THE RIFLE 
by Jeff Cooper 

“Riflecraft has been completely 
ignored since World War 11," says 
Jeff Cooper, America's foremost rifle 
instructor. To remedy this situation, 
he took It upon himself to set down 
the fine art of the rifle before it was 
lost forever In his no-holds-barred 
style, Cooper instructs you in every¬ 
thing you need to know about shoot¬ 
ing the rifle, while entertaining you 
with tales of marksmanship, combat 
and big-game hunting. 8 1/2x11, 
hardcover, photos, 104 pp. 
#10008514 $29.95 


THE WHOLE SPY CATALOG _ 

by Lee Lapin 

The Whole Spy Catalog shows you exactly how to hire an ex-KGB agent, order a photograph of anyplace on earth anytime during the last 20 years, subscribe 
to an in-house FBI newsletter, utilize your fax to get an instant background check on anyone, find the person whom you can ask anything about anything for 
free, get a CIA scholarship, purchase and install the latest electronic surveillance gear and much more. Some of the professional secrets you will learn include 
the lock pick that works from 100 feet away; the $5 phone call that locates 90 percent of the population; the free on-line source to access the Library of Congress 
{five miles of stacks); a cheap, easy, quick way to turn a $45 recorder into a powerful room monitor; and what the FBI is up to at its new top-secret facility. Lee 
Lapin, the author of the How to Get Anything on Anybody series, spent 2 years and traveled more than 30,000 miles to interview top spies, information “pro¬ 
curers," detectives and surveillance experts. The results will stun you - tricks of the trade, "inside" phone numbers, ordering info and cutting-edge techniques 
to trace, track, surveil and investigate anyone or anything. 81/2x11, softcover, photos, illus., 448 pp. #10005536 $44.95 
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Mf.N TIME TERROR 
Protecting Yourself, Your 
Vessel, and Your Crew 
Against Piracy 
by Jim Gray, Mark Monday, 
and Gary Stubblefield 
Today’s pirates are more audacious 
and violent than ever. Drawing on the 
authors’ naval and SEAL team expe¬ 
rience and professional observa¬ 
tions, this manual offers sound guid¬ 
ance in detection, deterrence and 
defense as part of a comprehensive 
vessel security plan. 51/2x81/2, 
softcover, photos, illus., 72 pp. 
#10010296 $12.00 



GUERRILLAS IN THE MIST 
A Battlefield Guide to 
Clandestine Warfare 
by Boh Newman 
Foreword by Robert K. Brown 
Learn every facet of the grim, violent 
world of guerrilla warfare: basic 
fieldcraft; mines and booby traps; 
tunnel construction and strategy; 
ambushes; urban and nocturnal tac¬ 
tics; interrogation, indoctrination 
and exploitation; psyops; and more. 
For academic study only. 51/2x8 
1/2, softcover, photos, illus., 232 pp, 
#10008720 $20.00 



DO-IT-YOURSELF MEOICINE 
How to Find and Use the Most 
Effective AnUbiodcs, Painkillers, 
Anesthetics, and Dther Miracle 
Drugs... Without Costiy Doctors' 
Prescriptions or Hospitals 
by Ragnar Benson 
Ragnar gives you precise instruc¬ 
tions for securing and using the 
very latest drugs and supplies from 
mail order suppliers, animal health 
centers, military dispensaries for¬ 
eign pharmacies, and other unusu¬ 
al sources. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 
photos, illus., 128 pp. 

#10008266 $20.00 



THE Y2K COMPUTER 
CRASH SCENARIO 
What to Expect and How to 
Protect Your Assets, Your 
Credit, and Your Way of Life 
by Dr. John Mrozek 
The looming Y2K crash could have 
devastating effects on everything 
from phone service to medical and 
criminal records to mortgages; 
bank and credit card accounts; and 
investments. Get pragmatic advice 
on basic precautions you can take 
to minimize the damage. 5 1/2x8 
1/2, softcovei; 64 pp, 

#10010072 $15.00 



THE ULTIMATE 
INTERNET TERRORIST 
How Hackers, Geeks, and 
Phreaks Can Ruin Your Trip on 
the Information Superhighway 
... and What You Can Do to 
Protect Yourself 
by Robert Merkle 
This is an owner’s manual to the 
“Darkside" of the Web. Read it and 
wBep. Then do what it takes to save 
yourself from becoming roadkill on 
the Highway to Hell. 51/2x8 1/2, 
softcover, 152 pp. 

#10009231 $15.00 



THE TACTICAL 1911 
The Street Cop’s and SWAT 
Operator’s Guide to 
Employment and Maintenance 
by Dave Lauck 

The renaissance of the Colt 1911 in 
.45 ACP has caused many cops to sit 
up and take notice. Here is the only 
book you will ever need to teach you 
how to select, modify, employ and 
maintain your Cott. Included is detail¬ 
ed information on sights, magazines, 
holsters, guide rods, serrations, fin¬ 
ishes and more. 81/2x11, softcov¬ 
er, photos, illus., 152 pp. 
#10009751 $20.00 



DEAD DN 

The Long-Range Marksman's 
Guide to Extreme Accuracy 
by Tony M. Nobiitt and 
Warren Gabrilska 
Riflemen wanting to learn how to 
make first-round hits at extreme dis¬ 
tances will find this book indispensi- 
ble. Bullet flight, scopes and mounts, 
caliber and cartridge selection, 
mirage, wind values, actions, barrels, 
stocks and much more are included 
in this practical manual, 5 1/2x8 
1/2, softcover, photos, 176 pp. 
#10010106 $20.00 



THE REVENGE ENCYCLOPEDIA 

This is the mother of all revenge 
books! You'd have to buy more than 
25 books to get all the wit and wis¬ 
dom contained in this compilation 
from the best of Paladin's revenge 
books. Don’t be fooled by cheap 
imitators that claim to know how to 
get even. Paladin is still your 
revenge source when you need to 
even the score with nosy neighbors, 
bungling bureaucrats, snarly clerks 
or other pests. For entertainment 
purposes only. 8 1/2x11, softcov¬ 
er, 120 pp. 

#10001675 $20.00 



THE DRUG SCREEN MANUAL 
The Tests, the Technology, 
the Risks, the Reality 
by Dr. John Mrozek 

Although drug testing technology has 
advanced rapidly, it has outpaced the 
knowledge base of the human 
beings tasked with employing it. As a 
result, inaccurate test results are far 
from uncommon. This manual gives 
you the facts on the types of tests 
used, which drugs are tested for and 
how results can be skewed. 51/2 x 
8 1/2, softcover, 64 pp, 
#10009827 $15.00 



GET EVEN 

The Complete Book 
of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hayduke 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big 
business, government and ene¬ 
mies. These dirty tricks range from 
the simple to the elaborate, includ¬ 
ing more sophisticated schemes 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. For 
entertainment purposes oniy. 51/2 
x 8 1/2, hardcover, 208 pp, 
#10002400 $19.95 



THE SAFE HOUSE 
Setting Up and Running Your 
Own Sanctuary 
by Jefferson Mack 

This is a crucial guide for anyone in 
need of a safe place to lie low, be it 
for a while or forever. Former spy 
Jefferson Mack lays it all out in this 
fascinating manual that covers false 
flags, landlords, neighbors, surveil¬ 
lance, escape routes, interrogation 
rooms, communications monitoring 
and much more. 51/2x81/2, soft- 
cover, 96 pp. 

#10009926 $12.00 



THE PHONE BOOK 
The Latest High-Tech 
Techniques and Equipment for 
Preventing Electronic 
Eavesdropping, Recording 
Phone Calls, Ending Harassing 
Calls, and Stopping Toll Fraud 
by M.L Shannon 
To navigate the dangerous world of 
high-tech eavesdropping you need 
to get the scoop on cellular and 
mobile phones, faxes, E-mail, scan¬ 
ners, privacy laws and more, 81/2 x 
11, softcover, photos, illus., 280 pp. 
#10009777 $40.00 
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JUST SAY NO TO DRUG TESTS 
How to Beat the Whiz Quiz 
by Ed Carson 

Urinalysis is a blatant violation of 
human freedom and dignity, and now 
you can fight back! Ed Carson, who 
handled drug testing for a large U.S. 
military base, reveals how the tests 
are done and how to beat them. He 
did it successfully for eight years 
using the exact methods outlined in 
this book, Find exit how to preserve 
your life-style and keep your job. 5 
1/2x81/2, softcover, 48 pp. 
#10003754 $12.00 
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HOW TO BEAT THE 
CREDIT BUREAUS 
The Insider's Guide to 
Consumer Credit 
by Bob Hammond 
In this sequel to his best-selling 
book, Credit Secrets, Hammond 
describes the deceptive web spun 
by the powerful credit bureau syndi¬ 
cate. He tells how to get a copy of 
your credit report, interpret it and 
then force the bureaus to wipe the 
slate clean. Get back on solid finan¬ 
cial ground for good. 51/2x81/2, 
softcover, 136 pp. 

#10001642 $15.00 



ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS 
ON WEAPONRY, MILITARY 
SCIENCE, SELF-DEFENSE, 
PERSONAL FREEDOM 
AND RELATED SUBJECTS. 
SEND A COPY OF THE 
MANUSCRIPT TO: 

PALADIN PRESS 

P.O. BOX 1307 
BOULDER, CO 80306 

OR E-MAIL US AT 

editorial@paiadln-press.com 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT 
www.paiadin-pfess.com 



P.O. BOX 1307-9FS . BOULDER, CO 80306 . PHONE 303-443-7250 . FAX 303-442-8741 . E-MAIL SERVICE@PAUDIN-PRESS.COM 
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TECHNIQUES IN 
COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 
The Fine Art of Bug 
Extermination in the Real 
World of Intelligence Gathering 
by Marinetti Companies 
Legal and corporate intelligence 
gathering can cost you big. This book 
will save your assets. Included is info 
on taps, bugs, hidden cameras and 
video recorders, spectrum analyzers, 
premises searches, infrared beams 
and more written by a master coun¬ 
tersurveillance technician. 51/2x8 
1/2, softcover, illus.,120 pp. 
#10010387 $18.00 
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GET EVEN 2 
More Dirty Tricks from 
the Master of Revenge 
by George Hayduke 

Enemies beware! Here's the outra¬ 
geous sequel to the underground 
best-seller, Get Even, presenting a 
wide range of all-new dirty tricks 
people pull to gat even with big 
business bums, footloose spouses, 
lousy landlords and others. For 
entertainment purposes only! 51 /2 
x81/2, hardcover, 170 pp. 
#10004042 $19.95 


THE INVISIBLE ADVANTAGE 


A Step-by-Step Guide to Making Ghillie Suits and Custom Camouflage Accessories 
with Tom Forbes 

For the special operations warrior, hunter and outdoorsman, the ability to camouflage himself effectively can often mean the difference between failure and 
success, or between dying and surviving. For professionals seeking the ultimate in camouflage, there is only one choice: the ghillie suit. Originally developed 
by Scottish gameskeepers for use against poachers, the ghillie suit consists of a base garment covered with an assortment of burlap strips and strands. When 
arranged to duplicate the randomness of nature, the burlap forms a three-dimensional camouflage that allows the wearer to literally "melt" into the surrounding 
foliage. In this groundbreaking video, expert ghillie suit craftsman Tom Forbes teaches you how to make four different types of ghillie suit for a fraction of the 
cost of expensive commercial suits and teaches you the secrets of making custom concealment accessories to produce a state-of-the-art camouflage kit. 
What you can’t see can hurt you. Color, approx. 60 minutes, VHS only. #10009959 $ 29.95 



THE OFFICIAL SOVIET 
A KM MANUAL 
Translation by 

Maj. James F. Gebhardt (Ret) 
This military manual was originally 
issued by the Soviet Ministry of 
Defence for the AKM assault rifle and 
its folding-stock twin, the AKMS. It 
covets the history, function, mainte¬ 
nance, assembly and disassembly, 
confirmation of zero, penetration 
characteristics of various cartridges, 
trajectory and dispersion patterns, 
accessories and much more. 81/2 x 
11, softcover, illus.,120 pp. 
#10010304 $16.00 



OISK DETECTIVE 
Secrets You Must Know to 
Recover Information 
from a Computer 
by Norbert Zaenglein 
Disk Detective is designed to bring 
the secrets of recovering data from a 
PC, floppy disk or backup device to 
the average person. It includes pre¬ 
cise instructions for recovering info 
from reformatted disks or overwrit¬ 
ten files, retrieving deleted files, con¬ 
ducting key word searches, locating 
e-mail messages and much more. 5 
1/2x81/2, softcover, 112 pp. 
#10009900 $20.00 


BOOBY TRAP IDENTIFICATION 
AND RESPONSE GUIDE FOR LAW 
ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL 
by Tony L Jones 

This authoritative guide shows cops 
how to recognize and respond to 
booby traps. Includes common hid¬ 
ing spots; physical signs to be alert 
for; how to search structures, out¬ 
side sites and vehicles; the differ¬ 
ence between passive and active 
traps; how various triggers work 
and more. For academic study only. 
5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, photos, 

80 pp. 

#10010098 $18.00 


EXTREME CQB 
Fighting Secrets of the 
International Close Combat 
Instructors’ Association 

Get an inside look at the real world 
of close-quarter combat as taught 
to the worid's elite military, law 
enforcement and counterterrorist 
units. This dynamic video features 
eight of the master instructors of 
the ICCIA sharing their battle- 
proven methods of unarmed com¬ 
bat, knife fighting, weapon disarm¬ 
ing and combat groundfighting. 
Color, approx. 75 min., VHS only. 
#10010122 $39.95 



THE CLOSE-COMBAT FILES OF 


COLONEL REX APPLEGATE 
by Col. Rex Applegate and 
Maj. Chuck Melson 
The legend finally steps from the 
shadows to reveal the truth behind 
the countless stories of his service 
with the OSS. Leam firsthand of 
Coxyiei Applegate’s training and mis¬ 
sions with men like Wild Bill Donovan, 
Wiliam Fairbaim and Eric Sykes. The 
definitive reference researchers and 
historians have been awaiting for 
more than 50 years. 8 1/2 x 11, 
hardcover, photos, illus,, 208 pp, 
#10009892 $39.95 



NEW I.D. IN AMERICA 
by Anonymous 

Want one more chance at life with a 
"clean state"? Trade in your old 
identity for a new start. Here is a 
step-by-step guide to creating a 
totally new you - with a birth certifi¬ 
cate, passport, driver's license, 
Social Security number - all you 
need for breaking with your past. 5 
1/2x81/2, softcover, Ulus., 120 pp. 
#10001006 $17.00 



FUGITIVE 

How to Run, Hide, and Survive 
by Kenn Abaygo 

If you’re serious about going on the 
lam, this book may just save your 
life. Leam to build an evasion shel¬ 
ter, erect path guards, lose a pack of 
tracking dogs, enter the "Network" 
of people willing to assist evaders, 
apply natural camouflage and utilize 
primitive first aid skills. This unique 
manual exposes you to possibilities 
you never even considered. 51/2 x 
81/2, softcover, 96 pp. 
#10004216 $12.00 



ADVANCED FUGITIVE 
Running, Hiding, Surviving, 
and Thriving Forever 
by Kenn Abaygo 

In this companion to Fugitive: 
How to Run, Hide, and Survive, 
you'll leam the advanced evasion 
techniques successful fugitives 
have used to get gone and stay 
gone for long periods of time - 
perhaps forever - and you’ll benefit 
from their experience and their 
mistakes. 5 1/2x81/2, softcover, 
photos, illus., 144 pp. 

#10008522 $15.00 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 
by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced inves¬ 
tigative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick tech¬ 
nology, how polygraphs and voice lie 
detectors can be tricked and much 
more, including more than 100 
sources for spy equipment. 8 1/2 x 
11, softcover, illus., 272 pp. 
#10007680 $40.00 


THE NEW WORLD OF RUSSIAN 
SMALL ARMS AND AMMO 
by Charlie Cutshaw 

Paladin is pleased to be the first to 
bring you detailed descriptions, spec¬ 
ifications and drawings of the latest 
Russian small arms, including under¬ 
water rifles,’ weapons that use silent 
ammo, previously unknown rifles, 
handguns and grenade launchers 
used by SPETsNAZ and the heir 
apparent to the AK-47, the AN-94. 
Also Includes a chapter on the new 
ammo used by these weapons. 81/2 
x 11, hardcover, illus., 160 pp. 
#10009884 $3938 
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The Modern Survival Retreat.#10009546 ..$15.00 

The Truth About Handguns: 

Exploding the Myths, 
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The Tactical Advantage: A Definitive Study 
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and Police Snipers.#10000248 ..$39.95 

Tactical Tracking Operations.#10010114 . .$30.00 


VIDEOTAPES ARE NONRETURNABLE DEFECTIVE TAPES WILL BE REPLACED. 


PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING TITLES: 


RESPONSE CODE: 9FS 


□visa □ mastercard □ discover 


Card# 

item# 


□ CHECK/MONEY ORDER 

-Exp._ 


Item# 


item# 


item# 


NAME. 


ADDRESS _ 


| CITY_ 

I STATE- 


. ZIP- 


SUBTOTAL 

PLEASE INCLUDE 
POSTAGE & HANDLING 

PLEASE ALLOW 2-4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 

TOTAL 


$5.00 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE • DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED - VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT WWW.PALADIN-PRESS.COM 


JUNE 1999 X SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


19 





































Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell 

More homosexuals are being booted from the military than 
ever before, reports The Servicemembers Legal Defense 
Network, a gay-rights group for military personnel. The group 
calls this trend a “witch hunt” against gays, and accuses the mil¬ 
itary of flagrantly violating the so-called “don’t ask, don’t tell” 
policy. The mainstream media are also reporting this trend as if 
it’s some sort of violation on the part of the military. 

But here’s the true story: Bill Clinton and his administration 
are fully responsible for the unfortunate disappointment scores 
of gay and lesbian soldiers experience upon being kicked out of 
the military. That’s because more and more homosexuals have 
been enlisting in the military under a false premise, thanks to 
Clinton, that the military now allows homosexuals if they don’t 
flaunt their sexuality. And that’s simply not true. 


Clinton administration issued “regulations” that blatantly con¬ 
tradict the letter of the law, the spirit of the law and the inten¬ 
tions of Congress. The commander-in-chief’s regulations say 
“homosexuality is not a bar to military service.” 

Because Clinton’s not a dictator, the “regulations” are noth¬ 
ing other than a statement of his personal opinion on the matter. 
They do not supersede the law. All they do is confuse gays and 
lesbians, many of whom probably begin military careers with 
sincere beliefs they have every legal right to serve. 

So for clarity’s sake, we emphatically remind everyone 
that it is illegal for gays to serve in the military. Clinton 
would likely take issue with us, arguing confusion over the 
word “is,” or “gays,” or “illegal.” Unfortunately, Clinton’s 
inability to deal with reality serves as little comfort to gays 
and lesbians who were deceived into volunteering for eminent 
disappointment. 


Ancient Chinese Secret 


Elaine Donnelly, of Center for Military Readiness, cleared up 
the issue with some factual reporting in a recent newsletter. 
Donnelly writes that back in 1993-94, when Clinton invented the 
gay soldier issue, Congress considered adopting a version of the 
president’s “don’t ask, don’t tell” proposal. It would have 
allowed gays to serve in the military as long as they did not dis¬ 
close their sexuality. Although it was seriously considered, the 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” proposal was never adopted. 

Instead, Congress passed a law that made only one modifi¬ 
cation to military policy. It simply states that potential recruits 
will no longer be asked if they are homosexuals. The law says 
nothing about allowing gays in the military. Clinton signed it 
into law. 

The law still specifically states that homosexual acts by mil¬ 
itary personnel create “an unacceptable risk to the high standards 
of morale, good order and discipline, and unit cohesion that are 
the essence of military capability.” 

Which prompts us to ask just where in the hell anyone got 
the idea it’s OK to be gay in any branch of the United States 
military? 

From Clinton. That’s right, Clinton’s disdain for truth and 
inability to obey the law have backfired on the very people 
whom he purported to be helping. After failing to get a law 
through Congress that would allow gays in the military, the 


A selfish liar in the White House is OK, just so the 
economy flourishes and we all have really good jobs. 
Such is the American mindset, after years of media bom¬ 
bardment regarding President Clinton’s lack of moral 
grounding and inability to deal in truth. 

Over and over again in these pages, we’ve told 
readers how a president who can tell bold-faced lies to 
millions of viewers on live TV would sell Americans 
into slavery to retain his power. We’ve shown readers 
how the president is willing to risk the lives of 
American soldiers in needless wag-the-dog attacks 
designed to distract attention from his lies and person¬ 
al indiscretions. 

So nobody should be the least bit shocked to hear 
emerging news of Clinton’s efforts to keep the focus off 
of a dangerous spy situation, involving scientist Wen Ho 
Lee, at the Los Alamos lab — which contains America’s 
most sensitive nuclear secrets. 

The FBI suspects Lee’s efforts gave China all it needed to 
leap a generation ahead and build small nuclear warheads that 
can be launched from under water and aimed at the United 
States. Clinton was warned of a spy situation at Los Alamos by 
a Department of Energy official in April 1996, a time when 
wealthy Chinese agents of influence had the run of the White 
House, raising millions for the president’s re-election campaign. 
Suspicions were subsequently seconded by the FBI and CIA. 
Says the New York Times , the DOE official who first suspected a 
Chinese spy was ordered by senior administration officials not to 
tell Congress. 

“Yanked to a complete turnabout on trade policy with China 
by the Riady family and other heavy campaign contributors in 
the satellite and computer businesses, Clinton did not want 
Congress to know what the FBI and CIA and DOE suspected 
about China’s spy in Los Alamos,” writes Times columnist 
William Safire. 

Clinton hopes this story is too complicated for most 
Americans to become alarmed. But it’s really quite simple. By 
all accounts, it appears Clinton jeopardized the welfare of every 
American man, woman and child in order to keep friendly ties 
with those who were giving him cash. That makes him an 
accomplice to espionage, which carries a life sentence for pri¬ 
vate citizens. 
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Leatherwood ART Scope 

For fast-breaking news on the availability of Jim Leatherwood’s 
classic Automatic Ranging Telescope, check out their new website: 
leatherwoodoptics.com 


Hiding That Red Neck 

We personally asked Jeff 
Foxworthy, and it’s OK to be a 
redneck — but after you’ve 
spent a hour calling that old 
Tom turkey in close and your 
mouth is dry and you swallow 
hard, your bobbing Adam’s 
apple will give you away. And 
if you are on a deer stand for 
hours and the bugs get down 
your neck and you finally have 
to claw them out, you’ve just 
compromised a morning of 
stealthy sitting. 

Bug-repellent grease paint 
is available, but when you stop 


in for a brewski after the hunt you’re likely to take a lot of ribbing 
for being a SEAL wannabe. And even if you married one of those 
good women who will clean your fish and wash your clothes, she 
may well draw the line at green grease paint on the pillow. 

Bugproof, warming, face-and-neck camouflage is now available 
from Two Painted Ponies. Called the Deceptor, it is a camouflage 
dickie made from soft, supple and tightly knit fabric available in 15 
camouflage colors. Adapted from their police line, the Deceptor 
looks like an ordinary turtleneck sweater until there is a need, when 
you simply pull it up over the face and neck for instant concealment. 

Two Painted Ponies, Dept. SOF, 7616 Dover Lane, Ft. Worth, TX 
76118; phone: 877-COLLARS; fax: 817-284-2554. 


A Stitch In Time 

Ben Franklin’s old saw about a 
stitch in time saving nine isn’t just 
bad poetry — it’s true. And even if 
you’re like the rest of us and 
couldn’t do a pretty stitch to save 
the Republic, that strong but ugly 
stitch counts just the same for sav¬ 
ing the other nine. Pueblo 
Diversified Industries, contractors 
to the military, is making available 




FIVE STAR FITNESS -- AUTHENTIC MILITARY PT 


Ace the NAVY SEAL PET! 

Achieve a 100% success rate with the revolutionary 
12 Weeks to BUD/S Workout. Guaranteed! 




BOOKAND 
VIDEO JUST 


PLUS $5.00 SSH 


Whether you want to be a 
NAVY SEAL or just be as 
tough as one...you need 
this book and video. 
Covers strength, 
endurance, swimming, 
running, upper and lower 
body PT, abs, motivation, 
workout schedules... the 
works . You'll be one 
strong, hard, and ripped 
frogman in no time . This 
is the exact program that 
has helped many men 
attain optimal fitness 
and make it to BUD/S. 

It really works! 

Call Now! 


THE 

CQK^LETE GUIDE TO 

Nm SEAf. 

FITNESS 


1 - 800 - 906-1234 

Send Check or M/0 to: Hatherl&lgh Co., 11141st Ave., Ste. 500, NY, NY 10021 


ALSO AVAILABLE 



ftATES 


The Official 
Training Boot 
of the 
US Navy 
SEALS 


If you want to train like a SEAL... 
you need this boot! It’s the exact 
one used by Navy SEALs in BUD/S 
training! Lightweight, sturdy, 
comfortable. Great for work, 
weekends, paintball, too! Whole 
and half sizes, 7-12,13,14,15. 
Med & Wide. Send Just $99 plus 
$8.95 shipping. Order 2 pairs for 
just $89 each. 


ORDER N«llMf= 

CALI 1-800-906-1234 


www.getfitnow.com 
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a number of their milspec products, to include their woodland cam¬ 
ouflage sewing kit, to SOF readers. Complete with 20 OD green but¬ 
tons, 5x5-inch woodland camouflage patch, seam ripper, scissors, 
eight needles in two sizes, a unique woodland camouflage thread 
bread and (for those of us who can’t do a stitch at all) 14 safety pins 
in three sizes — all in a handy woodland cammie vinyl pouch. Retail 
price is $9.95, but SOF readers get a $2 discount, which with the 
$1.50 post and handling makes a postpaid price of $9.45. A sewing 
kit may not be the most macho item in your go pack or Y2K kit — 
but try getting along without one when you need it. 

Pueblo Diversified Industries, Dept. SOF, 2828 Granada Blvd., 
Pueblo, CO 81005; phone: 719-564-000; fax: 719-564-3407. 


Boston On Sunivlng Y2K 

Just in time with creative advice to head off or handle your Y2K 
problems, comes independence gadfly Boston T. Party and his 
hands-on, how-to tour deforce the publisher calls “the mother of all 


Y2K books.” Do you have a plan 



— and supplies — for such worst- 
case scenarios as no food, no 
water, no power ... nor even no 
phone nor police for weeks on 
end? Preparedness is neither pan¬ 
icked paranoia nor merely laying 
in a supply of extra toilet paper: 
Preparedness is simple common 
sense, harking back to the mind¬ 
set of an earlier era when every¬ 
body had put by a winter’s supply 
of food, and had a shotgun 
behind the kitchen door. The two 
keys to preparedness are plan¬ 
ning and preparation: to give 
serious thought as to what needs 


to be done, and then set about doing it in a rational fashion. 
Whatever your assessment of the potential for Y2K — or other — 
problems on the immediate horizon. Party’s large 350+ page vol¬ 
ume is an excellent place to start. If you already have things on the 
Y2K front under control, this volume is a best-yet checklist to make 
sure you have covered all the bases. Written with an entertaining 
edge, it is an easy read. Available from Paladin Press, Dept. SOF, 
Box 1307, Boulder, CO 80306; phone: 303-443-7250. 


- 


———-—— 


PVC Projects for the Outdoorsman 


Here’s nearly a hundred pages of how-to for those who can’t-do: 
Tinker-Toy engineering at its best for those who need, quickly and 
cheaply, diverse gear from snowshoes and shelters to bootdriers and 
blowguns. From windbreaks to weapons, this concise manual leads 
the outdoorsman through the construction of more than 30 projects 
requiring only a hacksaw, solvent cement and a supply of inexpen¬ 
sive PVC pipe. Even a total klutz can follow the illustrated direc¬ 


tions and save hundreds over the 
cost of comparable items at a 
sponing goods outlet. Clever 
designs and sound engineering 
guarantee good results even for 
the inept if they but follow the 
simple instructions. 

Even if you only build one pro¬ 
ject — say the ground blind or the 
teepee or the equipment raft or the 
nunchucks — the book will pay for 
itself with its first use; 96 pages, 
photos and illustrations, ISBN 1- 
58160-021-6; Paladin Press, Dept. 
SOF, Box 1307, Boulder, CO 
80306; phone: 303-443-7250. ^ 






The Duet. Might: Vision In the World. Period. 

Call us to discover why. 


EXCALIBUR ELECTRO OPTICS, 

PO BOX 400, FOGELSVILLE, PA 18051-0400 
391-9105 e-mail:xcalibur@ptdprolog.net FAX (610) 391 

1-800-797-2849 

WORLD’S LARGEST STOCKING DISTRIBUTOR OF LITTON AND OTHER HIGH QUALITY NIGHT VISION SYSTEMS 


The BEST Goggle 


The Best Weaponsights 


Aquila 4X and 6X 

US GEN m 
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Required Reading for Machine Gunners 


Kalashnikov Arms. Compiled by Alexei Nedelin; 1997; 241 
pages. Color illustrations. Military Parade, Ltd., Moscow, Russia. 
Distributed by Ironside International Publishers, Inc., P.O. Box 55, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-0055; phone: 703-684-6111; fax: 703-683 - 
5486; $49.95 plus s&h. 





My personal autographed copy of this extraordinary book was pre¬ 
sented to me by Mikhail T. Kalashnikov himself at a private dinner 
party on the occasion of the celebrations surrounding the 50th anniver¬ 
sary of the AK-47 in November 1997 in Izhevsk, Russia. No other 
book will ever come close to depicting the incredible array of proto¬ 
type and production series small arms designed by this most extraor¬ 
dinary person, as the majority of the photographs are of weapons 
stored at either the St. Petersburg Military Historical Museum of 
Artillery, or the vaults of Izhmash, where many were produced. 

The text is scant, but the color photographs are breathtaking for 
any student of modem military small arms. Many of the items illus¬ 
trated were previously completely unknown in the West. 
Kalashnikov’s second design was for a caliber 7.62x25mm subma¬ 
chine gun operating by means of delayed blowback with decelera¬ 
tion by telescopic screw pairs moving in the rear of the bolt. There 
are photos of three other submachine guns, a caliber 7.62x41mm 
(by 1947 this case’s neck was cut back by 2 mm and from that time 
forward it became known as the now ubiquitous 7.62x39mm car¬ 
tridge) carbine with features taken from the .30 Ml Garand, exper¬ 
imental semiautomatic sniper rifles, two 9x 18mm pistols, all of the 
AK-46 (caliber 7.62x41mm), AK-47 and AK-48 prototypes, the 
many subsequent experimental assault rifles, the AKM prototypes 
and experimentals — including a rifle with a peculiar “balanced 
automatic system,” an AKM with a curved 100-round magazine, the 
AK-74 series, the new AK-100 series, experimental light machine 
guns, the RPKs, the PK GPMGs, semiautomatic hunting rifles and 
the foreign variants from Bulgaria, Egypt, Hungary, East Germany, 


India, China, North Korea, Poland, Yugoslavia, Romania and, most 
surprising of all, Cuba. Even the semiautomatic-only B-WEST 
AK47S (a U.S.-made AKM-type receiver assembled with Chinese 
components) is depicted. Thus, all the more conspicuous by their 
absence are the Israeli Galil and the extensive Finnish Valmet 
Kalashnikov series. 

This truly remarkable work belongs on the bookshelf of every 
serious student of modern military weapons. It would be well-worth 
the price of admission at twice its cost. 

The Belgian Rattlesnake; The Lewis Automatic Machine Gun, A 
Social and Technical Biography of the Gun and its Inventors, by 

William Easterly; 1998; 584 pages with 686 illustrations; Collector 
Grade Publications, P.O. Box 1046, Cobourg, Ont. K9A 4W5, 
Canada; phone: 905-342-3434; fax: 905-342-3688; e-mail: 
info@collectorgrade.com; $79.95. 

This fascinating story of the Lewis gun revolves around three 
improbable characters: a homeopathic physician and two West Point 
graduates who became bitter enemies. At the end of the 19th century, 
Dr. Samuel Neal McClean filed patents for what he called his 
“Automatic Musket.” By 1906 it had evolved into a “Musket Machine 
Gun.” Major Isaac Newton Lewis recommended modifications in 
1909. Subsequent U.S. military trials were unsuccessful and the 
McClean Arms & Ordnance Co. was dissolved by the end of that year. 

Lewis himself was responsible for the design of the “air ejec¬ 
tion” cooling system (aluminum fins around the barrel) eventually 
incorporated onto the machine gun that was to bear his name. It was 
also supposed to evacuate propellant gases out the front. It is my 
considerable personal experience that it, in fact, drives the noxious 
fumes directly into the operator’s face. Lewis linked up with the 
Savage Arms Company and during the same time frame, Lewis’ 
nemesis, General William Crozier, entered the picture. He was to 
preclude adoption of the Lewis gun by the U.S. Army and force per¬ 
fection of the gun in England and Belgium. Most of the Lewis guns 
in U.S. collectors’ hands were made by the Birmingham Small 
Arms Co., Ltd. (BSA) in England and entered the country as 
DEWATs (DEactivated WAr Trophies). Fielded by the British dur¬ 
ing World War I, it became the world’s first truly effective and wide¬ 
ly distributed Light Machine Gun (LMG). 

William Easterly spent over 20 years in research and writing to 
complete this definitive history of the “Belgian Rattlesnake.” 
During World War I, the Germans envied and employed captured 
Lewis guns, as their MG08/15 “LMG” weighed 49 pounds! 
Easterly details Russian deployment of the Lewis gun chambered 
for the 7.62x54R round and the U.S. Navy’s adoption of the Lewis 
gun in .30-06. There are ample sections on both aircraft and anti¬ 
aircraft use of the Lewis gun, patents and manuals. World War I 
surplus Lewis guns in China, Czechoslovakia, Finland, Israel and 
Poland. There is also extensive coverage of both the Japanese and 
Dutch versions of the Lewis gun, Lewis rifle and pistol designs 
that never reached the production stage, and accessories, such as 
magazines, magazine carriers, mounts, sights, slings and many 

Continued on page 29 
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World-Class Handgun Champion 
And SWAT Trainer Reveals Little-Known 
Shooting Secrets That Will Save Your Life 
If You Ever Use Your Gun In Self-Defense! 

If you own or carry a handgun for self-defense, 
this is probably going to be the most important letter you’ve ever read! 

By Ben Cooley, SWAT, Hostage Rescue, and Anti-Terrorist Team Trainer; World Champion Competition Shooter 


Dear Friend, 

Its true! If there’s even the slightest 
possibility that you’ll have to use your gun some 
day for self-defense, then this is going to be 
the most important letter you’ve ever read. 
I’m not kidding . 

So please do yourself a favor: Go some place 
quiet, close the door, and tell everyone not to 
disturb you for the next 5 or 10 minutes. 

Done? Good. I’m only asking you to do this 
because I want you to carefully absorb and 
consider what I’m about to share with you. It 
really could save your life someday. 

So let me begin. First of all... 

I Have Some Good News 
And Some Bad News 

The good news is, you’re very smart if you 
own AND CARRY a handgun for self-defense 
— because today, the gun is the “martial arts” 
of the 21st Century. All the criminals and 
gang-bangers are carrying. If you’re not... 

You’re At A Serious 
Disadvantage! 

But that's not the bad news. No. The bad 
news is, even if you carry, chances are you don’t 
know how to use your gun properly in a real 
life-or-death confrontation! 

I don’t mean to offend you. I’m only saying 
this for your own good. But I know what I’m 
talking about. I’ve trained with SWAT teams, 
hostage rescue teams, and anti-terrorist teams 
for a living. I’m also a world champion handgun 
shooter at the Soldier of Fortune competition 
and other high-level competitive events. (More 
on that later.) 

So please believe me when I tell you that 
there’s a lot more to combat shooting than 
sight-alignment, target identification, stance, 
and trigger pull. A lot more! 

In fact, proper gun use in combat doesn’t have 
much to do with the “mechanical” aspects of 
shooting at all. Not at all ! All your training at 
the range shooting paper targets will do you 
no good if you’re missing the key element I’m 
going to explain in this letter, and which you 
will learn on my new video tape training course, 
“The Fighting Mindset”. 

You see, what’s more important in combat 


is what’s going on in your head — and how 
you convey that in your words, your physical 
movements, your attitude toward your 
adversary, and your willingness to shoot him. 

Hollywood Will 
Get You Killed! 

Tragically, almost everyone alive today learns 
their so-called “fighting skills” from what they 
see on TV and in the movies. I say “tragically” 
because everything you see on TV and film is 
absolutely the opposite of what you should do 
in a real-life armed confrontation! 

And yes, I know it’s almost “heresy” to say 
it, but... 

Even “Dirty Harry” Would Get 
His Head Blown Off If 
He Tried Those Stunts In 
Real life! 

How do I know ? And who am I to be 
attacking the revered Inspector Callahan? 

My name is Bennie Cooley. As I mentioned 
a moment ago, I’m a professional SWATTeam 
trainer. I have over 13 years of experience in 
Counter-Terrorism, Hostage Rescue, and 
SWAT training. I’ve seen things that would 
make your blood mn cold. 

Currently, I’m a member of an Elite Federal 
Tactics Team under the direct control of the 
Federal Goverment, (protecting “sensitive” 
installations I can’t even reveal). I have over 14 
years of intense hands-on experience in 
counter-terrorism and SWAT training—I’ve 
cross-trained with Specialized Military Units 
shrouded in secrecy, the FBI, and other “in 
deep” operations I’m not “security cleared” to 
even speak about. 

And when I’m not working with elite 
soldiers, I travel around the country as one of 
the top competitive handgun shooters in 
America. For instance... 

• I’m a 2-time Soldier Of Fortune 3-Gun 
World Champion... 

• I recendy won the 1996 USPSA 3-Gun 
Limited National Championship... 

• I’m the winner of 7 separate State and 
Regional Gun Championships... 

• And from 1991-92,1 was the Champion¬ 
ship Team Leader at the IPSC National 

www.threatresponse.com 


Championship in SWAT, Georgia. 

I’m telling you all this not to brag, but to 
show you that when it comes to shooting (and 
especially combat shooting), I know what Im 
talking about, plain and simple ... 

And Now I Can 
Teach It To You ! 

The reason I’m writing to you today is 
because I’ve recendy completed a life-long 
dream of mine: To take everything I know 
about combat shooting and teach it to the 
average, hard-working American guy who 
carries a gun for self-defense and the protection 
of his home and family. 

And these days, let’s face it... you have to 
carry. Crime is so out of control that you can’t 
even take your children to the local park 
without being in fear of some gang-bangers 
coming in and shooting innocent people. It 
happened just recently in a small town in 
Central California. Two people dead, one litde 
girl wounded because a 15-vear-old gang 
member started squeezing off rounds at 
someone he didn’t like! 

In another incident I saw on the news, an 
elderly man was taking pictures of his 
grandchildren at a playground. Two thugs 
walked up to him, demanded he give them the 
camera, and proceeded to beat the hell out of 
him — hospitalizing him with severe head injuries! 

I’m sure you see plenty of this on the news 
wherever you live. It’s everywhere — not just 
in the big cities anymore. 

It’s Enough To Turn 
A Regular Guy Into 
A Raging Vigilante! 

No, I’m not suggesting you do that. But I 
am saying that your best choice is to protect 
yourself. The police can’t protect you anymore. 
Just ask them! 

And these days, the gun is the martial arts 
of the 21st Century. Don’t let anybody tell you 
that you’re “over-reacting” if you carry a gun. 
It’s the smartest thing you could ever do. 

But to be really smart, you have to know 
how to properly use that gun in a real-life hostile 
confrontation. And as I said, unless you’ve 
already received special training from someone 
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like me, chances are you’re going to act the way 
you see “Hollywood cops” move around and 
shoot their guns on TV and film. 

And if you do that... 

You MigJitAsWell Call The 
Mortuary And Make Your 
Fkineral Arrangements Now !!! 

I’m not kidding. Unless you’ve already been 
trained, chances are you don’t know how to 
act and react in a hostile life-or-death 
confrontation with an armed aggressor. 

The truth is, there are some very special skills 
you need to know. They don’t come naturally. 
In fact, what comes “naturally’ is what will get 
you killed. You actually have to train yourself 
to overcome your natural instincts, fears, 
hesitancy, desire to escape, etc. 

In all honesty, there’s nothing “magical” 
about these skills. They all make perfect sense. 
But unless you’re trained by an expert, you’ll 
probably never figure them out on your own. 

That’s why I’m so eager to share my new 
training videos with you . I’ve just completed a 
3-tape, 4V2-hour video “training course” 
where I explain everything you need to know 
to survive and fight successfully in virtually any 
hostile confrontation you find yourself in. 

Taking the exact same skills I teach to 
SWAT teams, hostage rescue teams, and the 
anti-terrorist units of elite branches of our 
government, I give you a no-holds-barred 
“crash course ” in the physical and mental 
aspects of combat shooting. I call it... 

“The Fighting Mindset” 

You see, what really makes the difference in 
a lethal struggle is your mindset . If you don’t 
have the emotional structure to be able to fight 
in a lethal confrontation, you’re going to lose . 
That’s the honest truth. 

No matter how big your gun is... no matter 
how many rounds it holds... no matter how 
much money you had to pay for it or how 
accurate it is, you need this specialized training. 

And you can’t get it anywhere else that I 
know of, because this is the first video of its 
kind where someone with my background 
comes right out and “tells it like it is” on tape 
so you can know what I and SWAT teams 
across America know about combat shooting. 

What Will You Learn? 

Plenty. More than you could ever imagine. 
More than I could even describe in this letter. 
But let me give you some of the more 
important highlights... 

First, I start off with Equipment Selection . 
You’ll be amazed that the vast majority of 
expensive, “sophisticated” guns on the market 
today are actually bad for you in combat. 
They’ll cost you valuable reaction time! 

And you’ll discover what I regard as the 
single most effective weapon to use , bar none. 
It’s used by the best combat shooters in the 
world, as well as by hostage rescue teams, Delta 
Force, SEAL Team Six, the LAPD and 
Denver SWAT teams.. .you name it. Anybody 
who knows what they’re doing uses this type 


of gun. So should you . 

• I give you the most important rule to 
remember in a gunfight. 

• Should you carry a revolver instead of a 
semi-auto? I give you the general rule on 
how to make this crucial decision. 

• You’ll learn why you should be able to 
function your weapon with only one hand . 

It shouldn't take two. 

• I explain what a good holster should and 
should not have. Officers and soldiers have 
gotten killed because they had the wrong 
equipment. I give you 7 ‘MUSTS” for any 
holster and magazine pouch you buy. This 
information alone is extremely valuable. 

• There are no one-second “quick-draws” on 
the street. I show you what to do instead. 

• “Intermediate Force” weapons such as 
batons: Do’s and dont’s to consider. 

• If you shoot a motivated opponent in the 
heart, he can still survive for 10-15 
seconds and fight you — even kiU you! I 
thoroughly explain what to do about that! 

• The best, most effective kind of tactical 
flashlight to use — and why it’s so 
important to have one. 

• The right way to hold your flashlight and 
your gun at the same time. Other ways 
are simply not effective. They’re too hard 
to do, and they cause you to waste too 
much time getting your sights aligned on 
the target. But the method I teach you 
lets you illuminate your target and keep 
full control of your gun at the same time. 
This one little technique alone could save 
your life in a night fight. 

• I even show you the right kind of ear 
protection to use during practice and for 
real-life situations in your home. You might 
think earmuffs don’t matter, but these are 
especially important to have when an 
intruder is in your home and you have to 
investigate the noises you hear. 

As you’ll see when you watch my video, I 
have a very important rule when it comes to 
equipment: Don’t rely strictly on vour 
equipment ! The most important weapon you 
have — and indeed, the most dangerous 
weapon you have—is right between your ears. 
If you don’t learn how to use that in a real fight, 
you can have every gadget in the world and 
you’re still going to lose. 

That’s why, throughout the rest of the video 
training course, I meticulously explain 
everything you need to know to overcome any 
mistakes or misconceptions you’re now 
carrying around in your head. 

I also train you in the proven techniques of 
gun-retention and gun take-away methods. 

For instance, if someone tries to take your 
gun away from you, I show you an unbeatable 
way to keep control of the gun. It surprises the 
hell out of the person attacking you. Many 
other methods currently taught to people are 
extremely dangerous and ineffective. But with 
this simple method, you will win every time 
you use it. You can even use it if someone 
attacks you with a knife. 

I also show you how to take their gun away 
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— even if they’re holding it in your back or if 
they have you kneeling on the ground, 
“gangland execution”-style! 

Plus... 

• Even though criminals look for victims 
instead of opponents, sometimes it’s 
smarter to look like a victim! I show you 
how to do this and fool your adversary so 
you can take his gun away from him before 
he even knows what hit him! 

• To help you become better at shooting, I 
show you how to master the details — 
even the “small” stuff such as a proper grip. 

I show you a “natural” way to grip the gun 


without any effort on your part! 

• I teach you how to keep from accidentally 
putting the gun on “safe” when you’re 
under pressure in a gunfight! (It happens 
more often than you think — and it has 
cost a lot of people their lives!) 

• The tactical reload : Proper techniques that 
allow you to safely and reliably change 
magazines under pressure without 
skipping a beat. 

• Action vs. Reaction : It takes the human 
brain two-tenths of a second to process the 
information and react in response to 
someone else’s action. I teach you how to 
use this “natural law” to your advantage 
in any hostile situation. 

• Most criminals travel in pairs. Here’s how 
to take this fact into account when 
attacking the first one. 

• In any type of conflict, your mind will 
operate at “light speed” beyond your 
physical capability. I teach how to make 
sure this doesn’t work against you in a 
real fight. 

• How to go from fear to controlled anger 
in your response to a hostile threat. 

• How to train your subconscious mind to 
act properly under the pressure of a 
surprise attack . 

• How to get your enemy to immediately 
do things for you that he doesn’t even 
know he’s doing. You’ll use his human 
nature against him! 

This is all good stuff. But one of the most 
crucial things you’ll learn from this video 
training course is... 

The Vital Importance of the 
Reactionary Gao ! 

Here Wha Lit_m_ems: The average person 
can travel 14 feet in one second, and yet it takes 
a second and a half for you to react to their 
initial action. I show you how to train with 
this lethal “law of nature” in mind. 

For instance, you might think that the guy 
with the knife in his hand is far enough away 
from you that you’ll get your gun out in time 
to shoot him while he’s running toward you. 
Think again! On this tape, you’ll witness a 
dramatic demonstration of the eye-opening 
reality of “the reactionary gap”. 

And since everybody’s reactionary gap is 
different, I tell you how to know what vours is! 
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From here we move into... 

The Blood-Chilling Realities 
Of 

And yes, it is blood-chilling. The hardest 
thing we ever have to do in a hostage-rescue 
operation is walk up to that front door, ready 
to go into action. No one wears a cape in our 
business. We're all human. We all want to live 
to see our families, or see the next day. So what 
we do for a living — coming up against bad 
guys who want to kill us — requires that we 
damn well better know what we’re doing! 

Here Are Some Of The 
Key Things I Teach You 

• NOISE : What to listen for before you 
enter a room — and what to do when 
you don’t hear anything . (WARNING: 

In this case, silence can be deadly !) 

• How to “pie” a room—the one right way, 
and several wrong ways that would get 
you killed. 

• What to do once you see the intruder in 
your home. How to engage him properly 
and still protect yourself against a 
“surprise” threat from his partner. 

• The truth about “double-tapping”: 
Should you or shouldn’t you fire two 
shots at each person? 

In one segment, I actually shoot the camera 
in order to demonstrate the proper technique 
and effectiveness of the room-clearing methods 
I teach you! 

Now, some of these techniques are “obvious.” 
But most are what we call “counter-intuitive.” 
That means they’re the opposite of what you 
think you should do. 

Further along in the course, I devote a 

The All-Important Rules 
Of Action Vs, Reaction ! 

In this fascinating section, you’ll get to see 
a studly, 6' 4", 240-lb. asskicker turn into a 
quivering tower of jello as I come into the 
room in a simulated attack that dramatically 
demonstrates how you should employ the 
very same methods I teach you on this life¬ 
saving video. 

You’ll also see a 3-man test that demonstrates 
the proper use of my techniques: 3 “bad guys” 
are standing together on the street, the way 
gang-bangers do. One of them has a gun. How 
do you deal with them? It makes all the 
difference in the world — whether you live or 
die. Watch this segment over and over again 
and ingrain it into your subconscious, and 
practice it with friends. 

You’ll also receive a “crash course” on the 
laws regarding the use of deadly force by 
civilians, such as... 

How To Acquire 
The Survival Mindset! 


Room-Clearing 


Basically, you’re in a survival situation 
right now. 

That’s how bad crime has become in our 


society today. You have to think about survival 
virtually every hour of every day, whether you 
like it or not. That means you have to prepare 
yourself for any possibility. Unfortunately, 
nobody is going to come up and tap you on 
the shoulder and say, “Hey, two weeks from 
now, there’s going to be a guy down at the 
convenience store and he’s going to pull a gun 
on you and try to shoot you.” Or “He’s going 
to breakinto your car and try to rape your wife.” 

If you don’t start preparing for these things 
today —both mentally and physically—then 
you’re losing already. Your attitude is too 
passive, and it will get you killed. So on my 
video, I teach you... 

• How to obtain “the survival mindset” that 
will enable you to act and react properly 
when the shit hits the fan. 

• Two lethal attitudes that destroy the 
survival mindset. How to keep yourself 
from falling victim to them. 

• The number one thing you have to do to 
win any fight. 

• How to react properly to pain and not let 
it defeat you. 

• Once the “losing” mindset has set in 
during a bad situation, you cannot reverse 
it. Here’s how to prevent it from taking 
hold in the first place. 

I’ll show you things you’re doing with your 
gun and with your physical movements that 
directly sabotage your chances for survival during 
a hostile encounter. You’re doing them and don’t 
even know it, because it’s human nature. 

You must learn what these are, understand 
them, and then purposefully avoid them in 
training so you don’t commit these fatal 
mistakes in real life. 

That’s what my video course is all about. 
I’ve put virtually everything I know into it to 
make you a highly-competent individual in the 
area of armed self-defense. 

For instance, I also train you in... 

The Highest-Level Skills 
Of Tactical Survival! 

• How to be alert to your environment at 
all times without being paranoid. I explain 
the military’s “color code” system which 
you can use in your everyday life for 
optimum security and self-reliance. 

• The most important thing to pay 
attention to when observing a stranger 
and something doesn’t “feel” right. 

• How to tell if someone is packing a gun. 

• The proper psychological and physical 
response to the threat of violence. 

• Why you should ALWAYS “draw a line” 
for your adversary to cross. 

• FACT: Criminals will normally attackyou 
first . They have the initial surprise. But I 
show you 3 ways to surprise them and re¬ 
gain the tactical surprise. 

Get this straight: Nobody’s “super-human” 
— not the criminals, not SWAT teams...no 
one ! We’re all subject to human nature. Most 
people unknowingly allow it to be used against 
them. But once you watch these tapes, you will 


understand where the “pitfalls” are—and how 
to use human nature (yours and your enemy’s) 
to your advantage. 

You Get To “Attend” One Of My 
Rare Training Courses - Free! 

Finally, for the advanced Room-Clearing 
section of the course, you’ll be taken inside one 
of my rare Training Courses for civilians. 

People just like you paid thousands of dollars 
to attend the Training Course that you’re going 
to see on this video. But you get to “be there” 
for a fraction of what it cost them. 

You’ll see the students going through exactly 
what I teach on the tapes. You’ll learn from 
their mistakes . You’ll see me teaching them, 
which is the next best thing to being there 
yourself and going through the course. 

You’ll see me going through the drills, 
showing the exact right way to do the room¬ 
clearing techniques I teach you, including... 

• The best way to secure your child’s room 
in your house. 

• How to use cover and concealment in 
your house — and how to assess your 
house and know the difference. What 
you can rely on, and what you can’t. 

• The most fatal mistake people make 
(thanks to TV and movies) when entering 
a room with a gun. 

• Why SWAT teams, hostage rescue 
teams, and anti-terrorist soldiers wear 
ski masks — and how to use this fact to 
your advantage. 

• What cops are required by law to say to a 
suspect—butyou ARENT! Once again, 
TV and movies teach you the wrong thing. 

If you do it in real life, call the mortuary. 

• The right way to move when confronting 
someone if you’ve got a gun in your hand. 
Most people do it all wrong, and they’ll 
get killed because of it. 

As part of the Room-Clearing session, I also 
give you in-depth training on... 

The Do’s And Dont’s Of 
Doorway Entries! 

Let’s say you come home late at night and 
you think someone’s inside your home who’s 
not supposed to be there. What do you do? I 
tell you the surprising answer on Tape 3. 

• I show you how to properly open a door 
if you have to enter with your gun. Most 
people make several critical mistakes 
because of TV and movies. But I show 
you the way I train SWAT teams and 
police officers to enter the room to gain 
the maximum advantage over anyone 
who’s inside, and get immediate control 
over the situation. 

• What to do if someone grabs your gun. 
This simple technique will enable you to 
keep control of the gun, fire two shots at 
your attacker, and then finish him off! 

• The pitfalls of entering a room slowly. 

• The legal aspects of who you can and 
cannot shoot , when, where, and why. 

The bottom line is that you will be in control 
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of the entire situation, from beginning to end. 
And that’s what it’s all about. 

Listen To What Experts Say 
About This Top-Level Training 

How good is the training you’ll get from 
these video tapes? Here are some comments 
from respected individuals whose lives depend 
on proper training... 

“Ben Cooleys ideas and teachings are down to 
earth and they make sense. This stuff works in the 
real world. Since taking Ben's course, I have 
improved my handling of firearms on the range and 
on the job. lamafirearms instructor, and I try to 
impart Ben's techniques andphilosophy to the officers 
I teach. I highly recommen d The Fighting Mindset 
to civilian andprofessional alike." 

— Gary Clark • Police Officer and 
Investigator •California 

Tve seen almost everything in police tactical 
training, and not a lot of things impressed me — 
until Ben Cooley came along. I was very impressed 
and saw a lot of new techniques and ideas. Ben's 
ideas are groundbreaking, new, and unique, and 
he always gives the reasons behind them,! By the 
second day of training, my tactical team was inspired 
and transformed, and returned to the job more 
confident and aware." 

— Jerry Lites • Police Officer and Leader 
of Special Response Team • Sebastopol, 
California 

Tve been a police officer for 32 years, and I have 
been through a lot of courses. None of these have 
compared with Ben Cooley's course on The Fighting 
Mindset. Learning these techniques could save your 
life in many life-threatening situations. It already 
has for me!" 

— Steve Abbott • Police Sergeant and 
Rangemaster* Visalia, California 

“1found that Ben Cooley's course dealt with real- 
life situations in a practical manner. His teaching 
deals with the brutal realities of confrontation 
scenarios and house searches. It has given our 


SWAT team valuable and proven techniques that 
work for real and save lives. I can't recommend 
this course enough!" 

— Daryl Smith • Police Officer and SWAT 
Team Leader • Fayetteville, North Carolina 

“Many instructors are knowledgeable and 
competent, but Ben Cooley truly knows how to 
communicate and inspire. Ben is one of the top 
shooters and teachers in the country, and he can 
talk to novices and professionals alike. What Tve 
learned from Ben — especially the firearms 
retention drills — has stuck with me. The 
aggressive stance and shooting on the move are 
very state of the art. ” 

—Jim Wall • IPSC Shooter • Parma, Idaho 

“The biggest change Ben Cooley internalizes in 
people is that the mind is the best and foremost 
weapon. A lot of courses tell you that if you have 
certain tools, you'll win. Ben comes around from 
the other side and shows you that your mindset 
makes all the difference. You'll learn to be in charge 
of the situation from the beginning. Nobody comes 
close to teaching what Ben Cooley teaches!" 

— Mike Voight • Professional Shooter and 
Teacher* Mesa, Arizona 

With statements like those, I hope you will 
give my new video training course, The 
Fighting Mindset , an honest try. 

It’s 3 tapes, 6-hours+ long, and it’s available 
normally for $129.97 plus $9.65 shipping and 
handling (total: 139.62). But for this special one¬ 
time introductory offer to Soldier of Fortune 
readers were offering the complete set, all three 
videos, for only $97. That’s over $30 OFF! (This 
offer will not be repeated). 

No doubt you’ve spent several hundred, 
even thousands of dollars on your weapons and 
equipment. Doesn’t it make sense to invest a 
little bit and get the training that will make 
those weapons pay off in real life? It’s a small 
price to pay for saving your life. 

Even so, you take no risk when you order 
because of... 


Special One-Time Offer for SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Readers Only! 

Learn the Powerful Combat Secrets of SWAT, Hostage Rescue, and Anti-Terrorist Teams! 
This Is Your Risk-Free Order Form for u The Fighting Mindset" by Ben Cooley 

For Fastest, Service Use Your Credit Card And Call TOLL-FREE 
1-800-899-8153 (Ask For Department BC-56) 
or FAX this form directly to: (559) 732-5537 

□ YES! I want to learn and master the elite combat shooting secrets revealed by champion handgunner and SWAT team 
trainer Ben Cooley on his life-saving new video course, the Fighting Mindset! It’s 6 hours of everything I need to use a gun 
properly for defending myself and my family! You guarantee that if I’m not absolutely delighted with what I learn from these 3 
video tapes, I can return them in 90 days and receive a full refund of every penny I paid! On that risk-free basis, how can I 
resist? Rush me The Fighting Mindset for only33E89SS£Tplus $9.65 shipping and handling. 

You pay only $97 (one time offer) Offer valid while supplies last 

□ I prefer to pay by credit card. Please charge my: □ Enclosed is my Check or Money Order for^E^C 

□ Visa □ MasterCard □ American Express ^Discover (Payable to Threat Response Solutions) 

Card#:___ Name: - 

Expires:_ Address:- 

Signature_ City:_ST: — Zip:- 

Threat Response Solutions • 606 E. Acequia, Department BC-56 • Visalia, CA 93292 

CA & VA residents add appropriate sales tax. Rush shipping available for additional charges of $10 for “2-Day" shipping and $15 for “Overnight" shipping. 
Foreign orders may require additional shipping. Call for more information. 

www.threatresponse.com 


My 100% Money-Back 
Guarantee Of Satisfaction 

When I send you these tapes, I want you to 
watch them over and over until the things I 
teach you become second-nature to you. 

I think you’re going to be thrilled with what 
you learn. 

Bur if for some reason you’re not, I don’t 
expect you to pay for them. In fact, you can 
take up to 90 days to decide if what I teach 
you is “the real thing” or not. 

Train with these tehcniques. Practice them 
and see how they feel. If you don’t believe 
they’re worth many times the price you’ve paid 
for the course, you can return the tapes within 
90 days and I’ll send you a complete refund of 
every penny you paid. 

I can’t be any fairer than that. I want you to 
be completely satisfied, or you don’t pay. 

So frankly, you have nothing to lose by giving 
this course a try. Place your order today by calling 
TOLL-FREE, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week... 

1 - 800 - 899-8153 

Ask for Dept. BC-56 

Use your credit card for faster service. Or, 
fill out the priority Order Form below and mail 
it in today. 

Your tapes will be shipped out to you within 
a few days, and I urge you to start watching 
them as soon as they arrive. You never know 
when you’re going to have to use the life-saving 
techniques and strategies I teach you. 

If you employ what you’ll learn on these 
tapes, you won’t make mistakes that can cost 
you your life (or the lives of your loved ones). 

It’s all about the tactical use of your MIND 
instead of just your equipment. That’s why I 
call the video “The Fighting Mindset.” 

You’11 call it the most valuable set of videos 
you’ve ever owned. Call now. 

Sincere best regards, 

Ben Cooley 

P.S.Here’s another testimony from one of 
my students on how effective this training is... 

*In the second day of Ben's course, I got called 
out on a search warrant with the Special Response 
Team unit. I was the scout lead-man and the first 
one into the residence. When I went in, I 
encountered two men, one of whom held a bottle 
of crack cocaine. Because of what I learnedfrom 
Ben Cooley, these guys were totally helpless. They 
were immediately on the floor, and they knew I 
was serious!” 

— J. Taylor • Police Officer and Trainer • 
Whiteville, North Carolina 

My students have paid thousands of dollars 
to attend my courses. Now you can get the 
same training on video for less than a Ben 
Franklin. 

This is a once-in-a-lifetime, risk-free 
opportunity that might not be offered to you 
again. Don’t pass it up . 
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Continued from page 24 


other accouterments. 

Both the archival and studio photogra¬ 
phy are excellent. The bibliography is 
exceptionally detailed. Only an index is 
lacking. Throughout its history, right up to 
the present day, the Lewis gun has been mis¬ 
understood and underestimated in this coun¬ 
try. Hopefully, this superb book will help to 
clear the misconceptions suiTOunding what 
was a very fine machine gun in its day. 




UP a 


Czech Firearms and Ammunition; 
History and Present, by Vladimir Dolinek 
and Vladimir Karlicky; 1995; 192 pages 
with color illustrations. Radix, spol. sr.o., 
Prague, Czech Republic. Distributed by 
Ironside International Publishers, Inc., P.0 . 
Box 55, Alexandria , VA 22313-0055; 
phone: 703-684-6111; fax: 703-683-5486; 
$49.95 plus s&h . 

There is much to interest machine gun 
buffs in this lavishly illustrated history of 
Czechoslovakian small arms. The hundreds 
of color photographs are outstanding. The 
first chapter deals with firearms develop¬ 
ments up to 1918 and the only machine gun 
illustrated is the Model 1909 Austrian- 
Hungarian water-cooled gun manufactured 
by the Skoda Works, in Pilsen. The period 
between the World Wars, 1918 to 1939, 
saw the introduction of a series of machine 
guns developed by the private Zbrojovka 
Praga. One of these guns, the Model 24 
designed by the famous Vaclav Holek, 
became a test bed at Zbrojovka Brno and 
led to the ZBvz26/30/33 light machine 
guns that, in turn, eventually led to the 
British Bren gun. During this same time 
frame, Vaclav Holek designed his Model 
37 caliber 7.92x57mm heavy machine gun. 
Incredibly complex, but beautifully execut¬ 
ed, it was a machinist’s nightmare. As there 
were more than 1,000 machining opera¬ 
tions in the receiver alone, the Model 37 
was not cost-effective and never achieved 
large-scale production. 

World War II saw development of the 
Koucky brothers’ ZK 403 submachine gun. 
Subsequent to World War II, this evolved 
into the ZKK 466 SMG, which featured a 
tilting magazine (a forerunner of the French 
MAT49). During this time frame, the 
Koucky brothers also developed the ZK 383 
H and the ZK 480. None of these designs 
went into series production. Jaroslav Hole- 
cek’s CZ 447 led to his CZ 23/24/25/26 sub¬ 
machine guns that were adopted by the 
Czech military and much copied during 
Uziel Gal’s development of the UZI. In the 
1950s and 1960s the Model 58 assault rifle 
was developed, as well as the infamous 
Model 61 Scorpion submachine gun and the 
Models 52,52/57 and 59 light machine guns. 

Czechoslovakia’s history of small arms 
design and production stands far above any 
other country of its size. Czech Firearms 
and Ammunition is a fitting testimony to this 
rich tradition. Highly recommended. ^ 


CORKSCREW AND TWEEZERS NOT INCLUDED. EVER. 

The SpecialLt( I Knife 

If you’re looking for a cute pocket knife, this 
baby might hurt your sensitive little eyes. 
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BAUMWERK-SOUNGEN 

TRUSTED SINCE 1869. 


Comes with a highly-versatile, nine-position carrying sheath patented by Bud Nealy. 
FOR A FREE CATALOG OF OVER 175 KNIVES, 1.800.992.6537 EXT. 1113, WWW.BOKERUSA.COM 
OR WRITE TO US AT BOKER USA, INC., 1550 BALSAM ST. LAKEWOOD, CO 80215 



STEINER MILITARY/M 


Battle Tested & Ready 

They've stood up to some of the toughest conditions in 
the world. That's what makes these rugged, lightweight 
Steiner binoculars the free worlds leading military 
binoculars. So whatever action you have in 
mind-whatever environment you challenge- A I 
Steiner stands ready with optics that deliver ' \ 
sharp, crisp images with German precision. ^ 

The Steiner 8 x 30 Military/Marine. Once focused, its 
sharp from 20 yards out for fast recognition of your 
target. Also available in Sx 30, 7x 35, 7 x50, 

9x40 and 19 x 59 models. 

Pioneer Research 

97 Foster Rd.. Moorestown, NJ 08057-1118 
(609)866-9191, (800)257-7742, Fax:(609)866-8615 
Steiner Optlk Canada, Inc. 

52 Chatham St., West, Suite 300, 

Windsor, Ontario N9A 5M6 Canada (519)258-7263 
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UNITED STATES 

Readiness Crisis: San Diego Union-Tribune reports Navy SEALs suffer from sudden, 
dramatic drop in reeniistments among veteran personnel. Retention rate falls from 90% 
to 68%. Force of 2,320 men is short 81 officers and 226 enlisted men. SEALs operate 
in 16-man platoons so personnel shortages quickly degrade unit performance. Some 
reservists have been recalled to duty, and SEALs normally assigned to headquarters and 
staff units have been sent back to combat units to keep them up to strength. • Army 
Inspector General reports readiness is declining and current reporting system over¬ 
states readiness of units. Initial performance at combat training centers is at historic low 
and continues to fall.® Navy is short 22,000 of its 327,000 personnel, and most short¬ 
ages are on 327 ships rather than at shore bases. Navy says sailors exhausted from > \ ‘ 
longer ships. Carrier Truman is at sea short of 400 sailors. • Air Force readiness from 
to 74.3% in 1998. • Adultery: Air Force to court-martial Captain Joseph Belli for defy¬ 
ing orders to end affair with enlisted woman and for asking wife and mistress to lie 
about it. • Terrorist tours: NORAD will end tours of Cheyenne Mountain Operations 
Center, in Colorado, saying money is short to provide adequate security to screen out 
potential terrorists. • War on Drugs: Vice President Al Gore announces plans to cut U.S. 
drug use by 25% in 2002 and 50% in 2007, asking Congress for record $17.8 billion to " 
fund war on drugs. Gore indicates Mexico will be certified as fighting drugs. United 
Nations arranges to use EU satellites to monitor drug crops around the world. 
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CHINA 

Smart Bomb hardware: U.S. officials arrest 
Collin Shue, a Chinese businessman holding 
Canadian citizenship, as he tries to buy ad¬ 
vanced fiber optic gyroscopes from undercover 
U.S. agents posing as corrupt businessmen. 
Shue planned to ship equipment to China 
through his Canadian company without apply¬ 
ing for export permits. Gyroscopes guide U.S. 
“smart bombs” to their targets. • China 
exchange: Washington Times reports Pentagon 
is expanding military exchange program with 
China, giving Chinese more access to sensitive 
U.S. technology, tactics and techniques. 





RWANDA 

Genocide update: Courts sentence two genocide sus¬ 
pects to death, five others to life in prison, and 17 to up 
to 17 years. Several top officials of former Hutu gov¬ 
ernment (Eliezer Niyitegeka, Casimir Bizimungu, and 
Ignance Bagilishema) were arrested in various coun¬ 
tries. Rwanda is to send 70 sergeants to Israel for flight 
training, and five others have completed training on 
Cessna-310s in Uganda, as the country intensifies 
efforts to reduce the size of its armed forces while 
increasing its technology. Rwanda has 10 T-55 tanks. 
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NORTH KOREA 

Anti-U.S.: Government continues 
anti-U.S. rhetoric and asks UN to dis¬ 
solve its military command in South 
Korea. UN Command held high-level 
talks with North Korea about avoiding 
accidents caused by Y2K bug. South 
Korea, U.S. and Japan agree that 
North Korea should not be compen¬ 
sated for allowing inspection of 
Kumchangni underground nuclear 
site (ignoring 440,000 tons of 
“humanitarian aid” U.S. is sending 
through the UN). North Korea esti¬ 
mates 10% of its population, about 3 
million people, died in the famine. 





CUBA 

Boat People: Castro complains flaw ini 995 agreement with U.S. allows boat people who reach U.S. shore to 
remain in U.S. instead of being forcibly returned to Cuba. This, Havana insists, encourages Cubans to risk dan¬ 
gerous sea voyage. Castro has proposed new legislation that would crack down harder on dissent and impose 
death penalty for drug smuggling. Cuba continues to pressure U.S. to release $187 million U.S. telephone 
companies owe Cuban government. Federal Judge Marne King wants to divert the money to pay families of 
four Cuban dissidents killed in 1996 shoot-down of two Cessnas, but State Department warns doing so would 
severely affect U.S.-Cuban relations. • Journalists beware: New Cuban legislation would send journalists 
(including Americans and other foreigners) who “serve the interests of the U.S.” to jail for up to 20 years. 
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MEXICO 

Drug war: U.S. indicates Mexico could 
win certification as drug-fighting nation 
this year, but rejects Mexican calls to 
scrap certification process. Mexico 
denies recent arrest of corrupt former 
officials was to appease U.S. Mexico 
says its drug seizures were down 
because its effective blockade had forced 
smugglers to take other routes. 



SAL, 
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SUDAN 

Ceasefire: Khartoum government 
agrees to extend humanitarian cease 
fire. Army troops recaptured Bonj, 
killing 147 SPLA rebels. 


4J& 


BOSNIA 

Government unrest: Central 
government of Bosnia-Herze- 
govina sworn into office in 
February. Movement grows for 
separate Bosnian Croat state. 
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RUSSIA 

Rogue science: Lf.S. Government Accounting Office reports 
Russia continues abusing U.S. aid intended to keep top 
weapons scientists from going overseas to work for rogue 
nations. About 40% of the aid has been diverted to pay Russian 
taxes. Scientists in question are, in large part, still working for 
Russian weapons programs. At least four Russian institutes 
which have provided nuclear weapons technology to Iran and 
Libya have been funded by U.S. aid. • Anti-aircraft: Kazakh¬ 
stan receives battalion of S300 anti-aircraft missiles and 16 
Su-27 fighters from Russia, reports Jane's Defence Weekly . • 
Illegal Chinese: Intelligence Digest reports 1.5 million Chinese 
citizens living illegally in Russian far east, according to Border 
Guards Director Konstantin Totsky. 



CONGO 

Rebel advances: DRC says it halted rebel advances 
and will kick rebel allies out. Rebels announce new 
60,000-man offensive. Government says it has been 
repelled. Rebels down Zambian MiG near Kabolo. 
Angola accuses Rwanda and Uganda of trying to 
destabilize central Africa. Arthur Zahidi Ngoma 
resigns from rebel Congolese Rally for Democracy 
accusing rebels of being a front for foreign invasion. 
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SOUTH KOREA 

Government allowed free donations by private 
groups to North Korea. • Canada rejects scenario 
by U.S. military strategists that North Korean 
attack on U.S. would hit Canadian targets first. • 
South Korea announces it will release 17 long¬ 
term political prisoners, including Woo Yong- 
Gak, world’s longest-serving political detainee. 





COLOMBIA 

Peace talks: Government holds peace talks with ELN 
in Venezuela, but rejects their demand for demilita¬ 
rized zone like that given FARC. Venezuela warns it will 
intervene if Colombia’s rebel violence spills across its 
border. ELN declare a Coke bottling plant a military 
target for refusing to pay “war taxes.” • Human 
rights: U.S. announces plans to help Colombia set up 
human rights observatory. Army rejects FARC accusa¬ 
tions it was training children to assassinate rebel lead¬ 
ers. Skirmishes leave 13 soldiers and 68 rebels dead. 





UGANDA 

ADF bombs: LRA rebels abduct 80 
people in Aswa County. The ADF 
rebels in the West region recruit¬ 
ment drive. Uganda accuses 
Democratic Congo leader Kabila of 
funding ADF rebels. ADF sets oft 
two bombs in Kampala. 



IRAN 

Murders: Iran celebrates 20th anniver¬ 
sary of Islamic revolution, Iranian 
Security Minister Qorban Ali Dorri 
Najafabadi resigns after members of his 
ministry implicated in recent murders of 
dissidents and moderates. Iran arrests 
more people implicated in murders dur¬ 
ing February, but rejects EU inquires as 
“interference." Murder of German bank 
official in Tehran worsens already shaky 
Iranian-German ties. Iran’s Supreme 
Court quashes death sentence on jailed 
German businessman. 




SRI LANKA 

Camp bombs: Skirmishes continue, 
leaving 121 rebels and five security 
personnel dead. Air force bombed 
two rebel camps near Paranthan. Six 
soldiers receive 10-year prison 
terms for disappearance of 31 stu¬ 
dents and a teacher from town of 
Embilipitiya during crackdown 
against anti-government Sinhalese 
People’s Liberation Front in 1990. 




World Sitrep is compiled in part from the biweekly 
newsletter For Your Eyes Only: An Open Intelligence 
Summary of Current Military Affairs. Published by 
Tiger Publications (P.O. Box B759. Dept. SOF, 
Amarillo. Texas 79114-8759); subscriptions are $77 
per year (26 issues), $81.80 in Texas. Sample issue 
available for $3. Those interested in world intel are 
encouraged to subscribe. _ 
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Looking For A Few Good MENSA 

DoD studies show that some 55% of Army recruits who 
dropped out of high school, but subsequently passed a GED and 
enlisted, also drop out of the Army during the first year. That’s a 
substantial loss to never-used training, and the Army has devised 
a new test called Assessment of Individual Motivation (AIM) 
which the Pentagon hopes will target the 45% of dropouts with 
GEDs who would subsequently not quit the army during the first 
year of their enlistment, in order that they may be enlisted and the 
quitters rejected. 

According to Col. Patrick Snapp, chief of the Army’s Enlisted 
Accessions Division in Washington, the AIM test is the “dominant 
element” in the Army’s current efforts to predetermine which GED 
recruits will and will not also quit the Army. Acknowledging 
recruiting shortfalls, Snapp noted “Obviously, our recruiting is not 
going as well as we’d like ... there is a group out there ... we’re will¬ 
ing to look at them ... ” 

Currently, high school dropouts with GEDs are limited to 10% 
of recruits. Observers noted that although GED enlistees from the 
Vietnam War-era were more likely to be schooled by the Army in 
menial specialties such as a clerk-typist or jeep driver and serve as 
a motor-pool dispatcher, many of those who completed their 
enlistment went on to careers as political consultants or freelance 
journalists. 


Budget 2000: $2.8 Billion For Anti-Terror 

The federal budget for the year 2000 is slated to include $1.3 bil¬ 
lion for domestic preparedness, and $1.4 billion for computer secu¬ 
rity and infrastructure defense. The funds are reserved for several 
systems for detecting and tracking various chemical and biological 
weapons, and for protecting government computer networks. 


Cubans Back lb Africa 

Some 300 Cuban meres are reported by Jane's Defence Weekly to 
have arrived in Congo (Brazzaville), to assist the current government 
with its operations against forces loyal to the previous prime minister. 


Army’s New Green Bullet 

The Environmental Protection Agency, having determined that bul¬ 
lets as we know them can be hazardous to your health, has shut down 
hundreds of live-fire Army training sites around the country. A typical 
case was the shooting range at the Massachusetts Military Reservation, 
which was shut down in 1997 after a study showed that lead and 
other harmful materials were showing up in the local water supply. 

In response, the Army has developed new tungsten-based bullets 
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that are just as lethal as the old lead-cored projectiles, meet with 
kudos from the EPA, and in the long run are going to cost less. The 
Army’s “Green Bullet” program was an outgrowth of the larger 
Range 21 effort, an ongoing project to eliminate any adverse effects 
that its many training areas may pose to the environment. In the 
meantime, the EPA expressed continuing concern over the “massive 
amounts of hazardous materials” given off from military use of high 
explosives and artillery rounds during training. 

One million rounds of 5.56mm rifle ammunition are slated to be 
issued this spring, with other rounds from 9mm to .50 under develop¬ 
ment. Overall, it is projected the new tungsten-cored bullets will save 
taxpayers between one and five cents per round, and the $11-million 
development project should pay for itself in savings even before it is 
completed in 2003. The program initially explored seven possible 
materials for projectiles, but testing reduced the practical alternatives 
to tungsten/tin and tungsten/nylon mixtures. As both these rounds have 
performed equally well, cost will determine the final selectee. 


WebWatch: IMlwind 

When Ted Turner’s CNN and Time-Warner alleged in June 1998 
that SOG had gone after American defectors with nerve gas in 
Vietnam, an Internet Mike Force of Operation Tailwind veterans 
mobilized. After-action reports show that: Aging, but still danger¬ 
ous, SOG operators can learn new tricks (use computers and the 
Internet); CNN couldn’t deliver the facts to fulfill the fantasy; CNN 
producers April Oliver and Jack Smith were fired and the other 
usual suspects, including Tailwind Perp-At-Large Peter Arnett, still 
lurk in the shadows of Ted Turner’s CNN. Turner feigned repen¬ 
tance with a pseudo-apology: “If anybody has a whip, I’ll take my 
shirt off and beat myself until I’m bloody ... I couldn’t hurt any 
more if I were bleeding... It’s been the most horrible nightmare I’ve 
ever lived through ... If committing suicide would help. I’ve even 
given that some consideration.” 

Here’s what’s happening now as reflected on the Web: 

Forbes (7-27-98 ) Media Caught in a Web: 
http://forbes.com/forbes/98/0727/6202048a.htm (“Freedom of 
the press is guaranteed only to those who own one,” as Vietnam 
vets use Internet to humble media giant Time-Wamer CNN.) 

The roots of the Tailwind hoax: 

http://www.worldnetdaily.eom/bluesky_exnews/l 9980918_xex 
_the_roots_ta.shtml (Ho Chi Minh, Bertrand Russell and CNN 
founder Ted Turner’s wife, Jane Fonda, claimed American use of 
“poison gas” in the Vietnam War in 1966 and 1972, but the story 
had no credibility, no legs and no footnote in most histories.) 
Tailwind Info Center: The Real Truth About Tailwind: 
http://www.greenberet.net/tailwind/index.html (SF raiding party 
occupies CNN, bumper stickers, Ted Turner’s mea culpa.) 

Special Forces Association Position Paper, Ted Turner Report: 
http://specialoperations.org/tailwind/ 

Special Forces Association Commo Bunker: 
http://www.sfahq.org/commo_bunker.htm (Tailwind letters to 
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CNN from SFA, other vets orgs.) 

CNS June 26, 1998 — Special Forces 
Refute Allegations ofU.S . Use of Sarin Gas 
in Laos: htlp://www.conservativenews.org/ 
defense/archi ve/DEF 19980626b.html 
Peter Arnett: American True and Blue?: 
http://wvvw.hackworlh.com/14jul98.html 
(David Hackworth) 

UltimateSniper.com — SOG / The True 
Story of Operation Tailwind: 

http://www. ultimatesniper.com/sog_tail- 
wind.shtml (by John Plaster) 

Operation Tailwind — Related Media 
Monitors and Columns: 

http://www.aim.oig/special/related_mm 
col.html (good collection of related stories 
from Accuracy in Media.) 

Operation TAILWIND — Excerpts from 
1970 Command Histoty, Studies and Obser¬ 
vations Group, US. Military Assistance 
Command, Vietnam (MACVSOG): 
http://www.seas.gwu.edu/nsarchive/ tail¬ 
wind/index. html 

Statement by Major General Perry M. 
Smith, USAF (Ret.), About CNN Retraction 
of Nerve Gas Story: http://www.west- 
point.org/class/usmal989/smithonretrac- 
tion.html (Gen. Smith [USMA ’56] former 
military analyst quit CNN over Tailwind.) 

CNN's “Tailwind” and Selective Media 
Retractions: http://www.fair.org/extra/9808/ 
tailwind.html (envious left-liberal media 
critics at FAIR [Fairness and Accuracy in 
Reporting] recall Gulf of Tonkin Incident 
reporting.) 

CNN — Report on CNN Broadcast — 2 
July 1998: http://cnn.com/US/9807/02/tail- 
wind.findings/index.html (report by attor¬ 
ney Floyd Abrams on the “Valley of Death” 
programming, 7 June and 14 June 1998.) 

Tailwind: Oliver-Smith rebuttal to CNN 
Abrams!Kohler Report: 

http ://w w w. freedom forum. org/fpfp/spe- 
cialpro gram s/tail wind, con tents, asp 
(Freedom Forum OnLine.) 

Tailwind Updates: 

http://teamhouse.tni.net/twmenu.htm 
(Comprehensive links list.) 

Ted Turner and Jane Fonda Info: 
http://www.ccnet.com/suntzu75/turner- 
O.htm 

Brill's Content, Sept. 1998 — Interview 
of CNN News Group chairman Tom 
Johnson: http://www.brillscontent.com/ 
partner/ cnnl.html 

Columbia Journalism Review: CNN's 
Ten Mistakes: 

http://www.cjr.Org/year/98/5/cnn.asp 
American Journalism Review: 
http://ajr.newslink.org/cgi/search.cgi7t 
erms=taiIwind&type=AJR+articIes (nine 
stories) 

FYI offline reading: “The CNN- 
Tailwind Controversy: Both Sides Report 
on CNN Broadcast ‘Valley of Death’,” by 
Floyd Abrams and David Kohler; and 
“Rebuttal to the Abrams/Kohler Report,” by 
Jack Smith and April Oliver (published in 
Winter 1999 issue of Hazard International 
Journal of Press Politics). 

— WebWatch is compiled by Richard 
Rongstad (RHRongstad@aol.com). ^ 
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Many private organizations are involved in tnfll- 
tery work in Africa, Executive Outcomes was 
training these Angolan special forces (above) 
when the author visited the camp, {leli] Thing? 
often go wrong for private contractors in Africa, 
Hone, a private helicopter crashed in ihe Sierra 
Lwtte jungle after being hil by binds, {right) 
Group of rebels kiHed by Executive Outcomes 
irregulars after they had massacred rnrwc&nt 
civilian^, Scenes Such as this ere becoming 
common in Africa. 
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WASHINGTON — No matter how bad 
things become in Africa — and in places 
conditions are pretty grim — there are cities, 
mines, industries, businesses, communica¬ 
tions and other necessities of everyday life 
that need protecting. Most of those doing 
this sort of work — and there are thousands 
of people involved in security just about 
everywhere on the troubled continent — are 
former policemen, intelligence specialists, 
guards, soldiers and the like, many of them 
from the United States. Yet, as conditions 
deteriorate, the demand for the services of 
these expatriates is likely to increase. 

Conflict threatens a number of African 
states. Civil war has again overtaken events 
in Angola, as it has in the neighboring 
Congo and across the river in Congo- 
Brazza. The same situation holds for Sierra 
Leone, the Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda and 
elsewhere. In Nigeria some people are work¬ 
ing hard to disrupt that nation’s oil supplies. 

For all of this, Britain, the U.S. and 
France continue to spend millions exploit¬ 
ing Africa’s natural wealth. Chevron has 
just pledged to invest $1 billion a year for 
five years in Angola. Even as the United 
Nations prepares to pull out, the American 
petro-gianl Phillips Petroleum disclosed last 
January that it has taken a 40% stake in 
Angola’s Block 7 oilfield in a deal worth 
more billions. The French oil giant Elf 
Aquitaine last year bought a bigger chunk of 
Congo-Brazza’s oil stakes. 

Similarly, in Nigeria, Royal Dutch Shell 
made the biggest-ever single investment in 
sub-Saharan Africa — about $8.5 billion — 
to exploit new offshore oil resources. 
Details of this venture were made public in 
February, even as expatriate oil workers 
were being kidnapped in the Delta region. 

In Sierra Leone, as the country staggers 
from one round of hostilities to another in 
the current bout of civil war, it was interest¬ 
ing that several hundred Lebanese business¬ 
men (and some of their families) refused to 
leave the carnage. They needed to get back 
to their diamond concessions in the interior, 
they said. A Beirut report stated that more 
than a dozen Lebanese, some of them 
women and children, were killed by rebels 
during the incursion. 

One of the consequences of all this is 
that because of a steady erosion in security 
— and of the ability of government services 
to cope with it all — many of these coun¬ 
tries are having to take a fresh look at 
guarding their assets. To some of them, 
local people just won’t do, either because 
they are incapable or corrupt Barely a 
country in Africa isn’t affected. 

Bad Cops 

Many of the spokesmen for the compa¬ 
nies Soldier Of Fortune spoke to maintained 
that law enforcement in Africa had become 
a priority. Some said that while there were 
police, they were often inadequate, badly 
trained, illiterate and astonishingly ill- 
equipped. Others were unwilling to get off 
their butts, but at the same time were always 
open to “bids for favors.” In most cases it 


was a question of too few people being 
asked to do too much. 

Another problem facing commercial 
bosses is that the local police are often not 
able to react; they either don’t have vehicles 
that work or lack cash for fuel. This is an 
everyday problem in places like Zambia and 
Uganda where nobody holds his breath 
when he’s called the cops. It’s starting to get 
that way in South Africa. Similarly, any 
company in Kenya, and, to a lesser extent, 
Tanzania, that does not have Askari guards 
on duty around the clock stand to suffer 
losses. A factory that was left unguarded in 
Mombasa two years ago was stripped of 
almost all of its machinery because the 
night watchmen didn’t arrive on time. 
Insurance assessors are still trying to estab¬ 
lish whether the lapse was intentional. 

One of the points made by a foreign 
company with substantial mineral interests 


in Angola was that there were now more 
than 80 private companies offering security 
services in that country. Asked not to be 
identified (because of possible recrimina¬ 
tions), a spokesman said that while no com¬ 
pany likes to spend profits to maintain the 
status quo, there was simply no alternative. 
Most of the security companies in Angola 
are owned and run from abroad. Almost all 
of them had local nationals on their boards, 
though these people often don’t do much 
more for their money than drive to work 
once a month to pick up a check. 

Among the most active participants in 
security on the continent are South Africans 
as well as a sprinkling of Zimbabweans, 
partly because many of them not only have 
a military or security background, but also 
know Africa well, having been bom there. A 
lot of them can identify with the problems, 
not least in their own countries. Other 



(above, left) South African instructor, armed with folding-stock AKM, puts Angolan soldier (with 
RPG-7V grenade launcher) through his paces in camp south of Luanda. With the right connec¬ 
tions, this work is available in several countries including the Congo, Sudan and Uganda, (above, 
right) Indigenous African staff invariably earn little compared to well-paid expatriates, who are 
finding work in droves these days throughout security-starved Africa. While private security 
forces thrive, locals are sometimes required to get by on what the jungle provides for food, 
(below) Even those with military training contracts need to “produce the goods.” All work is eval¬ 
uated by the Angolan High Command. 
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nationalities involved include Australians, 
Canadians, some Americans — especially 
in the more specialized disciplines involv¬ 
ing electronics — and people from just 
about everywhere in Europe. Interestingly, 
former British Bobbies are in strong 
demand. Historically, British nationals have 
always been involved in security in Africa. 
Most of the security guards in the Sierra 
Leonian diamond fields before indepen¬ 
dence came from the United Kingdom. 

Big Bucks 

None of these people come cheap. Take 
one example: the Australian, Brazilian and 
Angolan-owned Sociedade de Desenvol- 
vimento Mineiro de Angola (SDM), which 
owns a large diamond mine in Angola’s 
northeastern Lunda-Norte Province. In eariy 
January, four company employees were 
killed when their vehicle was ambushed by 
UNITA. Security was upgraded to cope with 
the potential threat. Consequently, SDM 
now employs 500 security staff to protect 
the 200 people working at the mine. Many 
are expatriates. The ratio of guards to 
employees is 2.5 to 1. And this is only one 
company among hundreds. 

Why, if things are so bad, do foreign 
companies stay on? Because, as with just 
about everything else in Africa, there is 
almost no limit to the stakes. 

SDM’s Angolan diamonds, for instance, 
fetch up to $200 per carat (pc) compared to 
similar alluvial operations in Australia and 
Indonesia, which might average $4/pc. 
Significantly, Sierra Leone’s gemstones are 
of even better quality. Some still find 100- 
carat top-quality stones in the interior of 
that country. Stones of 300 carats, though 
rare, are not unknown. 

Yet, to do business in these states — 
some of which are ruled by the gun — can 
be dangerous. Companies consequently 
tend to employ a variety of specialists who 
are paid not only to keep the warlords at bay 
but also to prime their bosses on local poli¬ 
tics, power struggles within rival groups as 


well as new and unexpected developments 
which might affect business, potential 
threats, factional differences among local 
tribes, travel in the interior and health. 
About the only African country where these 
norms do not apply is Botswana, but it has 
always been said that the Gaberone govern¬ 
ment is a subsidiary of De Beers. 

The situation was encapsulated when 
Mechem, a Pretoria company, obtained a 
contract two years ago to lift mines in 
Angola. One team worked in the north, the 
other in the south. There was trouble from 



Sierra Leonian companies have depended 
on local hunters (Kamajors, above) for secu¬ 
rity. But armed with 12-gauge shotguns, they 
were outgunned by the RUF rebels and many 
were killed. 


the start. The Luanda government wanted to 
impose taxes on the Casspirs and other 
hardware being brought into the country 
even though Angola was getting it all free. 

Then the northern team was held up by 
UNITA for 103 days (at $8,000 a day) while 
they argued about procedures. It was obvi¬ 
ously a ploy, and an expensive one. Finally, 
some of the southern team were kidnapped 
by banditos and that took a while to sort out. 
Having cleared the mines, current hostilities 
in Angola have seen them all laid again. 

Anti-malarial Prophylaxis 

Health is an important factor in Africa 
and is never to be underrated, if only 
because it’s cheaper to organize an emer¬ 
gency flight to get someone out of the coun¬ 
try than to go through the sometimes horrif¬ 
ic rigmarole of declaring a legitimate death 
to the authorities. In such cases the obfusca¬ 
tion is not only expensive, but inordinately 
time-consuming. 

There are other considerations. For 
example, some of the Angolan diamond 
mines are only a day’s drive from the last 
Ebola epidemic that occurred in the former 
Zaire, today the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. Also, anti-malarial prophylaxis 
don’t always work the way they should. The 
BBC disclosed on its Health File last 
February that there were new strains of the 
disease in west Africa that can kill a man in 
a day. Trouble is, to begin with, all the 
symptoms are like flu. 

Then, to cap it all, you might need incen¬ 
tives. Achieving any result in which an 
African government (or its armed forces) is 
involved often requires a “sweetener.” In 
Angola, in particular, it’s a matter of “no 
incentive, no result.” It’s as simple as that, 
which could be a reason why American 
companies fare badly doing business on the 
continent. If they are found to be paying 
bribes by their government, they are likely 
to be prosecuted back home. 

During two visits to Angola when 
Executive Outcomes maintained a military 
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presence there, I spent time in the company 
of Lafras Luitingh, one of the senior direc¬ 
tors of EO. In Angola we always took along 
a little something whenever visiting any of 
the top brass he dealt with. Sometimes it 
was a case of whisky; once a powerful 
American short-wave radio. Previous gifts 
to one of the generals in Luanda included a 
$30,000 diesel generator (the city is plagued 
by power cuts). EO also handed over a new 
Land Cruiser to one of the functionaries 
with whom it was involved for no better 
reason than he asked for one. 

It was interesting that the generator could 
have powered a small town. But the general 
used it only for his domestic needs, which 
included his video games and a computer 
that was always on but which nobody knew 
how to use. All the other buildings in this 
outlying suburb to the south of the capital, 
meanwhile, had only intermittent power. 

What became clear in this SOF survey is 
that security companies working in Africa 
must, at enormous cost, employ teams to 
protect property and staff. 

Graft and Libation 

Invariably, in places like the Congo, 
Angola, Nigeria, Gabon, Kenya, Senegal, 
Cameroon and elsewhere, these firms might 
find they work best in conjunction with local 
armies or paramilitary units. A small cadeau 
might change hands if muscle is needed and 
for awhile everybody is happy. The arrange¬ 
ment is historic; graft is as much a part of the 
culture as the daily libation. It is also conve¬ 
nient and effective, though the bigger the 
task, the heavier the “dash.” 

There are other matters which need to be 
looked at by expatriates working there. 
Contingency plans should be in place to 
evacuate people from an area (or even a 
country) often at a moment’s notice should 
things get out of hand. In recent months that 
scenario has played itself out in several 
African countries including Sierra Leone, 
parts of Angola, Congo-Brazza and in 
Nigeria with the kidnapping of foreign 
workers in the oil-rich Delta area. 

Africa, it would seem, cannot live with¬ 
out the West. Conversely, it has often been 
said, the West is simply not able to manage 
without the continent’s natural resources. Or 
can it? Africa has most of the world’s dia¬ 
mond reserves, a lot of the oil, and it sup¬ 
plies almost half of the world’s gold, as well 
as just about every precious mineral there is. 

Observe what is happening in this regard 
in Angola. Its oil output is currently topping 
800,000 barrels per day (BPD). London’s* 
Economist Intelligence Unit said last 
January that “on the basis of discoveries 
made thus far, earlier forecasts that national 
output would reach 2 million BPD by 2000 
may prove somewhat conservative.” To 
guard these assets, private industry spends a 
fortune to hire trained personnel who often 
don’t have a single firearm among them. 

Air Scan 

Air Scan, for instance, an American 
company operating off Angola’s Cabinda 


coast (and exclusively using only former 
U.S. vets) conducts its own police work. It 
maintains an infra-red, around-the-clock 
airborne surveillance system that checks for 
insurgent groups. These people operate 
from specially modified Cessna 337 air¬ 
craft. The same with a British company. 
Defense Systems Limited (DSL), that has 
unarmed personnel who patrol that coun¬ 
try’s off-shore waters. If a threat is encoun¬ 
tered, both companies call in the militaiy. 

The same situation holds for Nigeria. Oil 
production there is currently running at 
about 2 million BPD, though there are pow¬ 
erful political factors which, it is said, 
involve a foreign-driven insurgency that 
would like to stop that flow altogether. There 
has been massive dislocation in the south¬ 
east of the country around the oil terminal 
town of Warri. Latest news after the abduc¬ 
tion of eight oil workers from Texaco’s facil- 


nst a job 

Want a job in Mali, Madagascar or 
Morocco? Sounds great, especially if it 
has anything to do with security, which is 
fine, because you have some military 
experience. The work is there and the pay 
is good. Trouble is, it helps to speak more 
than English il you’re going to get along. 
Half of Africa uses French; a fair propor¬ 
tion nothing but Portuguese. But if you 
can master Swahili in a couple of months, 
you should get by. Then you have only to 
worry about Cerebral Malaria, which is 
endemic, Hepatitis B, the water you 
drink, AIDS (If you’ve a predilection for 
the ladies) and just about every hombre 
that you meet who sports an AK. 

Contacts for military-related and 
security work: 

Sandline International 

535 Kings Road, Chelsea 
London, England SW 10 OSZ 
Phone and fax; +44 171 351-5555 

Military Professional Resources, 
Inc., (MPRJ) 

1201 East Abingdon Drive, Ste. 425 
Alexandria,VA 22314 
Phone: (703) 684-0853 
Fax: (703) 684-3528 
E-mail: info@mpri.com 
Wjebsite: www.mpri.com 

AirScan Inc. 

7017 Challenger Avenue 
Titusville, FL 32780-8201 
Phone: (407) 264-2911 
Fax: (407) 264-2917 

Landmine Clearing 
(experience essential): 

Mechem Consultants 
RO. Box 912454 
Silverton 0127 South Africa 
Phone:+27 12 803-7290 


ities in early 1999 was the grabbing of 
British national Jim Simpson and his two- 
year-old son in mid-February. Although all 
of them were released after days, the 
brouhaha that resulted had its effect. 

Lagos sources reckon that troubles with¬ 
in the oil industry are not home-bred. They 
talk of “foreign agents” who are actively 
stoking dissidence among the locals, and 
they might just be right. Unofficially, Libya 
is mentioned in this context for no better 
reason than if Nigeria were to stop produc¬ 
ing tomorrow, crude oil prices would rock¬ 
et. Not unexpectedly, after a succession of 
recent bomb blasts and some deaths in the 
southeast of the country, BP, acting inde¬ 
pendently of the Nigerian Army, promptly 
beefed up its security. 

So, too, when conditions in Fifcetown 
were at their worst and the Nigerian-led 
security force ECOMOG was paralyzed in 
the face of a surprisingly well-armed rebel 
onslaught (which included some South 
African mercenaries) in early January, it 
soon became clear that Sierra Leone’s dia¬ 
mond wealth was threatened. Again, Libya’s 
name came up. 

Power Play 

The major powers stepped in. Suddenly, 
unmarked military C-130 transports started 
arriving at Lungi Airport and disgorged 
thousands more Nigerian troops. The insur¬ 
gents were quickly forced from the coastal 
lowlands. It would not have done to have 
some of the world’s richest gem-quality dia¬ 
mond pockets fall into the hands of a nation 
hostile to the West. 

In South Africa, privately run security ser¬ 
vices are among the biggest in any coundy 
apart from Russia. The regular police — with 
about 130,000 personnel on the payroll — do 
not appear to be coping. By all accounts, the 
government is not able to handle the escalat¬ 
ing crime and violence which, with two mur¬ 
ders every hour and 50,000 rapes a year, 
according to a recent report in the 
Johannesbwg Mail & Guardian , makes South 
Africa the most violent nation on earth. 

There are now almost three-quarters of a 
million people employed by private securi¬ 
ty companies in the country. The money 
spent on security could have been better 
used elsewhere. 

The use of private “armies,” such as 
those deployed by the now-defunct EO, is 
regarded by some authorities as a possible 
way of countering insurrection. America’s 
state department even conducted a sympo¬ 
sium on the subject in Washington last year. 

The reasons are obvious. It was EO that 
forced Angola’s Savimbi to the negotiating 
table in 1994. EO also quickly forced peace 
on Sierra Leone the last time around by 
killing a lot of the rebels who caused the trou¬ 
ble. Sandline, EO’s erstwhile British affiliate, 
would have done so again in the present 
phase of hostilities had it not been wracked 
by a parliamentary scandal last year. 

Now, even the most vocal opponents of 

Continued on page 71 
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The pucker factor was high on the morning of 10 May 
1969. Allied troops numbering 1,800 departed Firebase Blaze 
on the edge of the dreaded A Shau Valley for one of the most 
savage battles of the Vietnam War. 

Sixty-five Hueys formed into V-formations headed north¬ 
west for 25 kilometers to a 3,000-foot mountain on maps 
known as Dong Ap Bia. Ten days and 11 bloody assaults later, 
many would call it a Hamburger Hill.” On military maps, 
however, it was almost innocuously designated “Hill 937 ” 
During the entirety of “Operation Apache Snow,” which 
included the assaults on Hamburger Hill, 132 of America’s 
best were KIA — and a minimum of 535 were wounded (at 
least 44 KIAs and 297 WIAs of these totals on Hamburger 
Hill), grim statistics which ignited and fanned a bitter Con¬ 
gressional brouhaha on the human cost of this brutal battle. 

Enemy losses were tallied at 625 KIA and an unknown 
number WIA. 


Y 

ocated approx imate- 
ly 25 miles west- 
southwest of the city 
■ I of Hue, Dong Ap Bia 
overlooked much of 
the 2-mile wide, 28- 
mile stretch of the A Shau Valley, 
known between March 1965 to 
January 1969 as “Charlie Coun¬ 
try.” Its major headquarters and 
stronghold was Communist Base 
Area 611 — a nearly impenetrable 
safe haven for the North Viet¬ 
namese Army (NVA), inside Laos. 

Without major interference 
from U.S. or Army of Vietnam (ARVN) 
forces. Base Area 611 was a major contrib¬ 
utor to the logistical feeding of I CTZ (I 
Corps Tactical Zone). Communist comman¬ 
der, General Vo Nguyen Giap, knew he had 
no airpower in the South but with the cover 
of darkness combined with triple-canopy 
jungle, his NVA built a network of roads 
spanning throughout the valley all the way 


east to the coast. Trailwatchers in the valley 
near 611 counted truck traffic in the region 
flowing at the rate of nearly 1,000 per day 
by 1968. Charlie built hard-packed roads 
obscured by natural cover. All were pock¬ 
marked with turn-offs (hides) for use during 
“arc lights” (B-52 strikes) and maintenance 
stops to keep the trucks rolling. 

The siege of the Marine base at Khe Sanh, 


60km north of the A Shau Valley, 
was the diversionary precursor to 
the overall battle plan by Giap to 
assault 36 of 44 province capitals 
and 64 district capitals — simulta¬ 
neously — on 30 January 68, kick¬ 
ing off the disastrous Tet Offensive. 
While stunning the Allies, it was 
undeniable slaughter for at least 
5,000 Communist troops — an 
enormous tactical blunder. 

But it was a cold-water reality 
of the Tet Offensive that made 
the need to reassert Allied influ¬ 
ence in the A Shau Valley an 
urgent priority. 

Suddenly, continued troop level increases 
repeatedly requested by General Westmore¬ 
land made sense. So, in 1968, U.S. troop lev¬ 
els peaked on 11 April with 549,500 troops 
in- country to meet the Communist threat. 
That in turn brought important changes in 
command and command structure. “Westy” 
was bumped up to the Pentagon as head of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, departing the field 
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on 10 June 68, handing-off Vietnam to 
General Creighton W. Abrams, the new com¬ 
mander of Military Assistance Command 
Vietnam (MACV). During the hand-off, 
Westmoreland reaffirmed to Abrams the crit¬ 
ical significance of the Central Highlands, 
the DMZ and the A Shau Valley. He was 
aware of Giap’s alleged plan of trying to split 
South Vietnam in half to give his Communist 
Politburo a significant posture for impending 
peace negotiations which were soon to begin. 

It was time to bring smoke on Charlie in 
a big way and take away his supplies — 
now that the manpower was available. 

In 1969, planning staff members formu¬ 
lated a series of four operations: “Opera¬ 
tion Dewey Canyon,” “Massachusetts 
Striker,’* “Apache Snow” and “Mont¬ 
gomery Rendezvous,” to accomplish mis¬ 
sions, which included the destruction of 
supplies and supply routes, massive 
destruction of enemy troops through sus¬ 
tained engagement, and reestablishing troop 
presence in the valley guarded by firebases 
strategically located to support allied troop 
movements. This was wishful thinking. 

“Operation Dewey Canyon” commenced 
on 20 January 69. U.S, Marines were given 
the task of driving deep across the valley 
directly to the heart of the problem. 
Communist Base Area 611, that straddled the 
SVN-Laotian boarder. Three battalions, 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd of the 3rd Marine Regiment, 
leapt from the Vandergrift Combat Base on a 
massive search and destroy. 

By late February, Marines concluded 
“Dewey Canyon” and damaged Base Area 
611. What they found did not shock MACV 
HQ: 73 AAA guns, 16 122mm field can¬ 
nons, nearly 1,000 AK47s, perhaps 
1,000,000 rounds of small-arms munitions 
and 1/2-million pounds of rice. NVA losses 
during the six-week operation were put at 
1,700 KIA, with nearly twice that number 
wounded. Most important, Charlie was 
served notice that allied troops were now 
willing to drive into die A Shau. Their sanc¬ 
tuary was now challenged. All their supplies 
accumulated throughout the Valley over the 
last four years might now be in some jeop¬ 
ardy. The ability of the North Vietnamese to 
wage war in South Vietnam on a large scale 
was now possibly threatened. 

For the NVA, it was time to take a stand. 

The next operation, “Massachusetts 
Striker,” kicked off on 1 March 1969 in the 
aftermath of “Dewey Canyon.” The op was 
targeted in the southern segment of the A 
Shau Valley, courtesy of the 1/17th Cav, 
including elements of l/502nd 101st ABN 
as an airmobile assault. It began with con¬ 
struction of firebase Whip on the eastern 
edge of the A Shau, and within 24 hours of 
initiation everything began to turn to shit. 
No sooner had troops landed and begun 
clearing the area for the firebase to support 
the operation than the weather went sour. 
Rain followed by heavy fog and more rain 
held things to a crawl for 10 miserable days. 
Then things got worse. 

At the first chance for assault it was 
decided to insert troops by slicks into an 



One Man Remembers 


Pvt. Paul Cterk (left) 
talks to his 1st 
Sergeant at Ihe erf 
Firebase Ta Bal, April 
1969 -two weeks 
before he was sent to 
Hill 937, 


Twenty-one-year-old Paul Clark, of Massachusetts, was not unlike most conscripts 
of the ’60s; he didn’t like the thought of the war and sure as hell didn’t wish to be 
involved — but when his country called him to duty, that was that. 

“I had uncles and other family members who were in WW 11 and Korea. I didn't 
feel it was right if they went for me not to go. I'm just as American as them.” So when 
his number was called in 1%8, Private Clark was off to war. “I ended up with the 
2 nt Vl l 1 * 1 Artillery, 101st ABN, and spent much of my time working out of various fire- 
bases in 1 CTZ.” After eight months in country he got an assignment he would rather 
forget. 

“In early ’69 shit was really heating up. Our AO in the A Shau was catching hell. 
Three others and myself were ordered one day lo report to a lieutenant who gave us the 
grim news — “You four are going in to replace troops for ‘Apache Snow.’ We need for¬ 
ward observers with experience, and you’re it.” Clark had no way of knowing it but he 
was headed for the operation underway on Hill 937, later known as Hamburger Hill. 

“Some of our observers on the hill were getting killed and wounded at a high rale 
and we were going in as replacements.” This happened on day five of the 10-day 
assault, on 10 May 69. Clark received a rude reception when his bird landed near the 
command post of the 3/187^, which led the assault. 

“When 1 jumped off the chopper, a work detail was in progress nearby. Five guys 
were loading bodies onto a cargo net for pick up by a Chinook. The odd-man detail 
made me look twice and that’s all it took, “Hey, give us a hand!” 1 stepped up and me 
and this guy loaded at least 10 GIs onto that net. I'd say at least 50 bodies were in that 
pile when the bird came in — all Americans, no bodybags, just bodies.” 

From the start, Paul had nothing but bad vibes about going into this fight. 

“When we had to synchronize our watches for fire control, I looked at mine and it 
was dead. I'd had that watch since the day I left for baste training and it never gave me 
a problem before then. I ended up borrowing another one.” 

Private Clark spent the next five days on the hill with the ARVN blocking force 
that held the eastern slope of Dong Ap Bia. 

“1 was basically a walking radio rack for my lieutenant. Wc handled .the informa¬ 
tion to and from fire control and the forward observers. We pounded that hill almost 
non-slop. Eventually, they worked their way up the hill with the ARVN and on the fifth 
day made the summit late in the afternoon. 

It was like some strange landscape, like out of a movie; everything butnE. bent or 
twisted. It was very unnatural. Guys were just walking around like zombies, some just 
sat and stared blank. That bird to take us back to base camp couldn’t come fast 
enough.” 

When Paul did get back to base he wrote three letters in the days that followed, 
one to his dad, one to an aunt, and one to his dad’s best friend. 

In the latter he spoke of what it was like on Hamburger Hill. In the 30 years since 
he wrote those words — until this account — he never talked about it — TM. 
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A trooper of the 101st Airborne Division attempts to save the life of a buddy at Dong Ap Bia 
Mountain, 20 May 1969. 


abandoned firebase called Veghel. 1/502nd 
was ordered to combat assault (CA) into the 
base and conduct reconnaissance in force 
(RTF) until contact. They didn’t have to wait. 

Charlie had claymore mines strung about 
in the best LZ locations at Veghel pointing 
skyward. The first slick in, and six choppers 
following (all Hueys with about six troops 
and four crewmen aboard) were shredded 
and dropped to the ground. NVA infantry 
ringed the perimeter and the men were 
trapped in a shooting gallery enduring show¬ 
ers of RPGs and small-arms fire, opening up 
as the choppers’ skids bumped to the ground. 

When In Doubt, Gall In Napalm 

Dead bodies stacked up quickly, another 
assault was attempted by the NVA using 
their ancient human wave tactics, trying to 
overrun the location before American rein¬ 
forcements could land. The second wave 
soon languished, dead and dying, upon the 
bodies of the first, their blood soaking the 
tree line. But Charlie again massed — for a 
third assault. 

Knowing they could not indefinitely 
repel the enemy, the trapped Americans 
radioed in a napalm strike — just 100 
meters from their positions. Two nape can- 
nisters landed so close some grunts suffered 
instant hair and eyebrow removal. But the 
rest landed square on the NVA. A pause 
ensued as fried Communist forces limped 
back allowing the next American slick to 
insert 3rd Platoon, much to the relief of their 
wounded 2nd Platoon comrades. 

During the following cold wet morn¬ 


ing, Tac Air and artillery fire missions 
pounded the NVA positions. The 
Communists beat feet and headed for a 
high nearby ridge called Dong A Tay. 
Soon, the remainder of the 101 st ’s assault 
force landed and conducted a massive RIF 
toward the mountain. What they encoun¬ 
tered was something never before encoun¬ 
tered by U.S. troops in Vietnam, at least 
not on this scale. 

The location was a reinforced fortress 


hidden by jungle, including a labyrinth of 
tunnels and trenches leading to reinforced 
bunkers containing crew-served weapons. 
The positions formed concentric rings 
around the ridge with interlocking fields 
of fire. 

Once commenced, the bloody assault on 
Dong A Tay took three days and cost nearly 
50% casualties for Alpha and Bravo compa¬ 
nies to clear the ridge. But that was small 
compared to Communist losses — a base 


Valley Of Death: Thung Lung A Shau 


To American soldiers in South Vietnam, the A Shau Valley was 
a rugged and unfriendly place. Not that there weren’t plenty of other 
spots which fit that description, but the A Shau was unique in many 
ways. Long a haven for North Vietnamese units and a heavily used 
logistical pipeline, the valley was a steep-sided gash through the 
northern Annamite Mountains running parallel for 25 miles to the 
Laotian border. Thick trees and brush clung to the slopes and the 
valley floor, and dark rain-filled clouds cloaked the bordering 
mountaintops, some of which soared to 3,000 feet. One road, Route 
548 — an overly glorified term for the narrow dirt path — wound 
down the valley from the abandoned base of A Luoi to the tiny town 
of A Shau at the valley’s southern terminus. 

But Route 547 was of great concern to the South Vietnamese. 
Branching out of the valley near the village of Ta Bat, the road 
meandered northeast for 40 miles into the city of Hue. Without a 
doubt, the A Shau Valley was a dagger aimed at the heart of the 
ancient imperial capital. 

North Vietnam was well aware of this when the Geneva Accords 
divided Vietnam in 1954. Hanoi settled down for a long war. Far 
from accepting the new reality of two separate countries, the com¬ 
munists immediately looked for ways to extend their power south of 
the new Demilitarized Zone (DMZ). 

In 1959, the North Vietnamese began building the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail, though in those early days it was a mere shadow of the mas¬ 
sive supply system that it would later become. The first trail was a 
spider web of pathways leading across the DMZ and into South 
Vietnam, but because Saigon’s soldiers regularly patrolled there, 
North Vietnamese efforts were often thwarted. 

For this reason, in 1961, Hanoi shifted the focus of its infiltra¬ 


tion from the DMZ west to the Laotian border, though the A Shau 
remained crucial to the war effort in northern South Vietnam, an 
area Saigon called I Corps. The North Vietnamese established sev¬ 
eral base areas — storage and infiltration points for men and 
materiel — inside Laos. One of them, Base Area 611, had its east¬ 
ern terminus at the northern end of the A Shau Valley. While rugged 
terrain isolated the A Shau from the more populated coastal areas, it 
was a natural funnel into South Vietnam. Better still, from Hanoi’s 
perspective, North Vietnamese troops in the A Shau were a thorn in 
the rear of American and South Vietnamese positions along the 
DMZ, while at the same time threatening Hue and Danang, the 
biggest cities in I Corps. 

In 1966, in reaction to the massive U.S. troop buildup, Hanoi 
made the northern part of South Vietnam into an independent mili¬ 
tary regions called the B4 Front (also known as Military Region Tri- 
Thien-Hue\ for Quang Tri Province, Thua Thien Province and Hue). 
Within two years the B4 Front had at its disposal between 50,000 
and 65,000 troops, all with the responsibility of protecting Route 9 
(the road running east-west between Dong Ha, just south of the 
DMZ, and Tchepone, Laos, the entrance to Base Ara 611) and the A 
Shau Valley, the two main spurs of the Ho Chi Minh Trail entering 
South Vietnam from Laos. 

Not surprisingly, the A Shau’s strategic position meant that the 
North Vietnamese would fight to keep it, and this made the 
American task there a difficult one. In June 1965, General William 
C. Westmoreland, commander of the Military Assistance Comand, 
Vietnam (MACV), established three Special Forces camps in the 
valley. By December, it was clear that they were badly outnum¬ 
bered, and two were abandoned. The third, located at the A Shau’s 
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A paratrooper wounded during an assault against 3,000-foot Dong Ap Bia, the mountain dubbed 
“Hamburger Hill” by GIs of the 101 st Airborne, grimaces in pain as he awaits evacuation at base camp. 


hospital was discovered inside the mountain 
with a list of patients treated revealing over 
half of the NVA 700-man battalion was 
killed or WIA. 

“Bloody Ridge,” as the men called it, 
was a nasty preview of things yet to come in 
the A Shau. The show was hardly over. 

The Main Event 

After digesting the bitter lessons-leamed 
of “Massachusetts Striker,” the next round, 


“Apache Snow,” was adjusted accordingly. 
On a daily basis, for more than a month 
prior to the start of the mission, C-130s 
dropped 10- to 15,000-pound Daisy Cutters 
into the dense jungle creating instant LZs. 
Thirty locations were blasted clear of jungle 
up and down A Shau. Charlie had no idea 
which LZ would be selected for the appar¬ 
ent impending big-league operation. 

On the nervous adrenaline-soaked 
morning of 10 May 69, “Apache Snow” 


commenced, the curtain rising on a one- 
hour LZ prep preceding the combat 
assault insertion of the five-battalion 
force. Five LZs surrounding the mountain 
Dong Ap Bia — Hill 937 — became 
ground zero. At 0600, Tac Air arrived on 
station, under the guidance of ground 
commander Lieutenant Colonel Weldon 
Honeycutt, 3/187th, 101 st Airborne, hov¬ 
ering nearby in his UH-1D and personally 
directing the initial air strikes. 250- 
pounders filled with HE, 20mm cannon 
and napalm lit up once-quiet positions as 
the assault began in earnest. Aircraft con¬ 
tinued the softening-up and soon cleared 
the area before all hell broke loose. From 
positions east and south of Ap Bia every 
piece of artillery in range let go at 0650 
hrs. — five firebases with 155mm main 
guns and almost 65 howitzers all erupting 
in unison. Hundreds of rounds thundered 
and cratered into coordinates adjacent to 
the five predetermined landing zones. 
Later, the final touchups of the LZs were 
added by gunships with minigun fire, 
rockets and flechett rounds. 

While this was underway, the 65-Huey 
armada was thumping inbound with the 
first waves of Honeycutt’s troops to 
secure the LZs and establish perimeter 
security. Cobra and Huey gunships, 
bristling with munitions, hovered near the 
LZs while CA teams touched down 
around 0710 hrs. 

“Screaming Eagles” of the 101st 

Continued on page 72 


southern entrance, was overrrun on 13 March 1966. With that bat¬ 
tle, the North Vietnamese made it clear that they would fight all 
comers to the valley. 

In the summer of 1966, U.S. Marines moved into the northern 
part of the A Shau, but a combination of fierce resistance and bad 
weather pushed them back. For almost two years the communists 
held unopposed sway over the A Shau, using it to launch two limit¬ 
ed offensives along the DMZ, in 1967, and a concerted attack 
against Hue during the 1968 Tet Offensive, Stunned by the capture 
of Hue, Westmoreland decided to preempt further offensives by 
sending troops into the A Shau to punish the North Vietnamese. In 
April 1968, the highly mobile 1 st Cavalry Division launched 
“Operation Delaware” but, once again, North Vietnamese tenacity, 
rugged terrain and atrocious weather joined forces to thwart the 
Americans, who nevertheless killed over 800 enemy soldiers but 
left without seriously harming the enemy network. 

By late 1968, General Westmoreland decided to concentrate his 
limited manpower resources around Saigon. But he did what he 
could to keep pressure on the North Vietnamese in the A Shau. A 
procession of Special Forces reconnaissance teams were sent into 
the valley to pinpoint enemy bases for destruction with B-52s — but 
many were never heard from again. 

During 1969, limited operations kept the valley from becoming 
the exclusive domain of the North Vietnamese, but there was no 
attempt to permanently push the enemy out. In January, the 9* 
Marine launched Operation “Dewey Canyon” north of the A Shau, 
but history repeated itself. Despite inflicting heavy casualties on the 
enemy, the Marines met stiff resistance and failed to disrupt the 
logistical pipeline. 

In March, the 101 st Airborne Divison tried the same thing in the 
southern part of the valley. Fighting bad weather, hostile terrain and 
a ready and willing enemy, the paratroopers still managed to find 
and destroy several supply caches and troop complexes. It was these 


discoveries that convinced the division to go ahead with “Operation 
Apache Snow” in May 1969. 

In 1970, while most attention was turned toward the Cambodian 
border west of Saigon, the 101 st Airborne Division maintained a 
handful of its bases near the A Shau Valley. The beginnings of the 
U.S. troop drawdown were being felt on the battlefield, prompting 
commanders to come up with new ideas for stretching their man¬ 
power. One plan was to emphasize fire support bases, self-contained 
islands of artillery strategically placed to dominate the terrain. 
Mobile warfare was falling by die wayside. One such base opened 
by the paratroopers was Firebase Ripcord, built in April 1970. But 
the North Vietnamese would not allow this threat so close to their 
logistical lines, and they spent most of the next few months attack¬ 
ing it. By summer, the larger part of a regiment surrounded Ripcord, 
conjuring up memories of a Khe Sanh-style siege. On 23 July the 
base was abandoned. 

For the next year-and-a-half, only special operations teams and 
the South Vietnamese 1 st Division ventured into the valley. Then, in 
the spring of 1972, Hanoi launched its Nguyen Hue Offensive 
(termed “The Easter Offensive” by Americans), sweeping the South 
Vietnamese army from northern I Corps. Hanoi’s troops also 
launched another attack against Hue from the A Shau Valley, but 
failed to take the city. 

The South Vietnamese clawed their way back to Quang Tri City 
— the country’s northernmost provincial capital — but their coun¬ 
teroffensive sputtered before reaching Route 9. With the road from 
Laos now in their hands, the North Vietnamese were not so depen¬ 
dent on the A Shau Valley. 

As they marched toward Saigon in 1975, the North Vietnamese 
Army no longer needed the jungle trails snaking through the rugged 
A Shau Valley — they drove down the country paved roads. 

But the “Valley of Death” had served its purpose. 

— Dale Andrade 
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AP/Wsdu World 


I 



(top) The terrorist: shadowy specter haunting the late 20th century, here 
in the form of a hooded “Black September” terrorist looking over the 
balcony at Olympic Village in Munich, during September 1972 massacre 
of 11 Israeli athletes. Simple dramatic weapons that can cause dramat¬ 
ic results (above, left) have always appealed to terrorists. Bombs are a 


favorite: Four people were killed aboard TWA Flight 840 from Rome to 
Athens in 1986, by a small explosive device placed under seat cushion, 
(above, right) Individual targets of terrorism are attacked when most vul¬ 
nerable — often when traveling in a car. 


h the first of a three-part series , 
Soldier Of Fortune examines the 
violent and murky world of ter¬ 
rorists and terrorism . Terrorism is a rela¬ 
tively new threat to world peace and new 
laws must be passed immediately to pro¬ 
tect us ... not! Terrorism isn’t new. The 
concept of terrorism has been around for 
hundreds of years- What has changed are 
the tools now available to cgrry out. the 
attacks, and equally, if not more important¬ 
ly, the means by which the populace learns 
of the terrorists’ actions. 

A complete history of international and 
domestic terrorism would require an ency¬ 
clopedic endeavor. However, as Soldier Of 
Fortune examines the past, present and 
future of this phenomenon we call terror¬ 
ism, we will inspect a representative cross- 
section of individuals, groups and their 
areas of operation. 

While the definition of what a terrorist is 
can seem clouded to some, this writer’s 
opinion is very basic: When you attack a foe 
who can defend himself, you may or may 
not be considered a freedom fighter or guer¬ 
rilla. When you murder and maim innocent 
noncombatants, children, the aged or 
infirm, you are a terrorist. And a sniveling 
coward as well. 


Terrorism [mis]Defined 

When it comes to defining exactly what 
terrorism is, or what constitutes a terrorist 
act, disagreement abounds. One end of the 
spectrum contends that terrorism is directly 
related to the overthrow of governments. 
On the ; other end we find those who would 
tack a terrorism label onto everyone and 
everything that doesn’t fall into lock step 
with their own narrow views. In some Cases, 
courts are holding that what was once free 
speech is now terrorism. 

The FBI’s latest definition says, 
"Terrorism is the unlawful use of force or 
violence against persons or property to 
intimidate or coerce a government, the 
civilian populace, or any segment there¬ 
of, in furtherance of political or social 
objectives.” 

It may look good on paper, but is the 
definition so sweeping that it will lay waste 
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to individual liberties and due process of 
law, thus creating a police state, under the 
guise of combating terrorism? That depends 
on how far authorities are willing to stretch 
the wording to fit a given circumstance. 

Since 1995, special congressional appro¬ 
priations have given the FBI more than half 
a billion dollars and nearly 2,000 additional 
personnel slots, all under the new counter¬ 
terrorism umbrella. That figure is soon to 
reach into the billions of dollars. In order to 
hang onto such windfalls they will be expect¬ 
ed to offer up a terrorist headcount. How far 
will the words “force? or “intimidate” be 
stretched, not to mention, “Or any segment 
thereof”? And just who is going to 
set the parameters on “political or 
social objectives”? With big bucks 
on the line, we had all better be vig¬ 
ilant of new changes. 

And it’s not just the feds who 
are getting financial increases to 
fight the newly perceived terrorist 
threat. State and local agencies are 
also seeing a greening of their cof¬ 
fers. But the same rules will apply. 

As those in the bounty hunting 
business say, “no bodies, no 
booty.” In response we are already 
seeing some pretty loose interpre¬ 
tations as to what constitutes ter¬ 
rorism. Just recently, in a lai^e 
metropolitan Arizona city, a drunk 
rammed his pick-up truck against 
the side of the pplice station. He 
was charged with, that latest of 
buzzwords, “terrorism.” 

If all this sounds a little cyni¬ 
cal, and maybe even a bit para¬ 
noid, just look at the ongoing 
“policing for profit” under the 
RICO statutes that daily rape and 
pillage constitutional search and 
seizure protections, all in the name 
of the so-called “war on drugs.” 

Your Hero, Our Terrorist? 

All that said, what does define 
a terrorist? Could it really be, 

“One man’s terrorist is another 
man’s freedom fighter”? It’s an old 
cliche that riles many politicians 
and terrorism experts. “That’s 
bullshit,” they angrily proclaim. “A terror¬ 
ist,” they say, “is simply a terrorist!” Maybe 
so, but then again it often depends on whose 
ox is being gored. 

In fact, today’s terrorist may well be 
tomorrow’s school teacher, president, prime 
minister, or even Nobel laureate. 
Farfetched? Recent history demonstrates 
otherwise: 

• Menachem Begin: In 1946, as a leader 
of the terrorist group Irgun, one of Begin’s 
many violent actions was directing the 
bombing of British military headquarters 
in Jerusalem’s King David Hotel. Ninety- 
one people were killed, including 45 
Arabs, 28 British soldiers and over a dozen 
Jews, In 1977, Begin was Prime Minister 
of Israel. In 1978, he received the Nobel 
Peace Prize. 


• Nelson Mandela: In 1988 the United 
States government listed the socialist 
African National Congress and its military 
arm, Mandela’s own Umkhonto we Sizwe 
(Spear of the Nation) as terrorist groups. 
Supported by, among others, the Soviet 
Bloc, Cuba and Libya, Umkhonto we Sizwe 
was responsible for years of indiscriminate 
bombings and murders which left scores of 
blacks, as well as whites, dead in South 
Africa and neighboring countries. 

In 1990, after serving 27 years in prison 
for sabotage and plotting to overthrow the 
South African government, Mandela was 
released. Immediately he became the dar¬ 


ling of the liberal left. Awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1993, Mandela went on to be 
inaugurated president of South Africa the 
following year. 

• Yasir Arafat (Abu Ammar): Current 
president of the Palestinian Authority and 
winner of the 1994 Nobel Peace Prize, Yasir 
Arafat’s dark past follows close behind him. 
Founder (1957) of Al Fatah, the military 
arm of the PLO, Arafat spread international 
terrorism far and wide. Al Fatah (then 
known as Black September Organization) is 
perhaps best known for its 1972 Munich 
Olympics massacre, which left 11 Israeli 
athletes dead. Although perceived by many 
as being strictly anti-Israel, it has been an 
equal-opportunity terror group. Examples 
include the 1971 assassination of Jordanian 
Prime Minister Wasfi el-Tal, the 1972 


attempted attack on Jordanian King 
Hussein’s London residence, and the 1978 
attempted assassination of the Iraqi ambas¬ 
sador to the United Nations. 

• Angela Davis: Avowed communist and 
racist Black Panther Party member, Dayis 
was on the FBI’s Ten Most Wanted list in 
the 1970s for her part in the shotgun murder 
of a California judge and three prisoners 
during a failed escape attempt. Today, Davis 
is a professor of History Consciousness at 
the University of California at Santa Cruz. 

• Bernardine Dohm: During the late 
’60s and early ’70s, Bernardine Dohm was 
a leader in the Weather Underground. This 

leftist-terrorist group was respon- 
5:^sible for scores of bombings, 
£ armed robberies, and the murder 
J of police officers across the 
£ United States. In the ’90s Dohm 
became co-chair of the American 
But Association’s Litigation Task 
Force on Children. 

Reformed, Or Successful? 

So, who really knows? Given 
mankind’s tumultuous moral his¬ 
tory, is it possible, however ridicu¬ 
lous it may seem now, that today ’s 
Osama bin Laden or Timothy 
McVeigh may be tomorrow’s U.N. 
Secretary General or United States 
Senator? 

Showman Robert Ripley may 
well have had world politics in 
mind when he made his lasting 
observation, “Truth is stranger 
than fiction.” But ‘then again, 
maybe that other famous show¬ 
man, P.T. Bamum, had a better 
handle on it. 

Understanding the driving 
forces behind terrorism is no more 
difficult than figuring out why 
wars are fought. Taken to the low¬ 
est basic level, somebody’s not 
happy with something. Since there 
will never be a day when all’s right 
with the World, you need to be 
aware of why things are, and how 
to survive in the mine field we call 
life. Philosophy aside, what are the 
causal factors of terrorism? The 
root motivations fdr terrorism boil down to 
some very basic factors, which by them¬ 
selves or combined with any of the others, 
can light the fuse to disaster: 

• Politic si Ideology: Governments have 
consistently waged long and bloody wars for 
political reasons. In the age of nuclear and 
advanced chemical/biological weapons, full- 
scale waging of war “the old fashioned w^” 
could have devastating effects on all sides of 
a conflict. While it didn’t invent terrorism, 
the former Soviet Union was quick to recog¬ 
nize the long-term benefits of exploiting it 
Through its covert., and sometimes not-so- 
covert support and guidance of various 
international terrorist groups, the Soviets 
were able, to inflict costly and burdensome 
damage on the western powers, while effec¬ 
tively keeping its own skirts clean. 



The most appalling single act of terrorism on American soil was 
the bombing of the Murrah Building in Oklahoma City. Timothy 
McVeigh was convicted and sentenced to death, but his former 
defense attorney Stephen Jones is convinced there was a broader 
conspiracy. 
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Additionally, smaller countries with 
grievances, who would stand no chance in a 
pitched battle against a larger and more 
powerful foe, found terrorism to be an 
effective weapon with which David could 
give Goliath a bloody nose and pretty much 
get away with it. 

• Religion: One of the strongest of all 
violence-producing factors is religious con¬ 
viction. The long and bloody Crusades pit¬ 
ted Christians against Moslems. The infa¬ 


mous 1605 Guy Fawkes (Catholic) 
Gunpowder Plot to blow up King James I 
(Protestant) and the British Parliament was 
equally religious. Without a doubt, religious 
fervor has been a leading cause of more 
bloodshed than perhaps any other factor in 
man’s history. Look no further than 
Northern Ireland or the Middle East. 

• Ethnicity: Simply put, if you don’t 
belong to my tribe, village, race, etc., you 
are my enemy. I may not be exactly sure 
why, but I know you are. A quick trip to 
Africa or the Balkan States, or a dozen other 
world hot spots will rest the case. 

• Hate: Last, but not least, good old- 
fashioned hatred. By itself, or combined 
with any of the above, hatred has opened 
many a jugular vein. 

Home Front U.S.A. 

The bombings of the World Trade 
Center in New York City and the Murrah 
Federal Building in Oklahoma City turned a 
page in American history. To most it was the 
first time that terrorism had reared its ugly 
head on our shores. Or was it? 

Recently I’d quizzed several media 
acquaintances on terrorism in the good old 
U.S.A. Oh sure, there was the UNA- 
BOMBer, who had begun to take on almost 
cult status. And maybe some random “right- 
wing zealot” incidents, but that was all they 
could think of. When I threw out a few 
names ... Mark Rudd ... Bemardine Dohm 
... Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, all that came 
back were blank stares. 

In fact, the history of the United States 
is loaded with cases of domestic terror¬ 
ism. Want large ANFO (ammonium 
nitrate-fuel oil) truck bombs blowing up 
government buildings? We’ve had ’em. 
How about hundreds struck down by ter¬ 


| August 1970, the group exploded a Ford 
< Econoline van packed with several 55-gal- 
d Ion drums of ANFO (ammonium nitrate- 
fuel oil) explosive on the University of 
Wisconsin campus. Their target, Sterling 
Hall, which housed the U.S. Army 
Mathematics Research Center, was severely 
damaged, one postdoctoral student was 
killed and three others injured. 

•FALN (Fuerzas Armadas Liberacion 
Nacional) and Los Macheteros (Erjercito 


rorist, biological agent attack? Had that 
too. Right, left, and beyond the Twilight 
Zone, let’s look at a small cross-section of 
our own turbulent history: 

• KKK (Ku Klux Klan): Not content with 
a long history of racial, religious and ethni¬ 
cally motivated shootings, lynchings, 
bombings and arsons, the infamous KKK 
sunk to a new low in September 1963. On a 
quiet Sunday morning in Birmingham, 
Alabama, Klansmen detonated a large 
dynamite bomb under the front steps of the 
Sixteenth Street Baptist Church. The blast, 
timed to go off as church services ended, 
killed four children and injured many more. 

• Weathermen/Weather Underground: A 
violent offshoot of the leftist SDS (Students 
For a Democratic Society), the Weathermen 
were responsible for more than 40 bomb¬ 
ings, arsons and attacks on government 
agencies and police across the country dur¬ 
ing the late ’60s and early ’70s. On 24 


(clockwise from top) Red Army Faction 
attacked Mercedes occupied by U.S. Army 
Europe commander, Gen. Kroessen, in 1981 
with this result. What remained df U.S. Marine 
barracks in Beirut, Lebanon after 1983 truck 
bombing by elements of Hezbollah. The 
Japanese Red Army, lead by Fusako 
Shigenobu (aka Marian Fusako Okudaira, Miss 
Yuki, Haruo Wako) did not limit its attacks to 
Japan. Nearly every society has produced ter¬ 
rorists since WW1I. Colombian M-19 (19th of 
April Movement) terrorists, armed here with 
Czechoslovak M-25 and Israeli Uzi, are now 
part of coalition of groups threatening 
Colombian stability. 


Popular de Boricua — Popular Army of 
Boricua): During the ’70s and ’80s both 
groups fiercely espoused Puerto Rican inde¬ 
pendence. Operating primarily on the main¬ 
land, the FALN or Armed Forces of 
National Liberation, was the most prolific 
of all domestic terrorist groups — responsi¬ 
ble for well over 100 bombings of political 
and military targets in the midwest and on 
the east coast. 

Operating mainly in Puerto Rico, the 
Macheteros , or “Machete wielders,” declared 
war on the United States government. In 
addition to killing U.S. servicemen, the 
group attacked an Air National Guard base in 
Puerto Rico in January 1981. Blowing up 
eight jets and damaging two others, they 
caused approximately $40 million in dam¬ 
age. Their 1983 robbery of a Wells Faigo 
armored truck depot in Hartford, Connec¬ 
ticut, was one of the largest heists in U.S. his¬ 
tory, netting $7.2 million. 

Communist Connections 

In an interesting side note, in 1983 and 
1985 the Macheteros fired M72 LAW rockets 
into U.S. federal buildings in San Juan. 
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Tracing determined that the rockets were part 
of the stores U.S. forces left behind in Vietnam. 
Further intelligence determined that the LAWs 
made their way into the Macheteros’ hands 
after being shipped to Cuba by the communist 
Vietnamese government 

• JDL (Jewish Defense League): 
Founded in New York in 1968 by Rabbi 
Meir Kahane, the JDL’s original goals were 
to protect orthodox Jews from attacks by 
street hoodlums. In short order, the group 
graduated to vandalism, arson, shootings 
and bombings. Despite its constant denials, 
law enforcement agencies have tied the JDL 


to at least 50 violent acts in its first 20 years 
of existence. In August 1985, a Boston 
Police Department bomb squad officer 
was severely injured while attempting to 
render safe a suspected JDL bomb planted 
at the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination 
Committee (ADC) office in Roxbury, 
Massachusetts. On 11 October 1985, ADC 
regional director Alexander Odeh was killed 
in the explosion of a booby-trapped pipe 
bomb as he opened the door to his Santa 
Ana, California, office. 

• Rajneesh Foundation International: 
Booted out of his native India in 1981, the 


more-than-shady “guru,” B hag wan Shree 
Rajneesh, headed for the United States. 
Along with a group of followers, he pur¬ 
chased 60,000+ acres of land near the small 
town of Antelope, Oregon for his “sexually 
open” commune. Taking advantage of 
Oregon’s lenient voting laws, the 
Rajneeshees bussed in more than 1,000 
homeless derelicts from across the country 
to “stack” the vote. After taking political 
control of Antelope, they changed the name 
to Rajneeshpuram, installed their own 

Continued on page 70 


m ention the name Ilich Ramirez Sanchez or even pass 
around his photo and you will receive blank stares in 
return. Invoke his nom de guerre , however, and the lights suddenly 
snap on. In a world where name recognition counts, Carlos the 
Jackal rates a 10-plus. 

Forty-nine years old, Sanchez, a self-described “professional rev¬ 
olutionary,” was bom in Caracas, Venezuela. The first-born son of a 
millionaire Marxist lawyer, his life was a dichotomy from the start. 

Carlos the Jackal 

At the same time that he professed to be a hard¬ 
line Marxist, he was reveling in the good life: 
wine, women and the “niceties” that money, a 
ton of money, could buy. 

At 17, Carlos headed off to camp, Campo 
Matanzas that is. Located just outside of 
Havana, the curriculum at this “camp” was 
geared less toward basket weaving and sing-a- 
longs and more toward satchel charges and 
shoot-outs. It was here that he caught the eye of 
his future KGB handlers. 

By 1968, he had moved on to Patrice 
Lumumba University in Moscow, where he 
was to polish his skills in international hell¬ 
raising. Evidently Carlos misunderstood that 
the hell he was expected to raise was outside of 
the socialist, fraternal countries because his 
wild and crazy ways got him expelled for 
“hooliganism.” Despite this, or maybe because 
of it, he was still a rising star in the eyes of the 
KGB and Cuban DGI, and would soon form 
the Organization for Armed Arab Struggle and 
be recruited by various other terror groups, not 
the least of which was the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). 

Although his actual deeds were often 
clouded in over-glorifying myth, a few of the many terrorist acts 
attributed to Carlos the Jackal include: 

• May 1972: Following Carlos’ directions, three Japanese Red 
Army terrorists attack Lod Airport in Israel. In the ensuing hail of 
machine-gun fire and grenade fragments, 27 people are killed and 
75 wounded. 

• December 1973: Euzkadi ta Askatasuna (ETA), the Basque 
separatist group, using explosives supplied by Carlos via the 
Provisional Irish Republican Army (PIRA/PROVO), employ a 
buried, remote-control bomb to assassinate Spanish Prime 
Minister Admiral Luis Carrero Blanco, his chauffeur and a secu¬ 
rity officer, blowing Carrero’s car over a five-story building. 

• September 1974: Again with the assistance of Carlos, the 
Japanese Red Army seizes the French embassy in The Hague. In 
exchange for their 11 hostages, the terrorists secure the release 
of their comrade, Furuya Yukata, $300,000 and a plane ride to 
safe haven in Syria. 


• December 1975: PFLP leader Carlos and his gang of multi¬ 
national cutthroats storm the Vienna headquarters of OPEC, the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries. Within minutes 
two security guards and an elderly Austrian policeman are gunned 
down and 70 hostages are taken. Despite orders from his PFLP 
boss, Wadi Haddad, Carlos fails to carry out the assigned assassi¬ 
nation of Saudi Oil Minister Sheik Zaki Yamani. 

Although disputed in some circles, Carlos has been linked to a 
planning role in both the 1972 Munich Olympics massacre and the 
1976 Air France hijacking to Uganda which led to the famous 
Israeli commando rescue, “Raid on Entebbe.” All in all, Carlos has 
been directly responsible for more than 80 killings and scores of 
terrorist bombings, kidnappings and murders. 

A wanted man by so many for so long, his 
*2 luck finally ran out. With the collapse of the 
§ Soviet Union and the world political stage 
changing acts, Carlos and his loose-cannon 
ways had become an embarrassment to many of 
his former mentors. 

Some of the details are a bit sketchy, but the 
final demise of The Jackal follows this trail: 
Uncomfortable with his presence in that coun¬ 
try, Syria’s Hafez Assad has Carlos shipped off 
to Sudan. Then, attempting to curry a bit of U.S. 
favor, drops a dime on him. Washington, how¬ 
ever, worried about possible fallout, slides the 
coin over to France, who had long wanted the 
elusive butcher for bombings and mayhem in 
their backyard. 

On 14 August 1994, Carlos is in a 
Khartoum hospital for a little minor surgery; 
some say for a “tummy tuck,” others maintain 
the good life had caused a pesky varicose vein 
to develop in one of his testicles. As he settles 
in for a little trim, French commandos, (having 
greased the palms of Sudanese officials), 
barge in, drug him, stuff his pudgy, Cohiba 
cigar-smoking butt into a sack, and slap him 
on a plane to Paris. 

On 23 December 1997, a Paris court finds Dich Ramirez 
Sanchez (aka Carlos the Jackal) guilty of the 1975 murders of 
French counterintelligence officers Jean Donatini and Raymond 
Dous, as well as his own former chief aide, Michel Moukharbal. 

Sentenced to life in prison, Carlos still faces additional French 
charges for a string of bombings across Paris and Marseilles. In 
addition, Germany wants him for bombing the French cultural 
center in Berlin as does Austria for the OPEC siege. 

While not the “super-terrorist” many claim him to be, neither 
is he the put-upon innocent some leftist journalists portray. There 
is no doubt that Carlos the Jackal has been there and done that and 
caused untold misery along the way. Even today he remains out¬ 
spoken, most recently supposedly staging a hunger strike in sup¬ 
port of Iraq’s Saddam Hussein. 

Barring any unforeseen events, Carlos should remain prisoner 
number 872686X for a long time to come. — R.L.S. 



Ilich Ramirez Sanchez (aka Carlos the 
Jackal) in his passport photo circa 
1975. He now resides in relative luxu¬ 
ry in a French jail. 
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(far left: left to right) Rangers Tommie Field, Bill Cleveland, Ray Frank 
and Mike Durant outside of the Black Hawk Super Six Four In 
Mogadishu, (above) Ranger Keni Thomas aboard Black Hawk head¬ 
ing out on mission, (right: left to right) Ranger Joe Hanosky, Air Force 
Combat Controllar Dan Schilling, and Ranger Mike Pringle posing 
before their Humvee, topped with & Browning M2 HMG, which led the 
lost convoy through the cit y, (far right) Group shot of Task Force 
Ranger without Delta Force. Humvees are in rear. 


contingent of United States Army Rangers and Delta Force 
operators were inserted by helicopter into Mogadishu on 
3 October 1993. Their mission was to capture members 
of a Somali clan regarded by Washington as standing in 
the way of bringing peace and order to this fragmented country. 
They had done it before, moving in and out of the hostile city 
before most people knew they were there. 

Fast-roping into the city from UH-60 helicopters, they moved 
in and arcessied their Large!. It should have taken them an hour, but 
Lhis time ihings wcnE wrong. Pinned down, they spent a harrow¬ 
ing night in the hostile city, fighting for their lives against a 
swarming Somali militia. When it was over, two Black Hawks 
had been shot down, 14 American soldiers were dead and more 
than 70 wounded. 

Mark Bowden, a reporter for the Philadelphia Inquirer , has 
written what is arguably the definitive account of this battle. He 
evokes the horror of war. as well as its heroism. Battle is savage, 
messy, and confused — boys become men when the bullets fly — 
and Bowden captures it on paper. Soldier Of Fortune talked with 
Bowden about what he learned while writing Black Hawk Down! 

SOF: What made you write this book? 

Bowden: Well, Vm always looking for a good story — that’s 
whai I do for a living — and this one struck me as very powerful 
and dramatic, I remember reading about American soldiers 
pinned down in Mogadishu, surrounded and fighting for their 
lives. It conjured up images of the Alamo or the Little Bighorn. 
So iJ-fcal's what got me interested in it. 

A year or two laler, while working on a different story, I met 


the father of one of the young soldiers killed in that fighl, Jamie 
Smith. And it was really in conversation with Jim (Jim Smith was 
a Ranger officer in Vietnam, where he lost a leg in battle) that 1 
became determined to report the story. Jim initially introduced 
me to young Rangers who were in the battle. 

SOF: Did the Defense Department cooperate with you? ! 

Bowden: The only cooperation I got from the Defense 
Department was when they arranged interviews wilh Rangers 
down at Fort Benning and, subsequently, at Fort Campbell with 
some of the UH-60 pilots. That was considerable help, bul then 
they got kind of irritated with me because I kept asking for more 
interviews. At that point, my requests began to fall on unfertile 
ground. Nevertheless, the soldiers themselves and many guys 
who were no longer in the Army were enthusiastic to help. Each 
of the guys I talked to had the names of others who were (herd, 
and eventually I had scores of people to talk to. 


Then I went to Mogadishu to interview Somalis and see the 
battlefield. I think the trip enhanced my credibility with high- 
ranking officials in Washington. I met many officials, all the way 
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up to General Colin Powell, and some of them were willing to 
give me access to documents and information about the battle. 
This included an official account prepared by USASOC (U.S. 
Army Special Operations Command), which gave a precise 
chronology and figures about men and equipment; this was very 
helpful. Eventually I was able to listen to tapes of radio broadcasts 
of the fight, which, when you squared them against the detailed 
chronology, gave an extraordinarily precise view of what was 
happening moment by moment during the fight. I also viewed 
some of the videotape shot during critical moments of the battle 
from observation helicopters flying over Mogadishu. This was 
very dramatic, and confirmed the mental picture I had of the fight. 
I also got a detailed list of all the wounded and killed. So, where 
some of the Delta Force soldiers had not been identified — the 
Army does not even acknowledge that they exist — I was able to 
match up names on the list. Also, an Army historian went to 
Mogadishu in the days after the battle and debriefed many of the 
soldiers, and a number of the SEALs and Delta Force operators 
wrote accounts of their role in the fight within days after it hap¬ 
pened. Eventually I was able to get my hands on that as well. 

SOF: Let's go back in time . You don't go into much detail in 
the book about how America got involved in Somalia in the first 


by subsequent events. 

Mohamed Farah Aidid and his clan were obviously not 
pleased with the intervention, but they were in no position to con¬ 
test 20,000 foreign troops in their backyard, so they laid low and 
bided their time. As the famine ended, I think that UN officials on 
the ground knew that Aidid was just waiting for them to leave. 
Unless they were able to reach some sort of agreement with the 
warring factions and set up a coalition government, the fighting 
would just resume as soon as the UN pulled out. 

In the spring ofl993 they encouraged the groups to sit down and 
talk. Of course, the minor warlords were very pleased with this 
because it gave them leverage against Aidid. But Aidid wanted to 
rule the whole country. He had been the prime force involved in 
overthrowing the previous dictator, Siad Barre, and he saw himself 
as the rightful ruler of Somalia. So Aidid was not inclined to share 
power with anyone. He began making trouble right from the start. 
Basically, when the Marines pulled out, in March 1993, Aidid began 
fighting with UN troops, none of which were as strong or well- 
trained as the U.S. Marines. In June, his clan ambushed a Pakistani 
patrol and horribly mutilated their bodies. From that point on, the 
UN declared Aidid an outlaw and decided that the only way they 
could have a coalition in Somalia was to get rid of AidieL 


place. How did it happen? 

Bowden: With the best of intentions. In 1992 Americans were 
treated to television images of starving Somali children. America 
responded — George Bush responded — to prevent further famine. 
That was why we initially intervened in December of 1992. 

SOF: Once American troops were on the ground , things 
began to fall apart. This is not uncommon. 

When the British first went to Northern 
Ireland they were welcomed. That soon 
changed. When American Marines went to 
Beirut they were welcomed, but they were 
driven out by suicide bombers . In Somalia, 
how did attitudes change? 

Bowden: Initially, the factions that 
were upset by the UN intervention — 
which was basically an American interven¬ 
tion — were outnumbered and outgunned, 
so they laid low. What U.S. troops saw 
when they first arrived were those Somalis 
who wanted the fighting to end. The people 
who greeted them were genuinely happy to 
see someone end the clan stalemate and get 
the food distributed. I think it’s important 
to remember that the intervention did end 
the famine. Very quickly. The Marines 
went in there and turned that country 
around in a matter of days. I think that is a 


G STORY OF MODERN UlflR 


The initial efforts were clumsy because they lacked the abili¬ 
ty to move quickly on Aidid. So Jonathan Howe, a former U.S. 
admiral who had been hired by the UN, asked Washington in the 
summer of 1993 to send Delta Force. The idea was to locate Aidid 
and arrest him with a minimum of casualties. There was actually 
an advance team of Delta operators sent to Mogadishu in June 
1993 to check out the situation. They decid¬ 
ed that it would be fairly easy to take Aidid 
at that point. But the Clinton 
Administration and the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
were opposed to sending Delta Force, and 
while the UN was blundering around trying 
to arrest Aidid, he obviously became aware 
that he was being targeted and went to 
cover. By the end of August, after four U.S. 
soldiers were killed and several were 
wounded in Somalia, the Joint Chiefs 
changed their minds and sent Task Force 
Ranger, but by then Aidid was nos going to 
be easy to grab. 

SOF: Clearly the new mission was quite 
a bit different than before — adversarial 
rather than humanitarian. 

Bowden: Efforts to grab Aidid that 
summer had resulted in the deaths of 
DERNUlflR k many Somalis, alienating most of the city. 

Even moderate Hadr Gidr members 


historical fact that was been overshadowed 


became very anti-UN and particularly 
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□nlri-L^S. So Tajik Force Ranger’s mission was never humani¬ 
tarian. Lt was warlike. They went to Somalia to arrest Aidid and 
take apart his elan. 

SOF: Which might explain the many acts of callousness you 
describe in your hook. You write that the helicopters swept low 
over the city, throwing dirt and dust over everyone and making 
lots of misCr You said that “Mogadishu felt brutalized and 
harassed” 

Bowden: Yes, and I think that is fair to say from their per¬ 
spective. There were probably very good reasons why 
American forces were doing that, but I try in the book to cap¬ 
ture both the American and Somali perspectives. If you want to 
understand why the Somalis were so filled with hate and anger 
for U.S, troops, you have to see from their perspective what 
touched that off. 

SOF: You spend a great deal of time with the emotions of men 
in hat tie. When the fighting became more desperate, you give sev¬ 
eral horrifying accounts of American soldiers shooting women 
and children. Obviously this was not something they wanted to 
do, but they came to view them as a threat. That must have been 
difficult for many of them to talk about . 

Bowden: You know, it wasn’t. I think they were painful mem- 


Bangers in Humvee topped with Mark-19 auto grenade launcher. 


ones, but I think they warned to talk because they were troubled by 
it, h ut at the same time they knew that they had to do what they did. 

SOF: As the battle swirled, the Rangers called for help and it 
took a long time for the UN troops to respond. There seemed to 
be an undercurrent of anger among the Rangers and Delta oper¬ 
ators pinned down in the city. 

Bowden: It wasn't anger so much as surprise. And the sur¬ 
prise was, J think, felt mostly by the youngest soldiers, the 
Rangers. They saw themselves as part of the most powerful mil¬ 
itary force on earth and they were shocked. They were shocked 
because it was their first combat and because they found that 
they were vulnerable. As elite units, they thought they could 
operate with impunity: they had done six previous missions in 
Mogadishu and had gotten in and out with no trouble. Suddenly 
people were dying. They were being shot to pieces: why was 
Lhis happening? 

The older guys, the veterans, I think, did not experience it that 
way. They had a much more realistic view of what they were 
going into and so they were not so surprised. But I did not pick 
up any anger from these men over how long it took to mount a 
rescue. I think they undercluod how difficult it was. 

SOF: There is a good discussion in the book about how dif¬ 
ferent American units regarded each other. Delta seemed to see 
the Rangers as lightweights, and in turn the Rangers regarded the 
JOth hfountain Division “legs” as poorly trained. Did those atti¬ 


tudes have any effect on the overall mission? 

Bowden: I don’t think so. But there was definitely a hierar¬ 
chy. The Rangers were young and inexperienced compared to the 
well-trained and seasoned Delta operators. I write about the fric¬ 
tion between Delta and the Rangers, who no one really anticipat¬ 
ed being thrown together like that. The result was that there was 
no clear person in charge on the ground. Anyone who knows mil¬ 
itary tactics realizes that this is not good. But I don’t think that 
caused anybody to die. It would have been better if someone had 
been clearly in charge, but I think it’s just a reality of Hie way the 
armed forces are structured. 

SOF: Captain Mike Steele, the Ranger commander on the 
ground, plays a big role in your story. You describe him as being 
veiy by-the-book, which caused some resentment among his men . 
On the other hand, by not following the rules on this occasion, 
they goi in trouble. The Rangers left their night-vision equipment 
behind, even though it was standard operating procedure for 
them to take it. And they did not have enough water. 

Bowden: I think that was a lesson that Steele learned. 
Personally, I think that Steele was an excellent commander As he 
points out, if he had any failings, it was that he was not strict] 
enough in the way he ran that company. And he had occasion to 



Rangers Brian Heard (left), with M60 GPMG, and David Floyd, with 
M249 squad automatic weapon, in hangar prior to a mission. 


regret having given in on some points — like bringing ill water 
and night-vision devices. I think that the way he was viewed hy 
his men was fairly typical; it seems to make sense that a bunch of 
18- and 19-year-olds who were being ordered to do very difficult 
things would resent the person making them do it. 

Steele also irritated Delta Force, but I think that was due to I he 
two different cultures. Delta is made up of mature velerans who 
were selected and trained to act independently. They run their 
unit very differently than the rest of the Army operates- 1 think 
you can have that kind of unit as long as it’s small, but when there 
are young recruits with less training — like the Rangers —I you 
need the order that discipline provides. 

SOF: Early in the book you write about a spy ring that hw 
passing information to the Americans. Could you tell m a tittle 
about that? 

Bowden: Actually I’ve learned more since I wrote the book. 
Basically, that’s what the CIA and other agencies in the U.S, 
government do — they recruit people who can comfortably 
move in those countries and act as spies. Prior to the deployment 
of Task Force Ranger, a human intelligence net was up and run¬ 
ning. Whenever the United States commits troops to a region — 
as we are now in Bosnia or as we probably will in Kosovo — 
one of the things that’s done is that you set up an intelligence tset 
and recruit people so you at least have a shot nt understanding 
what’s going on in the community where you are sending IrOups, 
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So the spy ring was up and running by the time Task Force 
Ranger was sent to Somalia. I am told that they provided very 
effective information. 

SOF: Americans were shocked by television images of dead 
American soldiers being dragged through the streets of 
Mogadishu. You mentioned that this sort of behavior is counter to 
Islamic beliefs f and that some people tried to stop the barbarism. 

Bowden: All of the educated Somalis I talked to were horrified 
by the spectacle. But angry mobs do horrible things. Americans 
saw mob violence on the television. The educated people, some of 
whom I write about in the book, went out and tried to stop it, but 
they couldn’t. There was an instance when a Saudi Arabian UN 
patrol confronted one of the mobs dragging an American body and 
accused them of being poor Muslims. This was done at great risk 
to themselves, and they were unable to stop it. 

Clinton’s special envoy. Ambassador Robert Oakley, immedi¬ 
ately sat down with members of the Habr Gidr clan leaders and 
told them that we intended to get Mike Durant (the captured heli¬ 
copter pilot) back, and that if we had to come looking for him, 
there was going to be shooting — and a lot more than there had 
been before. The clan promptly freed Durant. 

SOF: You call the battle a “pyrrhic victory. ” In what way was 


a devastating blow to the military capability of their dan. If the 
United States had stayed the course, there is every indication 
that the Habr Gidr was on its last legs. But we’ll never know the 
answer to that. 

SOF: This battle came at a time when the United States had 
come through the Gulf War with fewer than 100 AwefkvtM killed 
in action. From then on, the American public b#gtm rggtmling 
any loss of American life in military missions overseas as imac- 
ceptable. Colin Powell reflected this new thinking after the 
battle in Mogadishu, he said that “eighteen dead Would not even 
have warranted a press conference in Vietnam . ” 

Bowden: I think that this is an important lesson. Americans 
have to understand — our leaders have to understand — that- 
when the United States intervenes militarily, people are going to 
get hurt. If soldiers go into combat, some of them are going to get 
killed. That’s the nature of war. I think that you have to make that 
decision up front. If the mission is important enough for people 
to get killed, then you go ahead. If it’s not, then don’t send troops. 
But if our leaders decide to send troops, thinking Lhm the mission 
can be accomplished without anyone getting killed, then they 
condemn the United States to looking foolish. 

SOF: What was the perception of U.S. policy makers'/ Did 



President Clinton with Ranger Scott Galentine at Walter Reed Army 
Hospital!. Galentine had a severed thumb sewn back onto his hand, 
(at rigid) Ranger Lorenzo Ruiz, armed here with M16A2 (at reader’s 
left) and shotgun (at right). Ruiz was killed after taking a wounded 
men's place in the Humvee turret. 


it a victory for the Americans and in what way was it a victory for 
the Somalis? 

Bowden: It was a victory for the Americans in that they 
accomplished what they set out to do, which was arrest Omar 
Salad and Hassan Awale, who were two key members of Aidid’s 
inner circle. That was the mission, and it was accomplished. 
Obviously, it was a pyrrhic victory because it was accomplished 
at a much greater cost than anticipated. 

It was a victory for the Somalis because they drove off the 
most powerful military force in the world. The day after this bat¬ 
tle, Presided Clinton decided to end Task Force Ranger’s mis¬ 
sion. He did not want any further efforts to arrest Aidid or to take 
apart his clan. In a matter of months, America had withdrawn 
from Somalia, and all the Habr Gidr clan leaders who had been 
arrested were released. 

It’s sort of the Third World theory of dealing with America: 
You can’t beat us in battle, but if you can kill some of our sol¬ 
diers, and horrify the American public, you can drive us off. We 
will give up and go away. Somalia is a case study in that. Today, 
Somalis celebrate October third and fourth — they call it “the 
day of the Rangers” — as a big victory. And in a sense, they are 
right, though from a purely practical standpoint, the battle dealt 



they regard it as a success or a failure? 

Bowden: They see it as an embarrassment and a failure. And 
I think unfairly so. Major General William Garrison, the Task 
Force Ranger commander, was scape-goated, his career ended as 
a result of this. Yet there was very little that he did wrong, and 
many things that he did right. 

Admiral Jonathan Howe was the architect of U.S. involvement 
in Somalia in the summer of 1993. He was the erne who believed 
that the solution to the problem there was to gel Aidid. We’ll never 
know if he was right or wrong. If we had managed to capture 
Aidid and take apart his clan, if we had stayed in Mogadishu, ilien 

Continued on page 69 
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Does Clinton’s Policy Amount To Treason? 

By James L. Pate 


l-c'17 the time you read this, the Clinton 
Uj Administration either will have 
been dealt a blow with more ominous impli¬ 
cations than the recently concluded impeach¬ 
ment circus. Or, more likely, that big, affable 
oaf from Arkansas will have buck-danced 
once again out of reach of the not-so-long 
arm of the law. 

But if a few courageous Republicans in 
the House of Representatives prevail, a 700- 
page top-secret report will be public, writ¬ 


ten by a special House committee investi¬ 
gating damage to our national security by 
Bill Clinton’s military and commercial 
deals with the People’s Republic of China. 

The deadline was 1 April, when 
Congress adjourned for its spring recess. 
That’s when the investigative authority of 
the Select Committee on U.S. National 
Security and Military/Commercial 
Concerns with the People’s Republic of 
China was set to expire. 



To be fair, the committee chairman, U.S. 
Rep. Christopher Cox, the California 
Republican who chaired the special com¬ 
mittee, was forbade by law from releasing 
the classified report without authorization. 
And it is the Executive Branch — i.e. Bill 
Clinton — which authorizes any disclosure, 
and prosecutes anyone who leaks secrets 
without his permission. Catch 22. 

The other wild card was a tail-wagging- 
the-dog situation in Yugoslavia’s break¬ 
away Kosovo Province. Despite a lack of 
clear support on either side of Capitol Hill, 
President Clinton committed U.S. military 
troops to combat during the last week of 
March, knowing that Congress historically 
is reluctant to criticize any president’s for¬ 
eign policy when lives are at stake. 

But a week before bombs started falling 
in Yugoslavia, questions among members of 
Congress about Clinton’s policy toward 
Red China, and its implications for U.S. 
national security, had already produced the 
chill of an old-fashioned Cold War spy 


“The PRC’s targeting of sensitive U.S. military 
technology is not limited to missiles and satel¬ 
lites, but covers other military technologies,” 
Cox said, echoing what SOF had already 
reported. “Sensitive U.S. military technology 
has been the subject of serious PRC acquisi¬ 
tion efforts over the past two decades, and 
continues today. 
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scandal, evoking the specters of Julius and 
Ethel Rosenberg, a New York couple exe¬ 
cuted in 1953, after their espionage convic¬ 
tions for giving our atom bomb plans to the 
Soviet Union in the 1940s. 

U.S. Sen. Robert C. Smith, a New 
Hampshire Republican who chairs the Senate 
Armed Services subcommittee on strategic 
forces, said China’s acquisition of plans for 
our most advanced nuclear weapons, alleged¬ 
ly by a U.S. scientist of Chinese ancestry 
working at the laboratories at Los Alamos, 
New Mexico, is the gravest security breach 
since the Rosenberg spy case. 

Impetus to form the Cox committee 
began last summer, with revelations that a 
U.S. corporation, Loral Technologies, 
received a waiver from Clinton to launch a 
satellite in the PRC, despite being under 
criminal investigation for unauthorized 
transfers of missile guidance technology to 
China. Subsequent reports by the Pentagon 
and the Central Intelligence Agency con¬ 
firmed that Loral’s transfers enabled the 
communists to extend the range of their 
nuclear missiles to hit U.S. targets. 

Adding to suspicion that there was a quid 
pro quo involved, Loral’s CEO, Bernard 
Schwartz, donated $2.2 million to Clinton’s 
re-election campaign, after donating only 
$12,500 for his first-term election in 1992. 

Up Your Ante 

But after Schwartz upped the ante, two 
changes took place in the Executive Branch. 
Final approval authority for export of sensi¬ 
tive technology to potential enemies was 
taken from the Pentagon and the State 
Department and given to the Department of 
Commerce. Second, Clinton’s national 
security adviser, Samuel “Sandy” Berger, 
who had only recently left his job as chief 
Washington lobbyist for China’s trade 
office, convinced Clinton to repeal export 
controls on the export of militarily useful 
satellites to the PRC. 

The only campaign contributors whose 
donations exceeded those of Schwartz were 
illegal straw-man proxies for the PRC. 

One was the Riady family, head of a 
mysteriously wealthy Indonesian banking 
conglomerate, identified in U.S. Senate 
hearings as being operatives for PRC’s spy 
network. A former Riady banking execu¬ 
tive, John Huang, became a high-ranking 
U.S. Commerce Department official with 
access to sensitive U.S. secrets. 

Other big contributors besides Schwartz 
included Johnny Chung and Ya Lin 
“Charlie” Trie, both Chinese-Americans, 
who gave millions to the Democratic 
National Committee that had been provided 
to them by suspected Chinese spies, includ¬ 
ing Liu Chaoying, trained in industrial espi¬ 
onage and the daughter a retired top 
People’s Liberation Army general. 

As the tide of outraged congressional 
critics began to swell, with one damaging 
revelation after another in the spring of 
1998, the president delivered in May, during 
a trip to England, a craftily crafted non¬ 
denial that is vintage Clinton-Speak. 



The fruits of technology China has bought and stolen from the U.S. — including nuclear, biolog¬ 
ical and/or nuclear weapons technology — have been passed along at additional profit to the 
PRC to such benevolent states as Libya, Iran, Syria and North Korea. China’s export of nuclear 
and ballistic missile technology to Pakistan set off the biggest arms race ever with India. 
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“I don’t believe you can find any evi¬ 
dence of the fact that I have changed gov¬ 
ernment policy solely because of a contri¬ 
bution,” Clinton said. “All the foreign poli¬ 
cy decisions we made were based on what 
we believed — I and the rest of my admin¬ 
istration — were in the best interests of the 
American people.” 

It all came to a head on Clinton’s return, 
when the tide turned into a tempest on 
Capitol Hill. In a near-unanimous vote on 
18 June 1998, the House voted to create, 
authorize and fund the Select Committee on 
U.S. National Security and 
Military/Commercial Concerns with the 
People’s Republic of China. 

While the report remains classified top 
secret as this issue goes to press, what little 
information that has emerged from anony¬ 
mous sources, quoted in various media out¬ 
lets, confirms what Soldier Of Fortune 
magazine readers have known for more than 
a year, that sensitive U.S. weapons labs, 
from Aberdeen to Lawrence Livermore, for 
some time have been heavily penetrated by 
Chinese and other foreign intelligence 
agents. 

(See the following back issues of SOF : 
“The Mother Of All Cover Ups,” December 
’97; “Spies, Lies and Computer Tapes,” 
February ’98; “The China Syndrome,” 
October ’98; “Dragon Dollars,” November 
’98; “Clinton’s Techno-Treason,” February 
’99; “The Manchurian Presidency,” March 
’99) 

While Cox was limited in what he could 
say publicly, it is clear that his committee’s 
classified report tracks very closely to those 
reported in SOF . 

“The investigation quickly turned to 
classified matters when it became clear that 
far more was involved in U.S. technology 
transfer to the PRC than just isolated cases,” 
Cox told reporters at a news conference in 
late December, announcing completion of 
the report. “The classified and unclassified 
information [was] so intertwined that we 
would risk inadvertent disclosure of classi¬ 
fied information if we did not first submit 


the report... to staff review. 

“The PRC’s targeting of sensitive U.S. 
military technology is not limited to mis¬ 
siles and satellites, but covers other military 
technologies,” Cox said, echoing what SOF 
had already reported, “Sensitive U.S. mili¬ 
tary technology has been the subject of seri¬ 
ous PRC acquisition efforts over the past 
two decades, and continues today. 

Based just on unclassified information 
— not considering what additional details 
of treachery were gleaned from reading 
classified cables, intercepts and other intel¬ 
ligence documents, many of which had to 
be translated from Chinese into English — 
“we have found that national security harm 
did occur,” Cox said. “We have investigated 
these questions more thoroughly than any 
other part of the U.S. government.” 

While he could not elaborate further, the 
usually reserved lawmaker later made com¬ 
ments suggesting the extent to which Bill 
Clinton and Al Gore have compromised 
U.S. national security interests to the 
biggest and most populous communist 
totalitarian state on the planet. 

In a speech in late-January to the 
Republican National Committee, Cox 
described Clinton’s policy toward China in 
much the same way as Clinton character¬ 
ized his relationship with White House 
intern Monica Lewinsky: a one-way cheat. 
She had sex. He did not. 

The “Full Lewinsky” 

So it is that the Cox report describes a 
diplomatic try sting between Red China and 
Uncle Sam — some dating back to the 
Reagan Administration — one in which the 
communists got much, and we got little or 
nothing. But in his speech to fellow- 
Republicans, Cox was more graphic in 
describing the intense escalation of the U.S. 
policy toward China — and what the com¬ 
munists actually gained — since Bill 
Clinton and Al Gore took office. 

It was, as Cox implied, a relationship in 
which Clinton and Gore apparently pros¬ 
trated U.S. national security interests for the 


figuratively felatial benefit of our smiling 
Asian adversaries. 

“The Clinton-Gore policy is called 
engagement,” Cox said in his 22 January 
speech at the The Capitol Hilton. “But sure¬ 
ly that is an understatement for a policy that 
gives China’s ruling Communists every¬ 
thing they want, and withholds all criticism 
and sanctions, no matter what... the kind of 
warm, wet kiss-up to the Communist dicta¬ 
torship that — when administered by 
Clinton and Gore — can only be described 
as The full Lewinsky.’ “ 

Only two copies of the top-secret, five- 
volume report were printed, one sent to the 
White House and the other locked in a safe 
in a specially secured room on the fourth 
floor of the Capitol, where it has been avail¬ 
able to a few select members of Congress. 
During its six-months, the special commit¬ 
tee met 34 times, held 22 hearings and heard 
more than 200 hours of testimony from 
more than 75 witnesses. More than twice 
that number of people were interviewed for 
a total of more than 700 hours. The biparti¬ 
san panel issued 21 subpoenas and immu¬ 
nized four witnesses. 

Despite all that, and issuing its report, 
with 38 secret recommendations, on time 
and under budget; anonymous critics in the 
White House called their favorite media 
toadies, blasting the committee for alleged¬ 
ly using false claims of secrecy to conceal 
the fact that the committee had found noth¬ 
ing. Then, in a diversionary ploy often used 
by Clinton’s lieutenants when bad news is 
about to break, they made a preemptive 
release of a “sanitized” version, with White 
House responses to 18 of the 38 committee 
recommendations. 

Cox “was mad as hell” about the White 
House release, said one unnamed source 
close to the congressman who was quoted 
by Insight magazine. The anger was under¬ 
standable, the source said, because all nine 
members of the special committee — five 
Republicans and four Democrats, unani¬ 
mous in their findings — were “hammered 
for not releasing any information, even to 
other members, about what’s in the report. 

| “And suddenly, without advance notice, 
1 the NSC (National Security Council) releas¬ 
es es a statement about it, plus the recommen- 
o dations,” Insight quoted its source as say- 
E ing. Consequently, Cox and other panel 
members “looked like fools.” 

Over the last several years, President 
Bill Clinton and Vice President Al Gore 
have promised their policy of “engagement” 
with the PRC would accomplish five goals 
essential to U.S. national interests. 

First, the argument goes, the Clinton 
Administration policy would encourage the 
world’s most populous nation to import more 
goods and services from the United States. 
This, in turn, would nudge the planet’s largest 
and most powerful communist government 
toward a free-market economic system. 

Third, in so doing, the process will natu¬ 
rally temper the totalitarian state’s iron-fist¬ 
ed attitude toward human rights, and nur¬ 
ture the heavily oppressed fledgling democ- 



Chinese bomb factory. “We have found that national security harm did occur,” Cox said. “We 
have investigated these questions more thoroughly than any other part of the U.S. government.” 
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racy movement in the PRC. Fourth, a more 
mellow China would pose less of a threat to 
the United States and, finally, this would 
accomplish another high-pdorily goal often 
proclaimed by Clinton and Gore, the non¬ 
proliferation of nuclear and other weapons 
of mass destruction. 

As recently as last summer, Clinton pro¬ 
claimed the success of this five-part foreign 
policy while speaking to a diplomatic sum¬ 
mit in Beijing. The mandarins of the 
Chinese Communist Party must have been 
amused, but they were too wise and 
inscrutable to do anything other but smile 
benignly and smile and nod in polite 
approval. And why not? 

Founding Fathers 

No leader of Red China — not founding 
father Mao Tse-Tung, nor reformer Deng 
Xiao Ping — have done more to awaken the 
one-time sleeping giant and turn it into a 
modern economic and military global 
power than have Bill Clinton and A1 Gore. 

Despite the claims of Clinton and Gore 
to have put U.S, economic interests on a 
more solid footing in Asia, and to have 
made that part of the world a safer and saner 
place, “the fact is, however, the opposite is 
true,” Cox told fellow Republicans when he 
spoke to the RNC. 

As to Clinton’s claim that our solicitous 
posture toward China’s communist leaders 
would prompt them to engage in more bilat¬ 
eral trade with the U.S., it is only half true. 
China’s getting the gold mine. We’re getting 
the shaft. 

“New protectionist measures and cur¬ 
rency controls by the Middle Kingdom are 
making it tougher for U.S. businesses to 
operate in China,” Business Week recently 
reported. 

The United States racked up a record 
trade deficit of $169 billion in 1998. The 
trade deficit for January was $17 billion for 
January 1999, up $2.9 billion from the 
month before, and February was another 
monthly record. The projected deficit for 
this year is another record: $200 billion. Of 
that, more than $60 billion of the deficit 
went to the PRC. And no wonder. The PRC 
exports four times more to the United States 
than it imports. We sell them high-end 
weapons technology worth billions at fire 
sale prices, and they send us cheap baubles, 
trinkets and flashy-but-trashy trade goods. 

So much for Clinton’s hope that his one¬ 
sided trade will promote a free-market sys¬ 
tem in China. Instead, the modest reforms 
of Deng Xiao Peng have been abandoned 
and, as Cox explained it, “the Communist 
Party plans massive new state spending on 
government programs and state-controlled 
industries.... The rationale for these moves 
is purely ideological. The Communist Party 
fears that genuine economic liberalism 
would weaken its grip.” 

What about the third tenet of Clinton’s 
China doctrine? Has the communist state 
improved its tolerance of political dissent, 
and its behavior on human rights? Perhaps 
one should judge from the words of no less 



(left) Bill Clinton and Chinese President Jiang Zemin at a joint press conference in June 1998. 
Clinton, not Zemin may go down in history as the father of modern China, (right) “l don’t believe you 
can find any evidence of the fact that I have changed government policy solely because of a contri¬ 
bution,” Clinton said later. “All the foreign policy decisions we made were based on what we believed 
— I and the rest of my administration — were in the best interests of the American people.” 



U.S. Rep. Christopher Cox, (R., Calif.). Impetus 
to form the Cox committee began last sum¬ 
mer, with revelations that a U.S. corporation, 
Loral Technologies, received a waiver from 
Clinton to launch a satellite in the PRC, 
despite being under criminal investigation for 
unauthorized transfers of missile guidance 
technology to China. Subsequent reports by 
the Pentagon and the Central Intelligence 
Agency confirmed that Loral’s transfers 
enabled the communists to extend the range 
of their nuclear missiles to hit U.S. targets. 

an authority than Chinese Communist Party 
Chairman Jiang Zemin. 

“The [communist] system must not be 
shaken, weakened or disgraced at any 
time,” he said in a party speech during an 
anniversary observance in December. “The 
western mode of political systems must 
never be copied.” 

Not surprisingly, since Clinton has sup¬ 
plicated China’s masters for favor, they 
have begun the biggest crackdown on 
human rights activists, religious leaders and 
political dissenters since the Tiananmen 
Square massacre a decade ago. The crack¬ 
down came in the wake of China’s leaders 
signing the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights in October. But instead 
of adhering to the U.N. treaty, the CCP used 
it to smoke out troublemakers. 

The day before Clinton’s trip to China 
last year, Wang Youcai, apparently believ¬ 
ing the CCP’s pledge to the U.N. treaty, 
publicly proclaimed formation of the 
Chinese Democratic Party. He hoped 
Clinton might meet with him. 


Clinton declined to meet with Youcai, 
then failed to even mention him in public 
speeches. He instead praised Zemin as a 
“visionary” and proclaimed the CCP as “the 
right leadership at the right time.” 

The communist mandarins got the mes¬ 
sage. The day after Comrade Clinton’s 
departure, they began their crackdown, 
arresting Youcain and two fellow-organiz¬ 
ers, sentencing them to 10 years in prison 
for “attempting to overthrow state power.” 
And that was only the beginning. 

More than 100 church leaders and their 
followers were arrested, and priests were 
tortured. The crackdown in the wake of 
Clinton’s visit was far-reaching, with five 
devotees of the Dalai Lama arrested at a 
remote mountain monastry in Tibet. A labor 
leader in the “Worker’s Paradise” was 
arrested in Hunan Province and sent off to 
the slam for 110 years, and a web page 
designer named Lin Hai got the same sen¬ 
tence for merely exchanging e-mail 
addresses with an anti-communist group in 
the United States. 

“Neither Bill Clinton nor A1 Gore has 
uttered a word of condemnation in the wake 
of the communist government’s crackdown,” 
Cox complained. “Both Bill Clinton and A1 
Gore have remain deaf, silent and blind when 
it comes to the PRC’s repressive actions.” 

So, does the fourth tenet hold? Has 
China become less bellicose towards the 
U.S. and U.S. interests, thanks to Bill 
Clinton and A1 Gore? 

China has seized the Spratley Islands, 
thousands of miles from the closest point of 
mainland Chinese and claimed by the 
Philippines. The tiny islands are being 
beefed up with heavy concentrations of 
military might, including a huge airstrip. 
They are located along one of Japan’s 
major shipping routes. 

Thanks to Loral and other Clinton cam¬ 
paign contributors, China can now reliably 
target U.S. cities, and the number of mis¬ 
siles aimed at tiny Taiwan has more than 
quadrupled since Clinton came to power. 

So, what about non-proliferation of 
nuclear and other weapons of mass destruc¬ 
tion? When Clinton’s China policy came 

Continued on page 73 
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At Home On—And Off—Hie Range 


Text & Photos by Peter g. Kokalis 



od made man, but 
Samuel Colt made 
them equal.” More 
than any other, it was 
the gun that won the 
west. No handgun in the world has ever 
attained the level of notoriety reached by 
the Colt Single Action Army (SAA) 
revolver — often called the Peacemaker. 
After more than 125 years it still remains in 
production and because of cowboy action 
shooting competition it is more popular now 
than at any time in the last half-century. 

In 1866 the U.S. government began 
extensive experiments with center-fire car¬ 
tridges. That same year Hiram Berdan 
patented his method of primer ignition and 
the British adopted the Snider-converted 
Enfield rifle and the Boxer cartridge. The 
self-contained center-fire cartridge was on 


its way to dominance in the field of small 
arms ammunition. 

New cartridges called for new fire-arms. 
Development of the Single Action Army 
revolver commenced in 1871. By early 
1872 it became obvious to U.S. Army 
Ordnance that the Colt Open Top .44 was 
unacceptable for use with the new center- 
fire cartridges. Several months later the 
Coifs Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing 
Company submitted the SAA, which fea¬ 
tured a solid frame designed principally by 
William Mason, a blued and case-hardened 
finish, a 7/4-inch barrel, walnut grip panels 
and a caliber .45 chambering. The revolver 
was tested in November and an order was 
placed in 1873 for 8,000 for use by the cav¬ 
alry. Between 1873 to 1891, 37,063 were 
obtained by the U.S. government. 

The SAA (Factory Model P) combined 
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the best features of the Open Top .44 and 
so-called Navy-size percussion and car¬ 
tridge conversions with the solid frame 
required to withstand the pressures generat¬ 
ed by the new center-fire cartridges, a barrel 
threaded to the frame and a new ejection 
system. The single-action mechanism 
developed by Samuel Colt in 1847 for the 
Walker Dragoon was retained in its entirety. 

In more or less the same form, a so- 
called third generation of the Colt 
Peacemaker is manufactured today by the 
Colt Custom Shop. As a great deal of hand 
work is involved in its production, — and 
this to no small extent provides this classic 
handgun with its unmatched character — it 
is expensive. 

The incredible, and to some, unexpect¬ 
ed, popularity of cowboy action shooting 
competition has focused renewed attention 
on the Colt Single Action Army revolver. 
While a substantial number of those 
involved in this activity shoot “real” Colts, 
a significant number compete with Italian 
Uberti Colt clones and an even lesser group 
with the Ruger Vaquero. The Uberti’s chief 
appeal is its price, as in quality it falls far 
short and almost always requires extensive 
gunsmithing. 

In 1996 Colt’s Manufacturing Co., Inc. 
(Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 1868, Hartford, CT 
06144-1868; phone: 800-962-COLT; fax: 860- 
244-1449; website: http://www.colt.com) 
decided to produce a single-action revolver 


(left) Colt Cowboy revolver has the shape, form, 
feel and handling of the original Model 1873 
revolver, but is priced competitively. Left-side 
view, (below) Colt Cowboy grip panels are exact 
duplicates of the gutta-percha grips found on 
first-generation Model 1873 SAA revolvers. 







with the Colt SAA quality and feel that 
would be priced more competitively. The 
project, staffed by Colt’s top engineers, cen¬ 
tered on designing a revolver with the old 
feel, but made by modem techniques. 

The result is the new Colt Cowboy, 
which is manufactured and assembled by 


Colt without any off-shore components 
(when first conceived the revolver was to 
have been produced by a well-known 
European manufacturer, but their quality 
fell far short of Colt’s standards), and large¬ 
ly using the same production techniques 
involved in the manufacture of third-gener¬ 


ation SAAs. Also, unlike many of the for¬ 
eign copies, there are no aluminum parts of 
any kind in the new Colt Cowboy. Three 
dimensional CAD (Computer Aided 
Design) software was employed to copy the 
shape, form, feel and handling of the origi¬ 
nal Model 1873 revolver. Several signifi¬ 
cant improvements were made to the 125- 
year-old SAA. 

The Colt Cowboy cylinder (mounted on 
a removable axis, or base pin in the solid 
frame) was subjected to CA (Computer 
Aided) finite element stress analysis and 
subtly redesigned to handle modem factory 
full-power ammunition. However, those 
who shoot the original SAA are still well- 
advised to avoid hot loads. 

A ratchet machined into the center of the 
rear cylinder face provides a bearing point 
against which the hand can exert pressure to 
rotate the cylinder as the hammer is cocked. 
The hand has two points, one directly above 
the other. The upper point presses up against 
the ratchet as the hammer goes back and the 
cylinder begins to turn. The geometry is 
such that the hand moves in a perpendicular 
plane, while the ratchet rotates in the arc of 
a circle. The lower point on the hand picks 
up the next tooth on the ratchet as the upper 
point loses its hold on a ratchet tooth, so the 
cylinder will continue to rotate until a 
chamber is in alignment with the bore. The 
cylinder can be freely rotated for loading by 
placing the hammer in the half cock posi¬ 
tion. This mechanism has been taken direct¬ 
ly from the original Model 1873. 

The frame, with the same size, balance 
and handling qualities as the original, is a 
carbon steel, ordnance-quality investment 
casting. The back strap, trigger guard and 
hammer are also mill-finished investment 
castings. The original SAA is both heat 
treated and color case hardened in one step 
using animal bone. The metal is heated to 
800 to 900 degrees Centigrade by means of 
animal charcoal and then plunged into cold 
water. A special two-step process was 
developed especially for the Colt Cowboy. 
A carburizing process is used for heat treat¬ 
ing the frame and it produces a very deep, 
strong hardened case. The color case is 
achieved by a subsequent quenching opera¬ 
tion in the heat-treat furnace. It looks sig¬ 
nificantly darker and deeper than that found 
on the SAA and this will undoubtedly result 
in some whining by gun store gurus. 
Personally, I think it’s quite appealing. 

Soldier Of Fortune was recently sent a 
new Colt Cowboy (serial no. TF00077) for 
test and evaluation. Chambered for the .45 
Colt cartridge, it came with a 5 1/2-inch bar¬ 
rel. The top of the barrel is roll marked 
“COLT’S PT.F.A. MFG. Co. HARTFORD, 
CT. U.S.A.” as usual. The left side of the 
barrel is roll marked “COLT COWBOY 45 
COLT” and the left side of the color case 
hardened frame carries the rampant Colt 
escutcheon, but with no patent dates. The 
six-groove barrel has a left-hand twist of one 
turn in 16 inches, standard for this caliber. 
The barrel is made on the same equipment 
and using the same steel as that of the SAA. 



OF THE 

.45 Colt cartridge 


The history of the .45 Colt (often incorrectly referred to as the “.45 Long Colt”) car¬ 
tridge is inexorably interwoven with the development of the Model 1873 single action 
revolver for which it was designed. However, this round actually lasted only a brief time 
as an official US Government type. It was manufactured at Frankford Arsenal from 1873- 
1874. The Smith & Wesson Schofield revolver was adopted in 1875. As the .45 Colt case 
was too long (approximately 1.26 inches) for the S&W Schofield cylinder, the shorter .45 
S&W Schofield cartridge (approximately 1.10 inches) was adopted for use in both 
revolvers. 

The .45 Colt cartridge also must not be confused with the Model 1909 .45 Colt round 
which it closely resembles. Six thousand Colt New Service revolvers were purchased by 
the government in 1909 and sent to the Philippines. The ammunition supplied with these 
revolvers was made only in U.S. government arsenals and never available on the com¬ 
mercial market. It differed from the earlier .45 Colt case by virtue of an 
increased case rim diameter. 

While commercial production of the .45 Schofield round was dis¬ 
continued in about 1939, the .45 Colt cartridge, now 126 years old, con¬ 
tinues to march straight into the millennium. It was, and remains, one of 
the most effective handgun cartridges ever developed. Throughout its 
long history, the most commonly encountered factory load was a 255- 
grain, lead-alloy, round-nose bullet with a flat point (RNFP) that left the 
muzzle at approximately 860 fps. While that is not fast enough for 
today’s ballistic speed freaks, the fact is that this round has done great 
execution and has never been found wanting as a man stopper. Its large, 
heavy bullet makes a big hole and penetrates deeply enough to crush, cut 
and break through the human body’s vital structures and organs. 
Remember, once we’ve obtained the required penetration, the bullet that 
makes the biggest hole will do the most damage. 

Prior to World War II, most Colt revolvers in this caliber had a bore 
diameter of 0.454-inch. After production resumed in 1956 (so-called 
second-generation Colt SAAs), bore diameter was reduced to 0.451- 
inch, which duplicates that of the .45 ACP. The SAAMI maximum aver¬ 
age pressure for this cartridge is 14,000 psi. Due to the Colt Cowboy’s 
enhanced and strengthened cylinder, it should, in my opinion (not nec¬ 
essarily Colt’s), safely handle all of the more moderate reloading infor¬ 
mation provided by the Homady, Speer and Sierra reloading manuals for this caliber. 
While the original factory load was 40 grains of black powder (granulation not specified) 
over a 250-grain lead projectile, this was eventually dropped to 35 grains (Frankford 
Arsenal used 30 grains) for safety reasons. Today, about 8 grains of Alliant Unique pro¬ 
pellant will provide about 900 fps with a 5 1/2-inch barrel. 

Those (including myself) who are involved in cowboy action shooting sometimes pre¬ 
fer kinder gentler loads than those facing the harsh realities of modem towns with paved 
streets. Black Hills Ammunition (Dept. SOF, PO. Box 3090, Rapid City, SD 57709; 
phone: 605-348-5150 — call for the location of your nearest dealer, if there is none, 
Black Hills will ship to you at retail) has once again become the clearly recognized leader 
in this highly specialized arena. 

Black Hills offers cowboy action shooting ammunition in .45 Colt (250-grain 
RNFP), .45 Schofield, .44 Russian, .44 Special, .44 Colt (for the Richards cartridge con¬ 
version of the Colt Model 1860 Army revolver), .44-40, .38 Long Colt (for the 
Richards/Mason cartridge conversion of the Colt Model 1851 Navy revolver), .38-40, 
.38 Special, .357 Magnum and .32-20. All of Black Hills cowboy ammunition is pack¬ 
aged in authentic-looking pre-1900-type boxes. Most of the brass is manufactured for 
Black Hills by Starline and Double A, Ltd. provides bullets for several of the calibers. 
The quality is superb and I use Black Hills ammunition exclusively in cowboy action 
shooting competition. — P.G.K. 
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Except for the left side roll mark, it is iden¬ 
tical (including the threads) to the Model P 
barrel. Overall length of the revolver is 11 
inches. The weight, empty, is 42 ounces. 

Initial examination of our test specimen 
indicated that both lateral and side cylinder 
play were minimal. The timing (cylinder 
indexing) was satisfactory. The cylinder-to- 
forcing-cone gap was 0.007-inch. The 
industry standard for this dimension is 
0.003-inch to 0.008-inch. The ejector rod 
was slightly too long and we had to disas¬ 
semble the ejector system and remove sev¬ 
eral thousandths off the end of the rod 
before we could withdraw the cylinder from 
the frame. 

The sights are exactly those of the SAA. 
The open square-notch rear sight is 
machined into the top of frame directly in 


(above) Roll mark on left side of Colt 
Cowboy barrel, (right) Roll mark on top 
of Colt Cowboy barrel is that of third- 
generation Model 1873 SAA revolver. 


COLTS PT.F.A. MFG. C° HARTFORD, CT. U.S.A 


Packing Iron: Cowboy Holsters Today 


A substantial number of premier holster makers now feature a 
line of cowboy-style leather. Tony Kanaley at Milt Sparks Holsters 
and Galco are two of the best that come to mind. There are also sev¬ 
eral outfits that offer inexpensive leather for cowboy action shoot¬ 
ers which more or less duplicate the old designs. All of the latter that 
I have examined appear to be no more than one or two grades above 
cardboard. Most of the jaspers who make 
these insubstantial rigs are located near the 
border, so assembly in Mexico is an almost 
certainty. Stay away from this junk; after one 
match you’ll be ready to discard it. While 
cowboys had access to some mighty fine 
iron, the holster quality available in the 19th 
century was mostly just plain woeful. 

About a decade ago, during the war in El 
Salvador, I started using custom holsters 
made by Sam Andrews (Andrews Custom 
Leather, Dept. SOF, Route 4, Box 48, 

Alachua, FL 32615; phone: 904-462-0576 
— send $2 for catalog). 

Sam has been crafting custom combat 
holsters for 21 years. Located in north cen¬ 
tral Florida, near Gainesville, and just one 
hour south of the Georgia border, his cus¬ 
tomer base now circles the globe, with a 
significant percentage of law enforcement 
personnel and now an even larger clientele 
of civilians, as a consequence of the spate 
of concealed-carry legislation passed 
throughout the United States in the last sev¬ 
eral years. 

Sam uses only number one grades of oak- 
tanned cowhide. All of his holsters are hand- 
molded and stitched with heavy, bonded 
nylon thread, which is sealed to protect 
against the environment. Many of his hol¬ 


sters and belts feature a suede lining. 

Not so well-known is the fact that Andrews hand crafts an exten¬ 
sive line of cowboy leather goods well-suited for cowboy action 
shooting competition. The holster and belt combinations include the 
Gunfighter, Great Plains, Vaquero, Arizona and Big Jake rigs. Sam 
also makes a competition fast-draw rig and a belt and two-holster 
cowboy action setup. Most of the holsters 
are of the banded type and plain oval, initial, 
buckle or concho bands are available. For 
those who prefer shoulder holsters, the Wes 
Hardin faithfully reproduces a type com¬ 
monly used in the old west, although it is far 
more substantial. Shoulder rigs and cross¬ 
draw holster were far more prevalent in 
those days than they are now. Andrews’ belts 
are available in the so-called ranger style or 
with a taper end. He also makes deluxe rifle 
scabbards, saddlebags, cartridge bandoleers 
and a fanning palm for slapshooters. 

I use the Big Jake rig for cowboy action 
shooting competition. The strong-side hol¬ 
ster (in which I carry a Colt Ml873 caliber 
.45 Colt with a 5 1 /2-inch barrel) is designed 
for carry just behind the hip. This is com¬ 
plemented by a Big Jake crossdraw holster 
with a medium cant (severe muzzle forward 
cants do not qualify for cowboy action 
shooting combination) in which I tote a Colt 
Ml873 caliber .45 Colt with a 7 1/2-inch 
barrel. I prefer initial holster bands and the 
belt and both holsters are suede-lined with 
fancy stitching and a border stamp. The Big 
Jake rig costs $180 for a 5 1/2-inch barreled 
revolver. Add $95 for a Big Jake crossdraw 
holster to accommodate a revolver with a 7 
1 /2-inch tube. — P.GX. 



Sam Andrews’ Big Jake rig is popular with 
those who shoot in cowboy action matches. It 
provides traditional appearance with the high¬ 
est quality modern custom craftsmanship and 
resonable price. 
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„ MANUFACTURED IN 

Kapid city, Dakota W T0 ^ 


MANUFACTURED IN 
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IRE CARTRIDGE 


Caliber: .45 Colt 

Operation: Six-shot revolver. Single action only with transfer bar safety and floating firing pin. Rod 
ejection. 

Weight, empty: 42 ounces 

Barrel: Six-groove with a left-hand twist of one turn in 16 inches. 

Barrel length: 5^ inches 

Stocks: Black synthetic checkered grip panels, each with rampant colt escutcheon; exact dupli¬ 
cates of first-generation SAA gutta-percha grips. 

Sights: Exactly those of the SAA: an open square-notch rear sight machined into the top of 

frame directly in front of the hammer; large blade-type front sight attached to the barrel 
at the muzzle end. 

Finish: Blued barrel, cylinder, back strap and trigger guard with color case hardened frame. 

Suggested retail price: $600 

Manufacturer: Colt's Manufacturing Co., Inc., Dept SOF, P.O. Box 1868, Hartford, CT 06144-1868; 
phone: 800-962-COLT; fax: 860-244-1449; website: http://www.colt.com 

Ammunition: Black Hills Ammunition, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 3090, Rapid City, SD 57709; phone: 605-348- 


|AKpTATERft T0 


front of the hammer. A large blade-type 
front sight is attached to the barrel at the 
muzzle end. The pivoting loading gate, with 
the same ball-shape as the rear of the frame, 
also duplicates that of the Colt SAA. 

For liability reasons a transfer bar safe¬ 
ty system has been installed on the Colt 
Cowboy. As a consequence, there is no fir¬ 
ing pin attached to the hammer. A spring- 
loaded firing pin has been installed in the 
frame by means of a staked bushing. The 
transfer bar itself rides in two slots milled 
into the frame. A spring-loaded pin at the 
rear of the cylinder base pin impinges 
against the transfer bar and keeps it spring- 
loaded. A trigger plate has been attached to 
the trigger by means of a cadmium-plated 
steel rivet. This projection, a notched piece 


Holsters: Andrews Custom Leather, Dept. SOF, Route 4, Box 48, Alachua, FL 32615; phone: 904- 
462-0576 — send $2 for catalog. 

T&E summary: Manufactured by modern techniques, but successfully copies the shape, form, feel and 
handling of the original Model 1873 revolver. Cylinder redesigned to accommodate 
more powerful factory ammunition. Reasonably priced. 


of steel, interfaces with a pin on the end of 


the transfer bar. When you pull the trigger 
rearward, and then only after it is fully 
depressed, the transfer bar moves upward 
and the falling hammer strikes it. The bar, 
in turn, then transfers the required energy to 
the spring-loaded firing pin so it can strike 
the primer with the force necessary to 
ignite it. Even with all of this, our Colt 
Cowboy has a very crisp trigger pull of 
only 4.25 pounds right out of the factory 
box. That’s excellent. 

While the transfer bar safety permits 
safely carrying six rounds in the cylinder, 
for cowboy action shooting competition 
you will still have to load only five beans in 
the wheel. The safest way to do this is to 
load one, skip one and load four. 

The black synthetic grips (checkered and 
with the rampant colt escutcheon on each 
panel) supplied with the Colt Cowboy have 


a fascinating origin. Colt’s project engineers 
went into the vaults and located some first- 
generation gutta-percha (a rubbery sub¬ 
stance derived from the latex of several 
tropical trees of the genera Palaquium and 
Payena — often used for grips and pistol 
cases at the end of the 19th century and 
beginning of the 20th century) grips. Molds 
were made and digital photographs taken. 
An exact duplicate was designed by Colt 
and is now manufactured for them by 
Hogue for use on the Colt Cowboy. 

At a recent small cowboy action shoot¬ 
ing competition, I had about 20 competitors 
use the Colt Cowboy. All were favorably 
impressed with its performance and most 
commented favorably on its trigger pull 
weight. The only negative comment was 
that it shot slightly high. The point of 
impact can be brought down by shooting 


somewhat lighter bullets. Light bullets will 
almost invariably shoot to a lower point of 
impact in revolvers than heavier bullets, 
irrespective of their propellant charge 
weights or velocities. 

The manufacturer’s suggested retail 
price for the Colt Cowboy revolver is 
$600. The first production run will feature 
5M-inch barrel lengths and the .45 Colt 
chambering. Subsequently, 7 1/2-inch and 
4%-inch barrel lengths will become avail¬ 
able, as will other popular cowboy cal¬ 
ibers, such as .357 Magnum. Many who 
shoot Colts will continue to prefer second- 
and third-generation SAAs. However, 
many now shooting Italian stallions can be 
expected to jump on the Colt Cowboy’s 
horse. This is a fine revolver and it will 
become popular at the expense of its com¬ 
petition. ^ 
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“Don't Miss the 
Dreatest Shooting 
Military txpo.”*- 

—Bohert«. Brown 


For Further Info and 
Booth Reservations Cali SOF: 
( 303 ) 449-3750 






















SSK Industries 


T he biggest shortcoming with any red dot sight, beside their 
disproportionate size, is the fact they rely on batteries. 
Naturally, just when you need this sight the most, the battery 
is going to die, disconnect, be too cold to operate, or any of a num¬ 
ber of things that contrary electrical devices decide to do at painful¬ 
ly inappropriate moments: It’s a law of combat. 

The problem has always been how do you employ these gadgets 
reliably in applications with serious consequences and results? 

J.D. Jones of SSK Industries (Dept. SOF, 721 Woodvue Lane, 
Wintersville, OH 43952; phone: 740-264-0176) has come up with a 
mount and application for a red dot sight that may actually be the 
answer of how to reliably apply this technology in real world law 
enforcement and military scenarios. It’s called the SSK AR-15 T- 
SOB, and that acronym stands for just what you think it does — the 
AR-15 Tough - Son Of a Bitch. 

The AR-15 T-SOB is a redundant system that retains the original 
iron sights. If the battery dies on the red dot sight, then all you do is get 
a good cheek weld, align the iron sights by looking through the dot-less 
tube and proceed to finish the problem with the proper trigger press. 

J.D. Jones freely admits he was not the originator of this idea. He 
credits Vietnam veteran Mike Bodner, a sniper in Vietnam who used 
an M-14 equipped with a Starlight scope — so he understood the 


AR-15 

T-SOB 

need for a redundant sighting system. Nor is this the first alternative 
sighting system that cuts the “suitcase handle” away leaving the 
original iron sights in place. Jones acknowledges that as well, but he 
is quick to point out the attributes and advantages of the T-SOB. 

First of all, some of the other designs require cutting the suitcase 
handle off the top of the AR-15/M-16 receiver, securing the mount 
to the receiver with only two screws and then modifying the charg¬ 
ing handle to insure it clears everything. 

In contrast, SSK Industries secures their mount to the upper 
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(above) Ultra-Dot red dot sight is one of few that J.D. Jones feels 
has no parallax or the least parallax of those currently available in 
the market 


receiver through use of four screws. Three of them are flat head 
screws attached from the inside up through the receiver. The fourth 
screw is installed down through the mount. The charging handle is 
not modified because everything is out of the way. 

There are actually two AR-15 T-SOB mounts because many of 
the more common red dot sights have a problem with parallax. 
Many of the lower-cost red dot sights are not intended for shooting 
at objects hundreds of yards away. There are, however, three differ¬ 
ent red dot sights that Jones feels are, if not parallax free, then at 
least offering the least parallax problems of those currently avail¬ 
able. The Aimpoint Comp M-XD is one example, the Bushnell 
Holosight is another and the Ultra-Dot is the third. 


A pre-ban Colt Sporter with a barrel featuring 1 in 7 twist rate was 
shipped to SSK Industries. This particular Colt Sporter, a personally 
owned and favorite rifle for many years, has always been exception¬ 
ally accurate, even though it was absolutely box-stock. (An important 
point for anyone considering this modification to remember is this 
installation will not make an inaccurate rifle shoot tighter groups.) 

Jones had his people install the Ultra-Dot sight (Ultra-Dot 
Distributing, Tom Roach, Dept. SOF, 2316 Northeast 8th Road, 
Ocala, FL 34470; phone: 352-629-7112) and the reasons are 
twofold. First, it’s a good, tough scope. Jones has mounted Ultra- 
Dot scopes on 454 Casull handguns and never experienced a prob¬ 
lem. He swears they will endure an unbelievable amount of abuse. 

The second reason is the Ultra-Dot has a tube diameter of 1 
inch. The #1 T-SOB is built for the Ultra-Dot or any of the 1-inch 
tube or 30mm tube red dot sights. The #2 T-SOB is built for the 
Aimpoint QD and the Bushnell Holo scope because they require a 
different mounting height. 

Is this a perfect system? No. You still have to turn it on. 

And because of that single, simple fact it’s still possible to get in 
a lethal force situation and the device wouldn’t do you a bit of good. 
But it is an improved system, because if that did happen you would 
have the factory iron sights that came with the gun and you can still 
solve the problem the old fashioned way — by centering the target 
over the front post, aligning the post in the rear aperture and com¬ 
pleting the trigger squeeze. All you have to do now is look through 
a vacant tube between the front and rear sight. 

It’s just that if you remember to turn the sight on, if the batteries 
are up to power, and if all the connections are made, you can do it 
faster and easier by putting the red dot in the center of the tube on 
the target. Either way, you win. —Frank W . James 


Ontario’s spi6spax 


Ontario, a major supplier of GI cutlery, has introduced their Spec 
Plus line of military and sporting knives: American made, solidly built 
for service, representing exceptional value. Those for whom knives are 
working tools and who buy them themselves will be pleased, as these 
have much to offer men with thick callouses and thin wallets. 

The SP16 SPAX is formed from %” carbon steel, with full tang 
design and a comfortably grooved Kraton grip, exhibiting good heft 
and swing. Patterned after an earlier era’s crash/rescue tool, this 
chopper is eminently suited for cutting, breaching, prying and other 
tasks associated with rescue or dynamic entries. 

The widely radiused face is shaped to also perform most cutting 
and slicing duties, and the head may be comfortably gripped with 
two or more fingers through the triangular cutout of the cheeks. No 
large game is in season as we write this, but it has the cutting/slic- 
ing/chopping capabilities useful in dressing large-boned game. The 
face comes obtusely ground in the chopping mode, but if anticipat¬ 
ing more cutting and slicing and less chopping, the edge could be 
sharpened more acutely. 

The back of the head features a 'A v chisel point on a T/i 9 shaft: 
Although odd-looking, this is a serious feature. Assuming this ves¬ 
tigial detail was from the tool’s crash/rescue lineage, we tried it on 
an aircraft carcass. The face rent the skin as if it weren’t there, and 
when we reached the heavy structural aluminum angle we simply 
reversed our grip. With the force of the swing concentrated on the 
A” wide chisel point, it pecked through with about as much effort as 
sharpening tent stakes with a hatchet. It is also a good pry bar, as an 
accurate swing will get it between the pieces to be pried apart, and 
the 13K” handle gives good leverage. The rounded, triangular 
cutout serves as would a shackle-pin wrench, or to turn square or 
hex-head nuts, assuming you have something solid to stuff in 
behind the nut. A brass grommet in the butt allows use of a lanyard 


when your work takes you in the air or under water. 

During the creative-abuse segment of our test we used the tool 
as a spade, drove a 16d nail with the flat and otherwise did what we 
could to test the limits of its usefulness, finally concluding the lim¬ 
its of this tool’s usefulness would be constrained only by the limits 
of the user’s imagination. 

Carbon steel is a material we favor for knives and tools of this 
type, and in consideration of those who fret about rust, Ontario has 
given their entire Spec Plus line a 1095 epoxy powder coating. An 
additional benefit we have found from this coating on a chopper is 
it makes them quieter in use. The SPAX comes in a leather/Cordura 
sheath with belt loop. 

This tough, capable tool belongs in every pioneer, rescue, and 
dynamic entry kit — or any hunters pack that would ordinarily have 
a common hatchet, as it will do it all. 

Ontario Knives, Dept. SOF, Box 500, Franklinville, NY 14737; 
phone 716-676-5527; fax: 716-676-5535. — Don McLean ^ 
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ur article “The Thin Blurry Line )} in the March issue 
apparently touched a nerve, as readers responded with 
scores of letters, pro and con. Unfortunately, the vol¬ 
ume of letters was far greater than the amount we have 
room to print. Here, we present a selection of letters, some edited 
down to save space, that we hope is a fair representation of the pos¬ 
itive — and negative — response this article generated . 

The vast majority of letters were from readers involved in 
various levels of law enforcement . Soldier Of Fortune editors 
want to make one point perfectly clear to everyone on both 
sides of this issue: Author Wayne Laugesen and other SOF 


editors did not set out to criticize law enforcement personnel 
with this article, which argued that the growth and misuse of 
military-style police units, and the use of military in policing 
roles, may have dangerous ramifications to the republic of the 
United States. SOF has been pro-military and pro-cop since its 
inception. It continues that tradition , and always will . We sup¬ 
port any actions men and women in law enforcement use to 
protect their own lives in the line of duty. What we questioned 
in this article, and will continue to scrutinize, are the chang¬ 
ing sets of rules and orders police and military personnel are 
being forced to obey. — SOF Staff 



I would like to take the time and compli¬ 
ment you on your fine publication. I must 
take exception, though, to the article written 
by Wayne Laugesen entitled “The Thin 
Blurry Line.” 

I served in the Marine Corps for four 
years as an infantryman, and have spent the 
last ten years as a street policeman in the 
Los Angeles area. First of all, police are jus¬ 
tifiably armed today with MP-5s and AR- 
15s (both of which I instruct) because those 
are the same weapons used against us. As far 
as the uniforms go, the woolen blue suit cer¬ 
tainly looks nice, but its merits end right 
there. It is completely impractical for any 
duty other than standing on the street comer 
and waving to children. To this day, I have 
never run after anyone, nor even quickly 
wrestled them to the ground, without wind¬ 


ing up with a nice tear in the crotch or knees 
of my $120 wool pants. 

As a matter of interest for Mr. Laugesen, 
the presumption that someone is “innocent 
until proven guilty” only applies to prose¬ 
cutors, judges and jurors. Miranda doesn’t 
even enter into the picture until the subject 
is interrogated while in custody. On the 
street (the criminal’s home ground), police 
officers can only operate on the theory of 
“this guy will try to kill me if he gets the 
chance.” All things considered, any other 
mindset would be naive in the extreme. 

With regard to Zeke Hernandez being 
killed by U.S. Marines along the frontier 
with Mexico, if he was a simple goat herder 
callously (or even mistakenly) gunned 
down, then the incident truly was a tragedy. 
If Hernandez did fire on our forces and then 


raised his rifle to do so again, even Mr. 
Laugesen would surely have to agree that 
the response by the Marine in question was 
appropriate. I wasn’t there; neither was 
Laugesen. 

Mark A. Galindo 
Downey, California 


I am writing in response to a feature arti¬ 
cle in the March 1999 issue, “The Thin 
Blurry Line.” 

This article was outstanding. Your 
Foreign Correspondents do great work, and 
I always enjoy reading about the rest of the 
world. But I have often wondered if SOF 
was aware of what is happening here in the 
good old U.S.A. This article let me know 
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that you are. Please continue to include fea¬ 
ture articles of this nature. And thank you 
for printing this one. 

John S. Ogg 

South Milford, Indiana 


Well done for the outstanding cover arti¬ 
cle in the March 1999 issue, “The Thin 
Blurry Line,” by Wayne Laugesen. The 
issues the author raised have been on my 
mind for quite some time. The article focus¬ 
es much-needed attention on the dire threat 
to American citizens’ freedom that an 
increasingly militarized police force repre¬ 
sents. 

American gun owners have traditionally 
been strong supporters of the police. As the 
militarization of the police continues, when 
will the police cease to be the gun owner’s 
friend, and begin to be his enemy? Will it be 
merely the signature of one more gun con¬ 
trol law, by a president who uses the 
Constitution as toilet paper, instead of as his 
guide to protecting American freedom? It 
could be. 

Since no totalitarian regime in history 
has gone lacking for men to do its killing 
and dirty work, all we are seemingly wait¬ 
ing for is the stroke of the legislative pen, to 
turn the full fury of American SWAT teams 
against people who are today law-abiding 
gun owners. 

Mark Dickey 

address withheld by request 

Please tell Mr. Wayne Laugesen to take 
off his rose-colored, dope-smoking glasses 
and to quit sucking on his crack pipe long 
enough to find a clue! I can tell he has never 
spent one day with a SWAT team or one 
hour on patrol with a police officer in the 
inner-city drug areas. If he had, he would 
not have written the bullshit he did. Please 
stay with writing about firearms and mili¬ 
tary subjects and not all this anti-govern¬ 
ment crap. 

David Sims 

Augusta, Georgia 

Why are Wayne Laugesen and others 
putting down law enforcement in America 
with semi-military training? SWAT units are 
composed of highly trained teams of profes¬ 
sional police, sheriffs, etc., which target 
high-crime areas that need special enforce¬ 
ment actions to resolve crime problems. 
More importantly, SWAT (or SRT, ERT, 
MERGE or whatever) is also responsible 
for handling hostage and barricaded suspect 
situations and assists conventional police in 
serving high-threat search warrants. 

These men and women should be 
praised and not criticized by those armchair 
cops who don’t respond to a hostage situa¬ 
tion or some drug-crazed loon armed with 
an M60E3, grenades, wearing body armor 
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and harming people because he enjoys get¬ 
ting off on the misery of others. Remember 
that military training is modified for police, 
not diluted. SWAT is not infantry nor SF; 
deadly force is a last resort and that is usu¬ 
ally because the crook doesn’t give SWAT 
any other alternative. We need SWAT. 
That’s the bottom line, 

John Rodriguez 

Jacksonville, Arkansas 

P.S. Marines are not new-age cops nor 
extremists. They are MARINES. 


Pertaining to the excellent and badly 
needed article “The Thin Blurry Line.” 
Statements made on page 55 are far from 
reality. It states, “Had Zeke been shot by a 
traditional cop, there would be hell to pay.” 
The truth is that traditional cops kill (mur¬ 
der) frequently, and hell is paid by their vic¬ 
tim. Anyone killing a cop gets life or the 
death sentence. How many cops are in 
prison for killing someone? 

I’ll be the first to admit that most shoot¬ 
ings by police are justifiable, but it’s the 
others that are worrisome. When the victim 
is dead, only the cop’s side of the story gets 
told. In the last few years, cops have killed 
seven people in Boise, Idaho. For years the 
flag-wavers screamed about “the commie 
threat.” We even “supposedly” fought two 
wars over it (Korea and Vietnam). Where 
are those loudmouths now that America is 
gradually moving toward becoming a total¬ 
itarian communist police-state dictatorship? 

What was in the past the land of the free, 
home of the brave, has become the land of 
the increasingly unfree, home of the cow¬ 
ards. The social engineers have given us 
women’s lib, gay rights, presidents who are 
chosen for you rather than who you vote for, 
our television sets buried with cop-propa¬ 
ganda programming, and drugs. And the 
phony war on drugs is just the excuse to 
bring about what is stated in the article. 

Richard K. O’Brien 

Casper, Wyoming 


in 



In your article “The Thin Blurry Line,” 
the author, Wayne Laugesen, mentions the 
use of Marines as a violation of the Posse 
Comitatus Act, if legislation had not been 
changed under Reagan and Bush. This is 
incorrect. 

The U.S. Navy and its sister, and some¬ 
times unfortunately subordinate, service, 
the U.S. Marine Corps, are not restricted by 
the Posse Comitatus Act. It is actually 
Department of Defense and Department of 
Navy policy to abide by the regulation of 
the Posse Comitatus Act. This is taught to 
all DoN security personnel. 

The Army and the Air Force are restrict¬ 
ed by the Posse Comitatus Act, as they 
should be. The DoN assets are used on the 
high seas, with the Coast Guard, to enforce 
international laws ranging from anti-smug¬ 
gling to anti-piracy. The use of the Marines 
has always been limited due to their limited 
force structure. 

I do not agree that the U.S. military 
should be used in domestic law enforce¬ 
ment. It is also illegal to use U.S. troops in 
foreign law enforcement. When these 
actions occur, it is the job of legislators to 
investigate and punish the branches of gov¬ 
ernment responsible. And cows might fly. 

GM2 Edward Middendorf, 

USNR 


I served four years in the Army, 1985-89 
and after college, I am now a “local yokel,” 
as Mr. Laugesen referred to in his article 
“The Thin Blurry Line.” While my military 
training makes me a prime candidate for my 
department’s SWAT team, I choose not to 
participate. But I believe that they are a vital 
part of law enforcement today. 

Mr. Laugesen referred to the Sesame 
Street World. Well, I would like to tell Mr. 
Laugesen that it isn’t Sesame Street out 
here anymore. On the streets of even mid¬ 
size cities and small towns, Big Bird is car¬ 
rying a 9mm pistol and wearing body 
armor. Mr. Laugesen’s reference to crowd 
control seems to take for granted that all 
crowds have gathered to demonstrate for 
democracy and exercise their free speech. I 
have been in several crowds and near-riot 
situations. The people were usually upset 
that someone was going to jail. The worst 
I was involved in occurred when 100 or so 
participants were there because we were 
arresting a convicted drug dealer who had 
just shot up a rival’s house. 

I do agree on two points in the article. 1) 
The fallacy of using the military of the 
United States as a police force either on 
domestic or foreign soil. 2) The growing 
power of national agencies, e.g. FBI and 
ATF, to intervene in situations which should 
be handled by local agencies. These agen¬ 
cies are growing more militaristic in nature. 

O.L. Norcutt Jr. 

Gretna, Virginia 

Continues on next page 
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I read with interest your article “The Thin 
Blurry Line,” regarding the militarization of 
U.S. law enforcement. Indeed the police who 
were intended to control the criminal element 
are now controlling the populace. I believe 
that any threats we may face from Y2K are 
minor in comparison with the police state 
that we are already faced with. 

Last week I viewed Janet Reno on C- 
SPAN. She testified to a Senate committee 
about the “Quick-Response Teams” that 
have been set up in 18 major U.S. cities to 
combat domestic terrorism, and the FBI 
agreement with the Defense Department to 
provide quick transport for those teams to 
any place they may be needed. I found this 
information chilling, coming as it did from 
a federal official whose hands are covered 
with innocent blood. 

To quote your article, “History is replete 
with stories of governments and societies 
toppling in the wake of martial law.” I fear 
we may already be past the point where 
anything short of insurrection will reverse 
the growing powers of the American police 
state. 

Paul Netto, RN, CCRN 

California 



I’m a cop with three decades of experi¬ 
ence; 25 of those years I was either a mem¬ 
ber or a commander of our SWAT team. 
When I started in 1970 there were no SWAT 
teams or other specialized units to deal with 
heavily armed felony suspects. This result¬ 
ed in more officers being injured and killed 
as well as the suspects and even innocent 
bystanders. Law enforcement needed a 
coordinated response to these situations and 
SWAT teams provided the answer. 
Unfortunately, there can be too much of a 
good thing. What I’ve seen in the last 10 
years is an increasing use of SWAT tactics 
for virtually every situation, down to misde¬ 
meanor traffic warrants. I blame the 
exploitation by the media of guns and the 
self-driven paranoia that is endemic to 
being a cop. We used to knock on the door 
and take the person into custody. Now I see 
the door being knocked down and then we 
take the person into custody. 

What I really have more concern about 
is the federalizing of local enforcement and 
laws. The federal government seems to be 
more involved with laws that used to be the 
providence of local and state law enforce¬ 
ment. Even the National Park Service has 
their own special tactics team. Mr. 
Laugesen’s concern should be more with 
the immense power that a central govern¬ 


ment law enforcement agency wields. 

As I approach the end of my career, I 
don’t like what I see developing, particularly 
in the federal law enforcement field. I remind 
officers continually that they are citizens first 
and cops second. Their allegiance should be 
to upholding the constitution and the rule of 
law. This, sadly, is something lacking in the 
current administration of our country and 
some of its law enforcement agencies. 

Robert Burnett, Lt. 

Westminster, Calif., PD 


I was encouraged by your article “The 
Thin Blurry Line.” As a former Libertarian 
candidate I have tried for years to spread the 
word that the War on Drugs was a bad idea, 
fueled by government lies and growing in 
power over the citizens it was supposed to 
protect. SOF has in the past run “I Was 
There” articles from our drug warriors on 
the front line. While I will be the first per¬ 
son to state that the drug smugglers are 
mostly thugs, these articles seems to rein¬ 
force this notion that all drug users are bad. 
If you would switch the words drugs and 
guns you will see that the same arguments 
to ban have been used for both of them. The 
government has said that marijuana, for 
instance, has no medical value. The govern¬ 
ment also has said some whoppers about 
firearms too. 

Gary Sweeney 

Cincinnati, Ohio 


I am a plankowner with SOF , having sub¬ 
scribed prior to issue #1. Back then, SOF had 
“The Journal of Professional Adventurers” 
proudly printed below the logo. That phrase 
no longer appears there, and I believe would 
no longer apply anyway, because more 
appropriate would be: “The Journal of 
Whiners and Snivelers” or maybe “The 
Journal of Idiotic Conspiracy Theorists.” 

Here are some bits of news for the 
author of “The Thin Blurry Line”: 

1. The US military has been used many 
times in the past to quell riots and keep the 
peace here inside our borders, and this is 
hardly a new phenomenon. And as far as 
having the military acting as policemen 
abroad: Central America in the 1920s and 
1930s certainly comes to mind. 

2. American law enforcement has a his¬ 
tory of using military weapons. Look at the 
G-Men of the ‘20s using Thompsons and 
BARs to battle the gangsters of that time. 

3. The current “militarization” of US law 
enforcement has to do with a move toward 
professionalism that'began in the late 1960s, 
and coupled with a nationwide trend toward 
more violent criminals, SWAT teams quick¬ 
ly became commonplace around the country. 
By the 1970s, most agencies were beginning 
to re-equip officers with semiauto handguns, 
and this was complete by the mid 1980s. The 
end of the cold war brought about some sig¬ 
nificant downsizing of the military and this 


was a boon for law enforcement, providing 
agencies with a large quantity of quality 
equipment. 

Of course none of these truths fit into the 
author’s perverted theory, so they were con¬ 
veniently ignored. In closing, I would like 
to be on record as saying I am sick of seeing 
rehashed articles about Ruby Ridge, Waco, 
and ATF corruption. How long can you con¬ 
tinue to beat those dead horses? And what I 
would like to see in the future from SOF are 
some articles giving cops the honor they are 
due, and covering some real hot spots right 
here in the U.S.A. 

Follow me! Come spend some time with 
those of us who have continued to be 
Professional Adventurers. 

Greg Roberts 

Long Beach, California 


Following my military service, I got into 
civilian law enforcement as a dispatcher, 
police officer, deputy sheriff, detective and 
now as a trainer and SWAT officer with my 
current employer. SOF has always been a 
source of information for me to keep up 
with weapon trends, world politics, etc. 

I understand that your magazine has not 
always supported some law enforcement 
endeavors, but what makes this country great 
is that a forum for differing ideas exists, 
especially SOF . I have to take issue, howev¬ 
er, with Wayne Laugesen’s article on the mil¬ 
itarization of police. I don’t know how long 
it’s been, if ever, since he was in the line of 
fire of “bad guys,” but even in the last 10 
years, things have really started to go to shit 
for law enforcement. If anyone wishes that 
different tactics weren’t required to handle 
situations, it’s the police who also have fam¬ 
ilies and a life off the job. I am of the mind¬ 
set, however, that the bad guys set the rules 
and we have to adapt to what their tactics are 
within the letter of the law. Just last night, a 
deputy in a neighboring county was nearly 
run over by a suspect who had managed to 
steal his Jeep Cherokee patrol vehicle as well 
as the bad guy’s female counterpart in anoth¬ 
er vehicle. The male was already arrested at 
the time and handcuffed. 

Laugesen points out problems primarily 
with federal law enforcement. In doing so, 
he lumps those of us who do the bulk of law 
enforcement into a group of folks who don’t 
do real police work. SWAT works for 
municipal and county departments a lot 
more efficiently than he gives credit to. As 
for the military, with Clinton as president, 
what would you expect other than a 
FUBAR performance in a non-traditional 
role. The “ninja suit” reference only fuels 
the fire to folks teetering on the edge of sup¬ 
porting and working against law enforce¬ 
ment. A uniform doesn’t make or influence 
what we do out here. It is training and good 
management skills that keep SWAT an hon¬ 
est part of law enforcement. 

Mark Mosier 

usa 
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Professional Locksmithing Tools 


LOCKAID 

Specifically designed to pick ^ H 

tumbler locks. Designed over thirty ^ 

years ago to aid law enforcement agencies. 
Consists of tension wrench, three needles and 
Lockaid "Gun.'’ Prices include a copy of the book 
“Lockpicking Simplified,” 

Lockaid $69.95 , llllilM 


PIX MODEL 13 IBkJ 

This deluxe yet compact kit 
features 11 of the most commonly 
used tools. Comes in a slim cowhide leather case 
for discreet undercover operatives. As a ^ 
special bonus, a 5-piece set of warded yRk 
picks Is included. A 16-piece set total. ^/\\ 
Also included, a copy of “Lockpicking 
Simplified." Receive all this at a low price of 
Pix 13 $42.95 


pxp 8 ni> 

• Shirt Pocket Size. y 

• Top Grain Cowhide 

Leather. aPs> 

• Has 8 Picks, Tension . % 

Wrenchs and Broken Key t \. 
Extractor \\ 

• All Picks with Metal 
Handles. 

• Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 

pxp 8 $24.95 


PXP 10 . 

• Shirt Pocket Size. X 

• Top Grain Cowhide Leather. x ^ ^ 

• Has 13 Picks, Tension Wrenchs and Broken Key 
Extractor. 

• Ail Picks with Metal Handles. 

• Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 

pxp io $34.95 


Lockpicking Simplified $8.50 

Complete Guide to Lockpicking $15.00 
Improvised Lock Picks $9.95 

Tubular Locks $8.95 

Lockout and forced entry $11.95 

Involuntary Repression $10.95 


/ 


Safe & Vault manipulation 
How to Pick Pins & Wafers 
Combination Locks 
Keys by Impressioning 
Key Casting Manual 
Locks, Picks, Clicks 



W4, 


SESAMEE DECODER 

This tool was designed to decode the exact 
combination of a sesamee padlock without 
damaging the lock. Detailed instruction included. 


ESP-13 Mi' damaging the lock. Detailed instruction included. 

This handy new pick set is the most popular set among 

professional locksmiths today. This kit consists of 12 (C^5t) . 

different tools housed in a handsome black leather case ^ $17.95 

designed for a shirt pocket. Included in the price, you 

receive a 5-piece warded key set and a copy of 

“Lockpicking Simplified.” 17-piece set total. 

ESP-13 $45.95 

MINI PICK TUBULAR 

The most eftoctnre tubular pick on the market, unlike the larger p*cks with long 
handles or screwdmrer handles. The longer the tool, the more pressure needed 

which causes easy breataga. The advantage of the Mini Pick is it is so short, $79.95 

you only use your thumb and index finger. With a little practice this tool will open a tubular lock in less than a minute. 
A Xbur Choice: (1) Center (2) Offset left (3) Offset right; a "Segal'’ 8 pin tubular, C 5-pin Tubular Dl 6-pin Tubular; E. 8-Pin Ace. 


DOUBLE SIDED DISK TUMBLER PICKS 

Set of 4 picks designed to be used on the most popular double¬ 
sided disc tumbler, showcase, cam and padlocks. 

$29.95 SCHLAGE WAFER 

The most fantastic tool you will 
Electric Picks ever use. This set consists of two 

base keys and pick. Complete in¬ 
structions included. 

$29.95 ^ 


The best single tool for most pin tumbler locks • Opens many locks in seconds 
High quality aluminum construction * Used by locksmiths worldwide 


| E100C (3 volt). 

Catalog $3.00 — Free with order. 
Allow three weeks delivery 
on Personal Check Orders. 
Money orders ship same day 
rece ived. 

All major credit cards 
accepted. 


P'X-EZ I 

All-In-One 

Pick-Set 

100% American Made! M 

As convenient to carry ™ 

and use as a pocket knife! ^ 

Only 4 inches long, half inch square, weighs under five 
ounces, works fast and opens pin and water tumbler 
locks quickly, with very little effort. Six tempered spring 
steel picks, tension wrench. $34.95 


WKS PICKS 

Made of the finest blue tempered / /1 \\ 
spring steel, this 5-piece padlock # / J ) ' 
pick-set is a must in every lock¬ 
smiths' tool box. This set will pick open most 
every warded padlock made today. $9.95 


RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 
INCLUDES — 5 ITEMS 

1-5CHALGE WAFER SET.Sg* 95 

1-SESAMEE DECODER .j l7 * 95 

1-WKS PICKS.| g*Q5 

i 1-DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS. *29.9 S 

A VALUE OF *147.75 
AT A LOW PRICE OF $89.95 


MD16 

Shirt Pocket Size, Top Grain 
Cowhide Leather, Zippered 
Case, has 16 Picks, Tension 
Wrenches and Broken Key 
Extractor. 
$59.95 


MD32 

Hip Pocket Size, Jjf-jj 
Top Grain 'Hi flj 

Cowhide Leather, ■ 
Zippered Case, ; 
has 32 picks, II ; 
Tension WrenchesS^ 
Broken Key 
Extractor. 

$69.95 






MD60 

Top Grain Cowhide Leather, Zippered Case, 
has 60 picks, Tension Wrenches, Broken Key 
Extractor and Warded Master Keys. $109.95 


The law requires all 
purchases be 
made in good faith, 
without make 
believe or fraud by 
genuine persons 
within this industry 


P.O. Box 68, Dept. SF6, Dexter, OR 97431; (541 >726-6360 Musl De 11 
Web Address: www.gun-room.com E-mail: gunroom@pacwest.net 


Send to 
Steve Arnolds 
Gun Room 

Postage & handling 
$6.00 

Overseas postage add 
30% of total. 
Must be 18 years 
of age 
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CUTLERY \ BRANDS 
1425 United Blvd. 
Sevlerville, TN 37876 
©1999 New Colt Holding Co.. Inc. 


Exclusively from United Cutlery Brands* Available at your local 
knife retailer. Dealers and Distributors: For more information call 
I-800-548-0835 and ask for Dept. SF6 of Fax 3^23-428-2267 


I FREE Report Reveals G-Jo "Acupressure, First-Aid of the Samurai ... | 


Now—Fear No Pain or Injury! 


It’s true! As a Master of G-Jo Acupressure, you 
can “erase” pain (and most other common ail¬ 
ments) in seconds ... using nothing but the touch 
of your finger! G-Jo is based on a network of 
secret pressure points (many of them used in the 
martial arts). When an injury occurs, simply reach 
for the right G-Jo point ... “trigger” it in a special 
way... and sigh in relief ! 

Be up and ready for action in moments - or 
help your loved ones, friends or students - using 
this remarkable technique. G-Jo is so foolproof it 
works for skeptics as well as “believers.” Armed 
with this secret, ancient knowledge, you too can 
now erase pain and suffering anytime, anyplace! 
This skill is vital for those in the martial arts ... healing arts ... survivalists and 
outdoorsmen - or anyone who ever finds himself far from doctors, medicines 
and hospitals. G-Jo is safe for all ages ... natural ... effective in healing 
hundreds of injuries and ailments ... and it works instantly ! Not only for the 
relief of serious injuries - G-Jo relieves headaches backaches ... and 
most other common ailments in seconds! 

In fact, G-Jo is so powerful and effective, it can even become your total 
health care program! Yet this profusely illustrated training program is so easy, 
you can actually become certified as a Master of G-Jo Acupressure in as 
little as one weekend of study! It’s the world’s only home-study acupressure 
program available. Act now ! 

The G-Jo Institute, Dept201, PO Box 1460, Columbus, NC 28722 


Send for your FREE Report Today! 



Or Call (828) 863-4660 
“Teaching G-Jo Acupressure Since 1976” 


www.g-jo.com 


I Was There 


Continued from page 12 


injuries my co-pilot sustained but when I 
tried to reach him I could only see a wall of 
darkness. Although it was still daylight, my 
mind wouldn’t permit me to see the right 
side of the ship. 

I also had a clear foreboding that these 
were my last few minutes of life. My pistol 
was gone, removed for the sake of freedom 
of movement, so the quick relief of a bullet 
was not to be my destiny. 

More rounds cooked-off. I stood and lift¬ 
ed my left leg through the hole that used to be 
my windshield. I stood and looked into the 
flames and made my peace. The war was over 
for me and there was a sense of sadness as I 
thought of my family and friends and lament¬ 
ed spending my last few minutes on earth in 
extreme terror — not from the approaching 
enemy but from friendly “fire.” 

As the flames gnawed through my 
Nomex flight suit and my underwear, my 
right hip and foot jolted free from my boot 
and the wreckage. 

I fell back aghast and nauseous and 
stared at the smoldering flesh that had been 
my right leg. Some one yelped for me to get 
farther away from the wreck. I looked up at 
a grunt who was unable to vault through the 
flames to rescue me. So I summoned my 
final morsel of strength and crawled. 

While I was crawling, I spotted another 
chopper overfly the wreckage and hover 
above the LZ. It was a crew from my com¬ 
pany who came to help in spite of the dan¬ 
ger from flames and exploding ammunition. 

A quick inventory of the injured gave me 
the scope of the tragedy. There were four of 
us — the doorgunner, two grunts, and me. 
This left six missing and presumed scorched 
to ashes. The gunner was in serious condi¬ 
tion and later succumbed after a long and 
valiant struggle. The others who died there 
in that lonely deadly jungle reside perma¬ 
nently in my mind. 

As for me, I spent four months in treat¬ 
ment and recovery, including almost a dozen 
skin graft operations, at the Brook Army 
Medical Center’s bum treatment center in 
San Antonio, Texas. To add insult to near- 
fatal injuries, the Army found “pilot error” to 
be the cause of my chopper’s crash — since 
the wreckage burned for three days, thus 
obliterating evidence of mechanical failure. 

I was grounded and ordered to Fort 
Knox, where I served for eight additional 
months, until I was placed on the “perma¬ 
nent disability retired list” with an 80% dis¬ 
ability rating. 

When Robert S. McNamara wrote that 
we were looking for a way out and Nixon 
spoke of peace with honor, the lives of my 
crew and the severe injuries sustained by 
countless others, as well as myself, were part 
of the currency they bartered for their goals. 

This is Robert Varney s first contribution 
toSOF. 5? 
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Black Hawk Down! 


Continued from page 51 


maybe we would have been able to establish 
a coalition government that would still be 
ruling peacefully today. But that never hap¬ 
pened and we won’t ever know the answer. I 
think that Howe has suffered because he was 
the author of what turned out to be a very 
embarrassing episode. In a sense I think that 
was unfair — he was a victim of history. 

This battle has never been studied in 
detail or discussed because there is a reluc¬ 
tance to examine something that is consid¬ 
ered such a failure. But, in my opinion, the 
battle is a textbook case of what can go 
wrong when the shooting starts. The disas¬ 
ter that occurred that day was not a forgone 
conclusion. It came within minutes of being 
accomplished without losing any heli¬ 
copters or soldiers. 

SOF; Success and failure can be mea¬ 
sured in inches . In this case it fell on the 
failure side . 

Bowden: Yes, and I think that this is 
another reflection of the unrealistic expecta¬ 
tions Americans have of combat. It’s nice that 
we have lowered our tolerance for losing 
American lives, but I think it is also unrealis¬ 
tic to accomplish anything without anyone 
dying. I’ve been to Mogadishu, and the idea 
of sending troops into that city in broad day¬ 
light to arrest someone, when everyone on the 
street is opposed to you doing so — that’s a 
very difficult mission. I think it was foresee¬ 
able that there would eventually be trouble. 

SOF: In the book you mentioned that 
there were Islamic veterans of the war in 
Afghanistan in Somalia. Did they play a wle? 

Bowden: I think they did play a role, but 
it was not a significant one. Osama bin 
Laden was probably one of many funda¬ 
mentalist militants who were helping to 
support Aidid. There probably were veter¬ 
ans of the Afghan war in Mogadishu who 
were able to advise Aidid’s militia on how 
to attack helicopters. 

SOF: Your book raises many questions 
about military interventions in general . Are 
there any lessons from Somalia that apply to 
future U.S. missions? 

Bowden: Every situation is so different; 
it’s difficult to say. I quote a Clinton admin¬ 
istration official — who asked not to be 
named — as saying that Somalia was a 
watershed. He said that we used to think 
that some countries were victimized by 
thuggish leaders who oppressed decent 
people. Get rid of the leaders and the soci¬ 
ety would change. But now, after Somalia, 
observed this official, we see that in many 
of these cases, everybody is caught up in 
the hatred and fighting. In places like 
Somalia — or Bosnia or Kosovo — the 
hatred and killing continue because they 
want it to. Or because they don’t want 
peace enough to stop it. 

Dale Andrade is a senior SOF corre¬ 
spondent. ^ 
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1300 West Henry Street • P.O. Box 833 
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The world's top shooting 
competitors choose Starline 
brass for unequaled quality 
and precision* Shouldn't you 
Discover Starline's Top Brass 
for yourself and see why: 

• Starline brass leads the industry in 
innovation, quality and value* 

• You can't beat Starline's factory- 
direct prices on more than forty of 
the most popular and unique 
calibers* • 

Give Starline's Top Brass a try. Call 
1-800-280-6660 to place an order or 
request a free brochure or visit our 
web site at www.starlinebrass.com. 
And remember, A GREAT Shot 
Starts With Starline. 
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'The Automatic Knife Resource Guide and Newsletter* 


Sources for ALL automatic knives! 

•Rare and scarce antiques. 
•American-Italian-German 
• High-Tech production models. 

•Exotic handcrafted customs. 


A MUST for ALL switchblade fansl 
♦Packed with FIRST-CLASS photo^ 
♦ Maintenance & repair tips 
♦Free classified ads 
♦The LATEST trends 
♦Informative articles and features' 

Now in our SEVENTH YEAR! 
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“thenewsletter.com” 
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Terrorism 101 


Continued from page 47 


Offering both trained dogs and training in: 

♦ Anti-terrorist/hostage extraction 

♦ Perimeter & crowd control 

♦ Surveillance, counter measures 

♦ Special ops for military, law enforcement and 
corporate interests 

♦ S.A.R. 


police force and drove out many of the 
town’s original residents. 

In September and October 1984, in 
another larger scale attempt to “fix” elec¬ 
tions in Wascoe County, the Rajneeshees 
sickened 750 people when they intentional¬ 
ly contaminated salad bars in 10 restaurants 
in The Dalles, Oregon, with Salmonella 
Typhimurium. 

• Omega 7 (Commandos Omega 7): 
Formed in 1974 by members of various 
Cuban exile groups in the U.S., Omega 7 
was considered the most militant of all the 
anti-Castro factions. Based in Miami, 
Florida, Omega 7 ran operations from New 
York, New Jersey, and Miami. From 1974 
to 1983, the group orchestrated an aggres¬ 
sive campaign of bombings and assassina¬ 
tions directed against the Cuban govern¬ 
ment and those who supported the commu¬ 
nist Castro regime. In addition to planting 
bombs on Soviet and Polish ships in U.S. 
ports, Omega 7 targeted the vessels of other 
nations which were trading with Cuba. 

Hailed as freedom fighters by many in 
the Cuban exile community, Omega 7 was 
considered a prime thorn in the side of the 
Castro government. Even the United States 
government wound up with egg on its face 
when it was revealed, during court proceed¬ 
ings, that part of the group’s training and 
funding may well have come from the CIA. 

All The World’s A Stage 

Mention international terrorism and the 
image of a wild-eyed Arab, kaffiyeh snaked 
around his head, waving an AK-47 auto¬ 
matically pops into most western minds: 
Foreign terrorism is a Middle Eastern phe¬ 
nomenon. Or is it? Long before Osama bin 
Laden began trekking the Afghan hills, 
explosions of dissent were ripping through 
the capitols of Europe, South America, Asia 
and Africa. 

From Japan’s Aum Shinryko sect to 
Mexico’s Zapatistas , the list is long and 
not so distinguished. As one group falls, 
others spring up to fill the void. Is the light 
at the end of the tunnel the glow of victory 
against terrorism ... or the flash of just one 
more bomb blast? Is there an answer? Or, 
are we back-paddling madly down the 
river of no return? 

As this series continues we will look at 
terrorism, past and present, around the 
globe. We will examine the perspective role 
played by the international news media, as 
well as look at a Who’s Who of anti-terror¬ 
ist forces, the threat of chemical-biological 
and nuclear terrorism, and what the future 
may have in store. 


International .security consultants, extraction teams and corporate advisory 

groups available for immediate global deploy- 
ment. Our training personnel are active in their 
' '1 ^ field in some of the hottest spots in the world. 

B U.S.M.C. and I.D.F. specialists on-site. We offer 

the most intense and comprehensive training 
courses in the world. 

From the jungles of Cambodia to the streets of 
New York City, our dogs have proven their 

For more information, please contact us at: 

TEL: (905) 562-3095 
FAX: (905) 562-4242 

Email: S0F@badenk9.com 
Visit our Web Site 
www.badenk9.com 


Twin 370 HP Turbo Cummins Diesels with Warranties. 342 hrs on Engines, 
Casfoli Jef Drives, Kevlar Hull, Bow Posf/Macbine Gun Mount 42 Person Capacity, 
Radar, GPS/Plotter, Depfb Sounder, 2 VHF Radios, Triaxel Trailer, Etc. 

Only Two of These RIBs Exist. Navy Special Operations Has the Other One. 
Replacement Cost Over $400,000. 

Selling For $185,000 U.S. Dollars. Trades Considered. 

Located in Ohio on the Great Lakes. 

Contact Neal at (440) 257-4872 


Richard L. Sherrow is SOF’s Contribut¬ 
ing Editor for Forensic Sciences , a former 
Army EOD technician and trainer and for¬ 
mer Treasury Department explosives and 
arson investigator. ^ 
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The Merc-ky World 


Continued from page 39 


the use of “hired guns” are willing to con¬ 
cede — in light of the carnage and thou¬ 
sands of deaths that followed the latest rebel 
incursions in and around Freetown earlier 
this year — that the lesser of the two evils 
would have been a strong mercenary pres¬ 
ence. Certainly the country would have 
been spared a lot of grief. Without them, 
just about everybody agrees, it is going to 
take Sierra Leone years to recover, even 
with unstinting foreign aid (which is not on 
because of corruption). 

Defense Systems, Limited 

Defense Systems, Limited is one of the 
best examples of an organization that turns 
a good profit by protecting privately-owned 
economic assets in troubled countries 
around the globe. In an interview at their 
London headquarters, the company’s CEO, 
the Honorable Richard Bethell, told SOF 
that not one of its staff working in dozens of 
countries in Africa, Asia, the Middle East 
and the Americas was armed. The company 
works in many countries where violence is 
a way of life, including Colombia, some of 
the Arab states, Algeria, Kenya, Indonesia, 
Angola and elsewhere. 

Even then, things don’t always work out. 
The Canadian diamond combine, Southern- 


Era Resources, reported last January that it 
was closing its two operations in Angola. A 
spokesman for the company said security 
problems had made life untenable. The 
mines were no longer profitable. 

Also, hiring former mercenaries to pro¬ 
tect your assets can bring trouble of another 
sort. Diamond Works, whose Yetwene mine 
in northeastern Angola was attacked late last 
year by a force numbering about 50, again 
believed to have been UNITA guerrillas, is 
an example. Altogether 21 people were killed 
in the encounter. Others were wounded. 
Quite a few were abducted but later found to 
be safe, though a few are still missing. 

One of the messages purported to have 
been received afterward was that the attack 
took place because Tony Buckingham, the 
controversial head of Branch Energy, holds 
25% of that company’s shares. Bucking¬ 
ham, it will be recalled, brokered the anti- 
UNITA mercenary organization Executive 
Outcomes presence in Angola. Africa does¬ 
n’t forget such things easily. 

It is of note that DiamondWorks securi¬ 
ty in Angola is provided by Teleservices, a 
Luanda-based joint venture part-owned by a 
South African firm, Gray’s Security — 
which has no known mercenary links — 
and the Angolan company, Mboji. 

Exploiting Wealth 

Then there is De Beers. That huge inter¬ 
national diamond conglomerate disclosed 
recently that the procedures for exploiting 


Africa’s wealth were different from anywhere 
else in the world. They were not only lengthy, 
the company said, but costly, as well. 

Bill McKechnie, De Beers’ exploration 
manager for Africa, disclosed in a report in a 
Johannesburg newspaper that in setting up a 
joint venture with Endiama, the government 
diamond body, to explore for gemstones in 
Angola, they first had to create a security 
team that not only spoke Portuguese but also 
had some military experience. This was nec¬ 
essary if only because it was the military that 
they were obliged to deal with. 

These people needed to interview vil¬ 
lagers in the area in which they intended to 
work (as well as the local military com¬ 
manders). They did so to get a picture of 
the threats they might face. Only then did 
De Beers start organizing an airborne sur¬ 
vey of the territory earmarked for explo¬ 
ration. As part of the process, the aircraft 
they used were vividly sprayed in blue 
with white crosses. 

McKechnie explained that a lot of 
Angolans tend to associate any aircraft with 
hostilities. Helicopter gunships and jet 
fighter-bombers are the only aircraft that 
most Angolans have seen. And because 
there are a lot of guns around, and explo¬ 
ration aircraft generally fly at tree-top 
height — about 70 meters off the ground — 
“we couldn’t take any chances.” 

Al J. Venter is a senior foreign corre¬ 
spondent for SOF. ^ 
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ELECTRIC LOCK PICK 




Most elec¬ 
tric lock pick ads 
are grossly exagger¬ 
ated - and most electric 
lock picks are grossly overpriced. 

Enter the EIOOHO by SouthOrd. Ma¬ 
chined aluminum construction and a 4.5 volt 
motor combine with precision, durability and fac¬ 
tory support to bring you the greatest value in the industry. In¬ 
cludes four picking needles, three tension tools, and adjustment 
wrenches. EIOOHO (asswrtied) - $179.95 

EIOOHO Kit- $99.95 

AUTO 
WEDGIE 

For police officers, repo 
people, wrecker drivers, auto repair 
shops, car dealers, and anyone who 
needs to open a vehicle, this tool that we fondly 
call 'The Auto Wedgie', is about all you’ll ever need. 

Forget about spending hundreds of dollars on specialty tools, 
bent wire devices, jigglers, tryout keys and so on. This “wonder 
tool', by SouthOrd, opens.just about every car, van, and small 
truck on the road—even the new models that are immune to a 
slim jim. We know it all sounds just too good to be true—but buy 
one, and you will be a believer! The set comes complete with a 
Slide Rod, and a Nylon Wedge for compromising convertibles. 


SJW-3 $79.95 



SAP 

GLOVES 

I love these gloves—used 
them for years! They're great protec¬ 
tion when climbing fences during a foot 
pursuit, just riding your ‘cycle, or protect¬ 
ing your knuckles when some cowboy decides to run his face 
into them! Each glove has 8 oz of powdered lead embedded in 
the knuckle area. Discreet protection. State size when ordering. 
D*100 (deerskin) $69.95 pr. D-50 (cowhide) $39.95 pr. 



BRASS 

KNUCKS 


A blast from the past! These “1928" knuckle dusters take us 
back to thedays of prohibition, black sedans, and Tommy" guns. 
They look great just laying on your desk, holding down those 
important papers. And believe it or not, they are so slick that 
many of our customers have used them to make foot pegs for 
their Harleys! 

KNB (brass) $13.50 each; $24.40 per pair 
KNA (aluminum) $6.00 each; $14.50 per pair 


SOUTHORD ^ 

RECON FIGHTER^ ^fl ? 


Ok guys, if you like a fighting knife that's built like a Hummer, 
we’ve got one for ya! This beauty is heavy—and heavy duty. All 
stainless steel construction with checkered rubber handles. The 
feel reminds me of my old S&W 66 with the Pachmyers—it’s 
rugged, reliable, and it won't let me down! Believe it—once you 
buy one of these “picks", you’ll never let it go! Comes complete 
with a Web sheath. Overall length, eight and one quarter inches. 
KN-2n $29.95 



SOUTHERN 

ORDNANCE 


THE SOUTHERN ORDNANCE CATALOG - loaded with hard to find items 
- Locksmith Tools, Pellet Riffles, Crossbows, Switchblades, Transmitters, 
Bug Detectors, Books, and Videos, Boxing Equipment Police Supplies and 
Much, Much, Much More! Only $5.00 or FREE with any order. 


CHECK, MONEY ORDER, VISA, MASTERCARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS, OPTIMA 
WARNING: Check State and Local Laws. Must be 18 yean or older to ortbr. 

www.southord.com 
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P.O.Box279 • BabionParti,FU3I27 
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Ashes Of The A Shau 


Continued from page 43 


Airborne Division led the CA on Dong Ap 
Bia inserting companies Alpha, Bravo, 
Charlie, and Delta 3/187th, as well as the 
battalion CP (command post), into an LZ 
1,800 meters northwest of the summit. 
Other battalions in the CA included ele¬ 
ments of the 2/506^ and 1/506th which 
landed south of Ap Bia, while the 4/1 st 
ARVN and 2/1 st ARVN landed as a block¬ 
ing force east of the mountain. 

Ground commander, Lt. Col. Honey- 



Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, D-Mass., as he 
addressed the World Affairs Council in 
Boston (October 1969). Kennedy said the 
United States should announce “an irrevoca¬ 
ble decision” to withdraw all ground combat 
troops from Vietnam within one year, and 
other forces by the end of 1972. 

cutt was a man on a mission that day. He 
had joined the Army at 16 and had risen 
from private to captain in five years. He 
served with the 187th Regiment (The 
Rakkasans) during the Korean War under 
General Westmoreland, commanding a 
rifle platoon. Honeycutt was simply hard¬ 
core. Once, it’s alleged, when a new offi¬ 
cer assigned into his command announced 
his dissatisfaction with the Vietnam War 
and refused to go to the field, Honeycutt 
grabbed the scumbag by the collars and 
bodily threw him from his CP. The local 
HQ commander hearing the commotion 
appeared and was greeted by the enraged 
Honeycutt who bellowed, “Get this miser¬ 
able traitor out of my sight. Cut him orders 
and send his ass to Laos, now!” 

Honeycutt, never shy about a fight, had 
come to the right place at Dong Ap Bia. 

More Fortress Than Mountain 

The NVA had been reinforcing and 
building positions here since 1964 and if 
one were to strip bare the externals, one 
would see the mountain was layered with 


concentric rings of bunkers and trench lines 
with interlocking fields of fire that con¬ 
cealed hundreds of spider holes. Trees not 
only prevented observation but provided 
100-foot sniper nests with dense conceal¬ 
ment, as well as deadly claymore mine loca¬ 
tions. Some bunkers were connected to 
internal tunnel complexes that spider- 
webbed inside the mountain. A major hos¬ 
pital, ammo resupply depot and food caches 
were all underground and out of sight. The 
west-to-southwest side of the mountain pro¬ 
vided access for porters who ferried in sup¬ 
plies from the Ho Chi Minh Trail only 2 
miles across the border. The Trail would 
also provide an escape route into Laos — 
which would be utilized frequently in the 
coming days. 

From 11 May forward, troops had trouble 
locating the enemy. Ap Bia had at least 1,200 
men of the 29th NVA Regiment, who were 
ordered to stand and fight. Three thousand- 
foot Ap Bia was the high ground overlooking 
the A Shau Valley. Thus, whoever controlled 
Ap Bia influenced the entire valley. 

Ten assaults in eight days, by the five 
battalions attacking various positions 
around Hill 937, failed to capture the sum¬ 
mit but succeeded in locking horns with 
the NVA in a hell of a battle. Every inch 
of ground was hard-won with heavy dues 
paid in blood and suffering. For 10 days 
continuous artillery fire and Tac Air 
sledgehammered the mountain while 
infantry battled in close-quarter combat 
between barrages. 

The high-ground advantage of the 
NVA infantry proved murderous. Ameri¬ 
can airborne infantry troops were pinned 
tight by crew-served weapons fire from 
reinforced bunkers or pelted by RPGs 
from the trench lines. Small squads of 
NVA infantry would swarm in flanking 
actions — cutting up any friendly units 
which stayed in place. 

When the Americans would fall into 
retreat, NVA in the spider holes, hidden 
below ground, would pop out and ambush 
withdrawing warriors. Honeycutt ordered 
his troops to assault, engage, fight for 
ground, clear bunker positions and trench 
lines and — when unable to advance due to 
the volume of hostile fire — pull back and 
call in artillery on enemy positions. 

Arty and Tac Air effectiveness was 
repeatedly marginal due to how well the 
bunkers were fortified. The NVA also frus¬ 
trated the assault force by reappearing in the 
same bunkers after they supposedly had 
been cleared since some defenses were 
interconnected by a tunnel complex 
American troops did not know existed. The 
internal defense system inside Dong Ap Bia 
coupled with resupply from porters who 
came and went from the southwest side of 
the mountain made it appear that there was 
no end to the NVA. 

But on 20 May 1969 — on the 11th 
assault — the 3/187th crested Hill 937 by 
1200 hours. All other units, including many 
walking wounded, reached the summit later 
that day. 
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AP/Wide World 


Bull In The China Shop 


The prolonged intensity of the battle for 
Dong Ap Bia was some of the worst in the 
history of warfare. Consider this: Troops 
who landed in the initial assault wave on 10 
May spent 10 consecutive days on a hill that 
received around-the-clock shelling and air 
strikes. Whenever the men were not engaged 
in contact or assault action, soldiers were 
either crawling up or down a 30-degree slope 
under a blanket of wicked small-arms fire, 
engaged in ambush ops in dense jungle or 
battling 100-degree heat and high humidity 
every day except one. On the eighth day of 
assault it rained a deluge when Allied forces 
were only 75 meters from the crest and were 
washed back down the mountain. 



Maj. Gen. Melvin Zais, commander of the 
101st Airborne Division in South Vietnam, 
defended his decision to make the fight for 
Dong Ap Bia, the mountain where 46 
Americans were killed in the 10-day battle. 
Zais spoke at a 22 May 69 news conference to 
answer criticism by Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, 
D-Mass., that the battle for the mountain was 
“senseless and irresponsible.” 


Few words could describe how tired 
and shattered some of the men were — 
some wandered about zombie-like and 
could coherently go no further following 
the battle. 

Defenders of the mountain, the 29th 
NVA Regiment, were almost obliterated, 
according to an enemy POW captured on 
the final day of battle who stated, “The 7th 
and 8th NVA Battalions were all but com¬ 
pletely wiped out.” The hospital, regimental 
CP and other underground facilities yielded 
a staggering loss for communist forces. 152 
individual and 25 crew-served weapons, 
75,000 rounds of ammo, thousands of mor¬ 
tar and RPG rounds and more than 10 tons 
of rice were captured. Men were pushed as 
far as they could go — some too far. But the 
NVA were pushed the furthest — across the 
boarder into Laos, out of the A Shau and off 
their mountain. 

Tom McCarthy owns Freelance Photo 
Journalism, in West Brookfield, MA. 
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under intense fire on Capitol Hill last sum¬ 
mer, White House officials told two separate 
congressional committees that “the contro¬ 
versy about American satellite deals with 
China is overblown,” the Washington Post 
reported, “and that allowing U.S. spacecraft 
to be launched aboard Chinese rockets helps 
persuade the Beijing government to stop 
selling weaponry to other nations.” 

If he believes that, Clinton must have 
inhaled. To the contrary, the fruits of technol¬ 
ogy China has bought and stolen from the 
U.S. — including nuclear, biological and/or 
nuclear weapons technology — have been 
passed along at additional profit to the PRC 
to such benevolent states as Libya, Iran, 
Syria and North Korea. China’s export of 
nuclear and ballistic missile technology to 
Pakistan set off the biggest arms race ever 
with India. China’s sale of cruise missiles to 
Iran must have escaped A1 Gore, since he co¬ 
sponsored a law that specifically mandates 
trade sanctions against any country such as 
China who sells such weapons to Iran. 

Instead, Gore continues to be an apolo¬ 
gist for Clinton and his China policy. While 
in Beijing in 1997, Gore offered a generous 
toast to Li Peng, who ordered the crackdown 
on pro-democracy protesters in Tiananmen 
Squre, leading to a wholesale massacre. 

“... Having a relationship with [China], 
within which we can try to affect their 
behavior and improve human rights, elimi¬ 
nate unfair trade practices and bring about 
the kinds of change that will lead to further 
democratization in China, these things are 
in our interest,” Gore said earlier this year. 
“We do that without compromising our 
principles in any way.” 

Like Clinton and Gore, Chinese leader 
Zemin understands that words and deeds are 
distinctly different; the former a means to a 
political end, the latter to instill loyalty and/or 
fear. Bill Clinton and A1 Gore and Jiang 
Zemin have at least one thing in common. 
Some of Clinton’s harshest critics might sug¬ 
gest this would be political ideology. 

Perhaps. If nothing else, though, they 
share a consummate skill in using tricky 
language to subvert real meaning. And they 
understand the immensely persuasive pro¬ 
paganda power of picture imagery. 

On a visit to the U.S. in late 1988, Zemin 
gamely donned a tri-comered hat worn by 
our Revolutionary War patriots, smiling and 
posing for photographers in front of no less 
a shrine that Philadelphia’s Independence 
Hall, proclaiming his profound respect for 
democracy, etc., etc., ad nauseum. 

“When the Republican Party meets in 
Philadelphia next year to select the next 
candidate for president,” Cox cautioned his 
fellow GOP members, “we should keep in 
mind how China’s Communist leader dis¬ 
graced that shrine of freedom — and how 
the Clinton-Gore policy has rewarded his 
regime for doing so.” 



When the elite units 
of the U. S. military 
searched for high quality 
sleeping bags, they 
found the very best. 

The Navy Seals demanded a 
sleeping ‘ system that would 
function in a temperature 
range of summer conditions 
to -40° F. The Special Forces 
Group needed the same 
protection. Both found what 
they were looking for in 
Wiggy's Flexible Temperature 
Range Sleep System or FTRSS. 

Today, Wiggy's FTRSS has 
been assigned a National 
o Stock Number and is the most 
widely purchased sleeping 
system in the U.S. armed forces. 

Compact, durable, machine 
washable, and available with 
a lifetime guarantee, Wiggy's 
bags are today's choice for 
the professional soldier. Make 
Wiggy's your choice, too. 


For more information and a 
brochure, call toll-free today. 



Wiggy's Inc. • P.O. Box 2124 
Grand Junction, CO 81502 


1-800-748-1827 

www.wiggys*com 
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FREE Catalog! 




Addrea* 


Cily/Slato 


Phone: ( 


ALL-NEW64-PG. BOOK! 


ID by MAIL 

$ 24.95 

Cash, Check, Money Order, 
Visa/MC accepted, No CODs 

EDEN PRESS 

Box 8410-AD 
Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

I \ Latest Book Catalog FREE 


Clip coupon and mail to address below. 

PCI Please send me the FREE 
CO! 64-Page Catalog! 


Address 


Ej) Worldwide, Inc. 

P.0. Box 2768 • Dept SD3 • Moultrie, GA 31776 


Address 


CUy/StaJe. 


The School of Locksmithing, Dept. LKG171 
PCDI, 430 Technology Pky., Norcross, GA 30092 


STEROIDS 


Become a private 
t investigator! 

Home study. Make good money i 
JQH[ an action-packed career. 


TO BE TAKEN Orally ; No harmful side effects 

S&K Labs Boron 

This product has been historically used to 
raise Testosterone levels up to 300%. 
When you raise your bodys testosterone 
level you drastically increase your body’s 
ability to create lean muscle mass. Would 
you like to sculpt your body with huge 
healthy hard muscles and get that lean 
awesome body builder physique? Our 
1 0mg Boron is 3 times the strength of 
almost all competitors. If you are not 
completely satisfied with the growth you 
obtain, return it for a full refund! 

3 month cycle for only $ 14.95 Also 

ask about S&K Labs most powerful testosterone enhancer A.T.D.C. 
i,iad: r uiii cg,dl« Welcome 

L-jf^ r MIS'-1 * 'Ml* M phr-v- U'U S i tU hi'*'! v" **<•<,?•? 

ET3 ORDER NOW!!! “ 

HTI7I MONEY BACK GUARANTEE!mg* 

LIth : I :i-N i -13,- : ■nr: ■ w RpXJ 


Home study. Make good money in | 
an action-packed career. 
Solve crimes, find miss- I 
ing persons, expose 

» frauds. Work for attorneys, in- | 
surers, and celebrities—or B 

start your own business. For 
your free career literature, 
send or call 24 hours a day. 

Call 800-223-4542 


l | The School of Private Investigation 

Dept. JRG171, 6065 Roswell Itsjnd 
PCDI, Atlanta, Georgia 


PROTECT YOURSELF 
FROM X .44 MAC ATM 

for as low as W 


1 Bottle (3) month cycle $14.95 + $5.00 S&H perbottte 
Special, Buy 2 Bottles get 3rd FREE $29.90 4 S&H 
Add $10.00 for Priority Mail 
International orders add 25%, (C.O.D.’s U.S. only) 
WlM I wuiiU like a FREE culling will my n-_Uir 


Address:_ 

City, State, Zip: 


Knives, Swords and 
Seif-Defense .items 


> Soft, comfortable, conceafable body 
armor that weighs less than 3 lb. 

Vests are made with 18 layers 
of DuPont Kevlar 

5 year warranty on ballistics 

Adjustable ballistic panel carriers 
available in white and navy 


Record telephone conversations in your office nr 
home. Starts automatically when phone is an¬ 
swered, records both sides of phone conversa¬ 
tion. Recorder stops when phone is hung up. 
$99.95 + $7 shipping. For telehone listening 
device separately $19.95 + $2 ship. 

VERY POWERFUL FM TRANSMITTER 

Transmits to any FM 
\ radio up to Vi mi. 

\ Easy to assemble kit. 

Wf ^ Up to 9V(not incl.) 

^-$29.95 +$2 sh. 

For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro 
Video, VHF transmitters Surveillance and Counter¬ 
surveillance and much more! Send $3.00. 

Call 407-725-1000 

USI CORP 

P.0. Box SF2052 Melbourne.FL 32902 

COD’S OK 






BUY 

DIRECT 


SMALL W LARGE 


MtDIUlV 

*180 


•plus shipping & handling 

X-LARGG AND XX-LARGE ALSO AVAILABLE 
All orders must be pre-paid or C.O.D. 
Preferred Shipping: via FedEx 2/3 Day Service 


[MICHIGAN BODY ARMOR 


37637 Five Mile Rd. Ste. 324 
Livonia, Ml 48154 • (734) 394-2134 


Need NEW ID? 


NOW YOU CAN GEL. 

ID by MAIL 


20 S0URCES-FULLY ILLUSTRATED 

• Birth and Baptismal Certificates 

• Drivers Licenses (blank)—50 States 

• Blank Social Security Cards 

• College Degrees—Bachelors, MA, PhD 

• High School Diplomas, also GED 

• Photo ID Cards—all 50 States 

• “Professional” ID Cards—over 200 Styles 

• Job Reference Kits, Past W-2 Forms 

• Foreign & Camouflage Passports 

• Police/Military ID and Patches 

• Photographer ID, Press Credentials 

• Embossing Seals, Rubber Stamps 

• “Do-It-Yourself” ID Kits 

• Secured MasterCard at 2X Deoosit 






























































FREE 

WHOLESALE 

CATALOG 


Survive with CAV Gear: 

• Survival & Camping Gear 

• Shooting Accessories 

• GORE-TEX Outerwear 


MREs 

Water Purification 
Tools & Knives 
Uniforms 
Body Armor 
Navigation 


Blankets 
First Aid 
Night Vision 
Boots 
Flashlights 
Surplus 


For Your FREE 
Full-Color Catalog Call 

1-800-317-9455 


ir Sli Shop Online: 

uscav.com 


BULLETPROOF VEST 


FREE BROCHURE 


All the camo in the wood 


won't mask the sound 


of a twig snapping 


under a 


boot.. 


HEAR 


WHAT YOU CANT 


SEE 


This Class 11-A- 
Kevlar soft body \ DEALER PRICED 
armor will defeat the 
.45 ACP, .357 Mag.. 

9mm. 00 Buck and 
knife attack. Tested 
at the Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds by 
the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal. 

Front and back pro¬ 
tectors: $220. Side 
Panels: $45 per set. Trauma plate $35. Sizes S, M. L, XL. 

ALSO: Reloaded Ammunition: .38 spl. I58gr. FMJ 
$125/M, 9mm 115gr. FMJ $125/M. 40cal. 180 gr. FMJ 
$165/M, .45 ACP 230 gr. FMJ S165/M. Reloading since 1974. 

- SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: - 

M D C P n 1441 W. John St., Matthews, NC 28106 
I LU. Phone: (704) 847-8793 Fax (704) 847-4447 

■ =:!».- -= nm website: www.mpscomMny.c&ni 


Silver Greek 

I N D L S T F E S 

A Sound Advantage 

Wide range of sound amplifiers for hunting 
& surveillance 

1 - 800 - 533-3277 

P.O. Box 1988 Manitowoc, Wl 54221 


BECOME A PLUMBER! 

r L Home study. Learn about plumbing 

■ repairs, new installations, remodeling, and 
^ much more. For your free career liter¬ 
ature, send or call 24 hours a day. 

FREE LITERATURE: 800-2234542 


City/State_Zip_ 

The School of Plumbing, 430 Technology Pkwy. 
Dept. PLG171, PCDI, Norcross, Georgia 30092 


BE A GUN REPAIR EXPERT! 

Professional-level home 
study. Leam to repair hand- 
guns, rifles, and shotguns. 

Free literature: send or call today. 

CALL NOW: 800-223-4542 ^ ^ 


City/State_Zip_ 

The School of Gunsmtthing, Dept. GGG171 
PCDI, 430 Technology Parkway, Norcross, Georgia 30092 


M • O * R • O • VISIO N 

NIGHT VISION SPECIALIST SINCE 1991 


219 Broadway, Suite 307/SF, Laguna Beach, CA 92651 


WHEN CALLING 911 JUST WON'T DO. 


LRRP K-9 


L.A. LAW ENFORCERS 

209 W. Walnut - Yakima, WA 98902 

(509)457-9033 • Website: IqlawEnforcers.CPm 


www.morovision.com 


JUJL ni Litton made in 

mareii°“) \v us a 

ORDERS: 1-800-424-8222 

Info: 949-497-4683 • Fax: 949-497-1270 


U.S. MANVVACTUXED 

NIGHT VISION 


LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED! 

• Largest Selection in the USA! 

• Super Specials: Now Save uo to 40%! 

• industry Leader Since 1991! 

• 2-Year Warranty! 

• Iron-Clad Money-Back Guarantee! 


CAPITALIZE 
ON CRIME 


It Can 

1^4 . Pay HUGE 
Profits! 

Crime Prevention is a 
Multi-million Dollar Business! 
Lany Anderson OUR DEVICES SELL LIKE CRAZY! 

President 

We carry the best line of security sprays, stun guns, 
personal sound alarms, burglar alarms and much more. 
We specialize in offering the best security products at 
the very best wholesale prices. 

We can mt-Gt or beat, anry pr.ce or» the mirkeL 

^ 10% Pepper Sprays 


Key Chain Sprayer 

1 Retail $22.95 Retail $19.95 

iamj:-lF lb 25 _ 5dr.ple $4 25 _ 

Electronic Stun Guns 

Security Plus®. Security Plus 6 [ 

IOO,OOOVolt £*4 Mw 300,000Volt | 

Straight or Hn Curved Only 

Retail $69.95 jHLJB. Retail $1 39.95 
Sample $22.25 — 1111 —- Sample $45.95 [ 

Security Plus® 1d 0,000 Vo 11 Bacori * J 

Retail $129.95 
| Sample $43.95 

CALL OR WRITE TODAY^ 

We arc committed to your success. 

Crime does not wait , willyuid 'W t t 













































#1 WORLD SUPPLER 
BODY ARMOR 


MB EARN YOUR 
RADGE 

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 


SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 


H&K L:b^ u ij fcFS&i 

GfOeU, Florid 33061 


BE A PARALEGAL! 


Attorney-instructed home study course. 
Train now for one of America’s fastest grow¬ 
ing careers. Free literature: send or call. 


NIJ Certified 
and 

U.S. Gov. 
Approved 


City/State 


Zip_Phone ( ) _ 

School of Paralegal Studies, Dept. LLQ171 
PCDI, 430 Technology Pky., Norcross, GA 30092 


Outdoor Careers! 


Home study. Train for great careers in forestry, con¬ 
servation, wildlife, parks, ranges, preserves. Free 
career literature: send or call 24 hours a day. 

: i j Call Now: 800-223-4542 


MEN & WOMEN! 

Train at home for an exciting part 
or full-time career as a Private 
Detective. Start your own agency 
or work for others. Learn all the 
latest techniques from the 
experts. Taught by former mili¬ 
tary intelligence specialists, 
police and private detectives. 
The only course of its kind, the 
unique Global School of 
Investigation program will make 
you a PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 


COMPLETE LINE OF 

CONCEALABLE VESTS 

(IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT) 

FULL LINE OF 

TACTICAL 

BODY ARMOR 

For Armor Catalogue send $4.00 
or $15.00 for 1200 page complete set 

Inter-American 
Security Products, Inc. 

13615 S . Dixie Hwy., Suite 114-i 
Miami, Florida 33176-7252 
Ph.: (305) 256-0370 
FAX: (305) 235-0603 
E-Mail:interam@gate.net 
www.interamer.com 


City/Stata 


Zip_ Phone { ) _ 

The School of Conservation, Dept. NNG171 
PCDI, 430 Technology, Norcross, GA 30092 


MILITARY • TACTICAL • ADVENTURER 


BDUs • M65 Field Coats 
Combat & Automatic Knives 
Boots • Alice Packs 
Leather Jackets • T-Shirts 
And More 

7215 Kingston Pike 
Knoxville, TN 37919 

International Orders Welcomed 


TO BE TAKEN Orally. Best results, apply proper training. 

1. ATDC™ is used to dramatically increase 
testosterone levels up to 337%. Higher 
testosterone levels means faster, easier 
muscle growth. 

2 month cycle $29.95 

2. Boron is another product that has been 
used by serious body builders all over the 
world to raise testosterone levels up to 
300%. 

3 month cycle $14.95 

3. G.H.R.X. releases growth hormone in an 
abundance like no other. Extraordinary 
results are expected when combining 
testosterone enhancers like 1-2. 

60 Tabs $21.00 

4. L.S.C. Is a very potent product with a 
combination of sterols, aminos, electrolites 
and much more. This finishing product has 
been used to build muscle, strip away fat, 
and get a tremendous pump. 

60 Tabs $19.95 

PURCHASE PRODUCTS 1,2,3 and receive #4 
FREE! 

Get the ji-uLni.fT yi> the market. $65.90 


ORDER NOW!!! 1-800-275-7822 
MONEY BACH GUARANTEE! 


Write, fax or e-mail to request a com¬ 
prehensive list of available issues and 
quantity discounts. 

BACK ISSUE DEPT. 
OMEGA GROUP. LTD. 

5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5 
Boulder, CO 80303 
Fax: 303-444-5617 
e-mail: barbara@sofmag.com 

NEW! View detailed list of issues and 
order online www.sofmag.com 

Visa/MasterCard accepted 


AJbC m>il|i ryi lr ’.I. ■ !!■ , r Ji IIU SiFl (i—vi ■ 
llnrn Ii ..yi 1 .vM L‘i + ibiSfl 3hH -- uj»- 
iL KHJt ftC'f.L/j JO - tiE.LQ SSM 1 n 
LSD M TntU S 19.95 i-15 Q0S& H per bon* 

njy i i llh FREE $6590 + $1090 S&H 

ruin ki-iUbt n.iumh-MJI 
WdUHOijillJ c dan 23: 2=' . iC OC.L, U.D.anly 
Yas. 1 Mirij Iht □ FflEx catalog viilh ortST _ 


8762 Mourning Dove Lane 
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126 • USA 
£> safari@globaiadventures.com 
W* voice/fax: (303) 791-9959 


N TTf _ 

^rnp-rr 
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Phone: ( 

















































SOLDIER OF Fortune CLASSIFIEDS Get Results! Start getting your results at only $3 per word per insertion, $60 minimum. 
Prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% discount; or 12 months for 30% off- Repeat your same ad in another 
section for half price. “Dingbats” ( ✓, •; ■ ), bold words (other than first 3-4): $5.00/each extra. Computer word count of gram¬ 
matically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 = 3 words; 80306 and 303-449-3750, etc. each = 1 word; abbreviations such 
as Dl, SGT, 20mm = 1 word. No ads accepted by telephone. Ad copy must be typed. Include authorizing signature, mailing 
address, telephone or fax number (for our files). Mail classified ads with payment (check, wire transfer, money order or 
Visa/MC) to SOF, Attn: Classified Dept., 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. Phone: 303-449-3750; fax: 303- 
444-5617; e-mail: barbara@sofmag.com. 


NOTICE To ADVERTISERS: We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete or change any copy that we con¬ 
sider objectionable, false or in poor taste. It is our policy not to accept advertisements for personal services, including ‘will do any¬ 
thing’or'go anywhere’type ads. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee must send sample (non-returnable). 


1999 ADVERTISING DEADLINES 

ISSUE AD DEADLINE 

ON SALE DATE 

September 2 June 

27 July 

October 7 July 

31 August 

November 4 August 

28 September 

December 2 September 

26 October 


INFORMATION SERVICES 

Know who you are dealing with? 


Locate Telephone Number and Addres¬ 
ses, Identity Verification, Criminal 
Records Checks, Motor Vehicle 
Reports, Background Checks, Busi¬ 
ness Reports, Marriage and Death 
Records, More. Contact: 

JGS Inc. 

P.O. Box 120176, 

Staten Island, New York 10312-0176 
718-984-9012, Fax: 718-356-7256 


Cable TV Boxes 


Descramblers 


Absolutely the Lowest Prices! 

All Major Brands 

90-Day Money-back / 2-year Warranty 
Nobody Beats Our Prices Ever 
AAA Electronics • 1-888-929-8669 


Restaurant Quality 
Dehydrated Foods 


R31 


DON’T BE A VICTIM! 

100K VO LT STUN GUN 

Limited Time Offer - 

Order Today for only 
$34.95 and receive free 
keychain pepper spray! 

Plus free shipping! 
Send check or money order to: 
MCM Group, P.O. Box 16402, 
____ Fort Worth, TX 76162 

30-Day Money Back Guarantee /One Year Warranty 

ACT NOW WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! 



LOST DOCUMENTS REPLACED 


SEND $2.00 for 8-PAGE CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS / CERTIFICATES / MEDALS 
UNIVERSITY / COLLEGE / HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 

443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 


REGIMENTAL INSIGNIA & UJEAPONRV 
•SRS RRF BLRCK UJRTCH 
-PRRR *RM -CRMERONS 
•RSDG *RN GUARDS etc. 


J 45-Page Illustrated Import Catalog $6.00 

BRITISH REGRLIA IMPORTS 

Department-6 

P.O. Box 37 • Palm Harbor. FL 34683 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


■ A LESSER PEOPLE The book every American 
should read. "A LESSER PEOPLE offers useful 
insights to our country’s problems," -- Charlton 
Heston. $8.95 plus $2.00 S&H to: The Book, Box 
337, Denton, TX 76202. 

FIFTEEN, BLONDE, BEAUTIFUL, at war with the 
Bolsheviks - historical novel by Bert Byfield. Caravela 
Books S091, 134 Goodburlet Road, Henrietta, NY 
14467 http://users.aol.com/caravela99 

SHOCKING PLANS! 190+ Publications. 
Impossible to find underground info! Hacking, 
revenge, moneymaking and lots more. Very unusu¬ 
al stuff! Free catalog. TIC P.O. Box 876SF, Hurst, 
Texas 76053. www.theinformationcenter.com 


BUSHP/LOT WINGS 

BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send $9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 
Catalog with purchase - Allow 4-6 weeks 
http://www.bushwings.com 


BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR - 75-year tra¬ 
dition of quality book publishing, promotion, distrib¬ 
ution. “Author’s Guide to Subsidy Book Publishing" 
1-800-695-9599. 

FREE NEWSLETTER: Military/clA operative 
exposes New World Order. Black Helicopters, 
“Extraterrestrials/UFOs”. Books/tapes unavailable 
elsewhere on global conspiracies: 1-800-700-4024. 

MEN OF ACTION AND ADVENTURE - Paladin 
Press has been described as “the most dangerous 
press in America.” Millions of satisfied readers dis¬ 
agree. Outrageous and controversial books and 


=fk! J =MfJ I 


FORCES SKULL RING 

HANDCAST IN SOLID STERLING SILVER 


Only $89 i 35 
postpaid 


❖ Heavy ring, over 
1 ounce 

❖ Beautifutly toned 
and mirror polished 

❖ Also available in 
10K and 14K gold 
(prices on request) 

❖ Money-back 
guarantee 

❖ Give ring size 


Send orders to: Action Designs, R0. Box 8372, 
Pine Bluff, AR 71601 ❖ Phone: 870-534-5118 



videos on firearms, exotic weaponry, new identity, 
creative revenge, espionage and investigation, pri¬ 
vacy, personal freedom, action careers, and more! 
To order our 80-page catalog describing over 800 
titles, send $2.00 to: Paladin Press, Box 1307- 
8AQK, Boulder, CO 80306, (800) 392-2400, e-mail 
service@paladin-press.com. Visit our Web site at 
www.paladin-press.com. 


JUNE 1999 ^ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


77 



































DRIVER'S LICENSE 


808PENDED?J 1 

LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A LEGAL 
DRIVER'S LICENSE FAST AND EASY. 

NEW AND UNIOUE METHOD WORKS 
EVERYTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. 

FOR SOME VERY REVEALING INFORMATION! 
QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT. S6 
P.O. BOX 192. LINCOLN PARK,MICHIGAN 48146 „ 


DYSARTS WOLF KENNEL 


MacKENZIE VALLEY 
TIMBERWOLVES 


14 wolf -14 shep. cubs 
bred for protection, or 
% and up cubs. Have 
a true friend... own a 
wolf-shepherd. 

Brochure with 20 
photos -- $5.00 

CHARLES DYSART, JR 
BOX 597 Henrietta, NC 28076 

(828) 657-6220 (828) 657-9273 



Need NEW ID O 

CREDIT * PRIVACY • 


OUR BOOKS HELP YOU GET: New identity & credit. 
■Jobs in 48 hours. College degrees. ID by mail. 
■Cash income. Private loans. Foreign passports. 
FREE 40 pg. PRIVACY CATALOG: 800-338-8484 
EDEN PRESS’Box 8410-HB- Fountain Valley, CA 92728 


PHOTO /.P, CARDS 

Birth Certificates 
High School Diplomas 
College Degrees 
Trade School Diplomas 
Martial Arts Certificates 
Investigator, Security Certificates 
Marriage, Divorce Certificates 
Much More! 

Call Now! FREE BROCHURE! 
1-702-471-4444 
M.P.C. 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Government assassi¬ 
nation conspiracy exposed. Videocassettes, manu¬ 
scripts, photographs, books. Catalog: $3.00. COL¬ 
LECTOR’S ARCHIVES; Box 2, Beaconsfield, 
Quebec. H9W 5T6 CANADA 

• SOLDIER OF FORTUNE RUSSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for researchers, military and intel¬ 
ligence professionals. Printed in Russian only. $5.00 
each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $10 for Priority Mail. 
SOF Back issues, 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, 
Boulder, CO 80303-1340. WWW.SOFMAG.COM 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND MILITARY 
MANUALS. Combat Skills, Weapons, Tactics, 
NBC, more. Catalog $5.00. IIPD/ACCP, Box 1237, 
Alpine, TX 79830 


COLLECTORS 


1940’s DODGE 4WD, 2 ton Military Truck. Front 
winch missing. Excellent running condition. Red 
paint over O.D. Exact use unknown, fax/phone, 
308-337-2383, e-mail, booe@navix.net 


FS BOOK COMPANY. ^ 

P.O. BOX 417457, DEPT SF 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95841-7457 
Free Shipping! Fast Service! 


How to Get Anything on Anybody*.$30 

The Whole Spy Catalog*.....$45 

Divorce Tactics for Men.$20 

The Anarchist Cookbook. $30 


Get Even: Complete Book of Dirty Tricks $20 
Homemade Guns & Homemade Ammo... $15 
The Poor Man’s James Bond #r, of #2'..$30 
Ragnar’s Book of Homemade Weapons*.£25 

Shadowing and Surveillance.$17 

Privacy, How to Get It, How to Enjoy It.... $13 

Secrets of a Super Hacker.__. 520 

Counterfeit M&de Easy... $16 

The Rip-off Book u .$15 New ID In Amerlcar..$17 
The Outlaw’s Bible.. $20 The Paper Trip I. $17 
Reborn in The U.S.A..$16 Armed Defense.$17 
Ditching Your Debts...$15 I.D. By Mail.... $20 
How to Buy Land Cheap.$15 Silent Death.$17 
WE SPECIALIZE IN DRUG EDUCATION BOOKS 
MANY CENSORED TITLES WE CAN'T USTi 

FAX 1 -916-771 -4501 FS Catalog.$2 

Adults Only! CA Res. Add 7.75% 
Air Mail Delivery Add $3 Per Book (USA), 
Canada Add $5, Europe Add $10, Per Book. 
*DOUBLE THE SHIPPING ON THIS TITLE. 
Alt Orders Are Shipped In A Plain Package. 
$3 Pro. Fee On Credit Card Orders. 
Credit Card Orders 1-800-635-8883 
Customer Service 1-916-771-4203 
http://www.fsbookco.com 


SERVING YOU SINCE 1985 



NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 

FAMILY RECREATION 

Publications • Videos 

$3 for details: 

LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 66126S, Los Angeles, CA 90066 


ATTENTION: Very extensive historical collec¬ 
tion! World War II - German private collection for 
sale. Orders, decorations, awards, daggers, bayo¬ 
nets, helmets, caps, uniforms, etc. Total 1,250 
pieces, appraised at over $500,000. Contact: 011- 
49-241 -9108-564 (Germany, Fax & Phone) 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. 

Regimental insignia and accessories of elite 
Regiments; including SAS; Paratroops; Royal 
Marines; Black Watch; Guards, etc. 45-page illus¬ 
trated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH REGALIA 
IMPORTS, Department 6A, PO Box 37, Palm 
Harbor, FL 34682. 

MILITARY COLLECTIBLES CATALOG 1900 TO 
PRESENT, LEE-JACKSON MILITARIA, P.O. Box 
8663, San Jose, CA 95155. Call 408-295-1136 or 
fax 408-288-6350 (mailing charges: foreign $8.00, 
domestic $5.00) credit cards accepted, U. S. 
Militaria wanted! LJMILITARY@AOL.COM 

✓ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES ARE 

available. Most years/issues still in stock. Only $5 
each includes domestic S&H. Write, fax or e-mail 
to request a comprehensive list. SOF Back 
Issues, 5735 Arapahoe, Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 
80303. Fax: 303-444-5617; e-mail: barbara@ sof- 
mag.com. New! Order online: descriptions of all 
back issues available at WWW.SOFMAG.COM 




MODELS 17-19-20-21 -22-23-24-25-31 -32-34-35 


Does NOT permanently alter pistol or interfere with magazine 
insertion or ejection. Improves the look & feel of the GLOCK. 

DEPT. APPROVED & CARRIED ON DUTY BY POLICE 
ACROSS THE U.S.A. ORDER NOW AT ONLY 

VISA, M/C, $ 3.00 plus $1.25 shpng/hndlng 

AMEX DISC (foreign orders $10 cert. U.S.) 

call 570-669-7027 (orders onlvl Mon to Sat 9am-11pm EST 
Or mail check or monev order to: 

O.W.L. ENTERPRISES,' Box 146, Nesquehoning. PA 18240 


V- Mhh i 


\ 


“THE PLUG" Installs or 
removes in a second on 


From DIRT DUST GRIT 
RAIN SNOW SNAGS etc. 
entering the hollow 
backstrap that is open 
ALL THE WAY to the 


pistol’s internal action!! 


SURVIVAL 
TECH i, 


DO IT YOURSELF 
FOOD STORAGE 

• MYLAR BAGS 

• BAG SEALERS 

• OXYGEN ABSORBERS 

• DESSICANT BAGS 


• BAYGEN • STARLIGHT 
• ALCO-BRITE • AQUA RAIN 


www.survival-tech.com 
1 - 800 - 445 - 3453 


VIETNAM WAR INSIGNIA and Uniform List. I mail 
a list of Vietnam War Militaria four times per year. 
Lists subscriptions are $20.00 per year. Insignia are 
pictured so you know what you are buying. I always 
have a nice collection of original patches, insignia, 
books, maps, uniforms, field gear etc. Both U.S. 
and VC/NVA. I also buy singles and collections of 
Vietnam War souvenirs. 100% guarantee from me. 
Buy with confidence. BILL BROOKS, P.O. Box 
230832. Montgomery, AL 36123; www.brooksmili- 
taria.com 


EDUCATION 



□ 


TERMPAPER assistance. 19,278 topics available! 
306-Page catalog-rush $2.00. Research, 11322 
Idaho, #206EX, Los Angeles 90025. TOLL-FREE 
HOTLINE: 800-351-0222 or www.research-assis- 
tance.com 


EMPLOYMENT 



O 


OFFSHORE EMPLOYMENT: Good Pay! 
Adventure! Skilled, unskilled jobs still available 
worldwide with drilling and maritime contractors. 
Informative report lists employers and contacts 
plus “Getting Started”. $15.00 postpaid, Check or 
M.O. to VADEN, P.O. Box 2551, Dunnellon, FL 
34432 

CAREERS IN SPECIALIZED SECURITY! Guide to 
gainful employment in Nuclear/Tactical Strike 
Security, Executive Protection/Maritime Security 
Fields. Send: $16.00 to Enterprising Securities, 
3336 Montreal Station, Tucker, GA 30084 
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CABLE DESCRAMBLER 
KIT — $14.95 

See all the premium and 
pay-per-view channels. 

Why pay hundreds more? 
800-752-1389 




Built to last 

Spring 
Invento,. 
Sale 


SAVE ON SELECT SIZES 

• America’s #1 Arch-Type Manufacturer 25X34 " 30X46 

• 20 Year Warranty 

• Easy Financing Available 

• Easy Do-It-Yourself Construction 

• Free 16 P:se Bfodiure 5 7EE .JiilaS7ER S 


4 0X56’50X116 


Call Today I 800 526-1 no 


CHECK IT HUT! 

SOF’s all-new, 
updated, upgraded, 
redesigned website 

WWW.SOFMAC.COM 


LOW PROFILE JOBS: Get lost in America. Small 
towns. Remote, etc. Information $3.00 to; J.O.B.S. 
Box 62101-317, Houston, Texas, 77205 

BOUNTY HUNTER INTERNATIONAL member- 
ship coin. Engraved with your name. $20.00 ppd. 
Check to; Jack Martin, Box 6081, Venice, Florida, 
34292. 


F1NAMCIAL 


MONEY AVAILABLE NOW! Let the Government 
Finance your business idea. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. We have the answers! Call Toll Free; 
1-800-226-3601, Extension BF7770. 


INVESTIGATION 


WORLDWIDE LOCATORS reveal how anyone can 
legally determine the name and identity behind any 
telephone number, anywhere! (Cellular/Beeper/800 
/Listed/Unlisted/Non-Publish ed/Private). 
Confidential. Affordable. Results Guaranteed! 
$10.00 to PhoneTech, PO Box 7503 Talleyville, DE 
19803, http//www.phonetech.com 

GETTHE INFORMATION WE SELLTOTHE GOV- 
ERNMENT on you or anybody. Never before 
released to the public. Complete background. 
Billions of records searched. Immediate response. 
Send subjects name, address or SSN. $29.00 to 
North American Information, P.O. Box 8035 Joplin, 
MO 64802 


mm 


BAYONETS 


COLD STEEL Spyderco, Gerber, SOG, 
Benchmade, Smith & Wesson and more. Huge dis¬ 
counts! Free list. KNIVES PLUS MAIL ORDER, 
(800) 687-6202 

COMBAT KNIVES, Swords, Daggers and more. 
For a full color catalog send $5 (refundable with 
first purchase) to; MILLENNIUM FORCE CORP, 
PO Box 23520, Oakland Park, FL 33307, 
www.myfreeoffice.com/millenniumforce/index.html 


GET THE MOST 
DANGEROUS BOOK 
IN THE WORLD!! 

The International Underground Directory lists the insider 
sources for • Anonymous bank accounts, credit cards * 
Cheap surveillance gear • Legal second passports • 
Equipment to open locks in under seven seconds, plus 
master keys for cars • Free phone-calls • Self defence 
gadgets • Smart nutrients • Computer viruses that will 
destroy your enemies in seconds • Controversial 
underground/financial magazines, you won’t find these 
advertised * A new identity • Speed trap detectors • ID 
papers • Anonymous mobile phones • Discover the 
secrets on computer hacking, banking, credit card & 
ATM scams & other frauds • Network with freedom 
minded folk • Find out about insider privacy secrets and 
become free * Plus much, much more. 

"Your directory was a goldmine of essential information. 

I loved itr Lt Lawrence Frego, Florida. 

30 DAY NO-RISK MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

Send check, MO, cash for $24.99 including shipping, nor¬ 
mally $60.00 made payable to Megastep, 4951 Netarts 
Highway West, Dept. 2134/S5, Tillamook, OR 97141, USA 
SOLD STRICTLY FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY. MISUSE MAY BE ILLEGAL. 


FBESSSM COUNTRY 



20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 
FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
“Video Available” 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 
210 Milwaukee Street, Dept S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 — (406) 846-1000_ 


MILITARY EVENTS, 

AIR SHOWS & REUNIONS 


• Attention Military, Veterans: SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE wilt run a 30-word notice here for one 
month, half price, for any legitimate reunion, mili¬ 
tary base open-house, air show, battle re-enact¬ 
ment, firepower demonstration or similar military 
event. Non-commercial events only; standard rate 
applies to for-profit events. WWW.SOFMAO.COM 


MISCELLANEOUS 


f REMEMBER THE FALLEN. Beautiful 8X10color 
photographs depicting where you or a loved one 
served in the military. Send $15 to Wiseman PO 
Box 528 Mt. Dora, Florida, 32756. include, Who, 
What, Where, When, etc. rew@cde.com, 
(http ://war maps, homepad.com) 

HIGH EXPLOSIVE AIRGUN PELLETS: Any cal- 
iber. Make your own. Fast and easy instructions. 
Send $8.00 to: Tracerpeilets, PO Box 84, 
Clarksburg, MD, 20871 

VIETNAM ERA HUMOR by 'former Green Beret, 
Preston Ransone. 3 hours on audio cassette. Send 
$15.95 to “War Surplus”, Box 1331, Lawrence, KS 
66044. http://members.aol.com/WarSurplus/asol- 
diershumor.html. 

MINE, GRENADE & FIREARMS POSTERS: 50+ 

set; single posters and poster books available. 
Securesearch, Inc., 3500 Pharmacy, U-4, Toronto, 
ON., Canada MlW 2T6. (1-416) 492-5349, Fax: 
(1-416) 492-3656 


Y2K PRODUCTS 


* MRE’S (USGI) \v/ heaters $70/12 + shipping 

MILLENNIUM BEAN MIXES 

* One man month in a stackable bucket 

• Choose Millennium Bean, Pea, Rice, Chili, 

* or Minestrone. $40/60 servings 

• 3600 Calorie Food Bars $65/12 

• MRE Chocolate Brownies $100/100 

* MRE Wheat Snack Bread $60/80 

• MRE Poundcakes $75/100 Assorted 

Catalog $2 Survival Checklist $5 
PONDEROSA SPORTS & MERCANTILE 
6854 Highway 55 208-793-3121 
_Horseshoe Bend, Idaho 83629_ 



READY FOR Y2K? Learn to build bazookas. 
Send $8.00: Calogero Croce, Bowling Green 
Station, PO Box 709, New York, N.Y. 10274-0709. 
Informational Purpose Only 

GENUINE BULLTALLYWACKER - Walking canes 
with new lead loaded copper foot. Serves as a 
defensive weapon. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
$49.95 prepaid. 1-800-345-2533 

CELTIC AND NORDIC MERCHANDISE Send $1 
for catalog to: Runic, PO Box 919 Stn. K, Toronto, 
Ontario, M4P 2H2, Canada. 

INTERNET SECRETS: Learn to take control of 
another computer over the internet! 1-900-407- 
2020 ext. 7164. $2.99 per minute. Must be 18 
years, serv-u 619-645-8434 

SECURITY SYSTEMS - How to Buy, What to Look 
For, Send $2.00 for brochure T.A.C., Inc. PO Box 
282, Canton, MS, 39046, 601-859-7910 
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PANTHER" BULL CLASSIC 



LEATHERWOOD 

ART II 
Sniper Scopes V VJ . 



P A N T H E B 



13983 Industry Avenue 
- Becker, MN 55308 
PHONE 1-612-261-5600 
^ FAX 1-612-261-5599 
r www.dpmsinc.com 
e-mail: dpmslnc@aol.com 
Business Hours: 

M-F 8 a.m. to 5:00 pm Central Time 


visit our website 


UNS 

Catalog $2 Refundable 
MAXSELL C0RP * (954) 568-1480 
P.O. BOX Z3021 • FT. LAUD, FL 33307 


SfSS 


Amazing one-of-a-kind home 
study course tells all! Want 
a life of intrigue, excitement, 
adventure?! Quickly leam from 
the experts: 

1 How To Earn $100,000 A Year As Your Own Boss! 
1 How To Conduct All Types Of Private Investigations, 
Skiptracing & Surveillance! 

* How To Start Your Own Private Detective Agency! 
» How To Work From Home, Part-Time or FullTime! 

1 No Experience Necessary. No Investment Required! 


state: approvi-. n 

WBESm 


Located in the Entertainment Capito 
Of the World! 


UNITED STATES ACADEMY 
| OF PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 
P.O. BOX 2133 (SF) 
BEVERLY HILLS, CA 9021 


AN ALTERNATIVE IDENTITY: Drivers License (All 
States), Birth Certificate, Credit and more. 
Confidential Free Information, 1-800-775-0712 Ext. 
5609, 24 hours. 

CABLE TV DESCRAMBLERS CONVERTERS 
AND ACCESSORIES for all systems. Friendly, 
knowledgeable service. Free catalog and all products 
guaranteed. Lonewolf Electronics 1 -888-775-7997. 

AR15/M16 OWNERS - you need our FREE sales 
flyer! Call 702-650-8576. 24 hrs. 

LYME DISEASE treatment endorsed by The 
National Foundation for Alternative Medicine. 
Antibiotics don’t work. We pioneered chemical 
detox treatments. BMP Resources, Inc. New 
Orieans-Cosumel (504) 522-6599. www.bmpre- 
sources.com 

50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, 
Travel, Political, Vietnam, Nevis, Roswell, 
Anyplace! 7700 Air Photos. Catalog $4.00 
(refundable). MONARCH, Box 42003-203F, 
Phoenix, AZ 85080 


PRIVATE EYEl 


Team Delta is looking 
for a few good 
Prisoners 

REALISTIC 

MILITARY EXPERIENCES 

Team Delta is an elite unit of 

former special forces, military jjS 

intelligence and military police 

personnel who take pride in J|My 

providing participants with yw 

intensely realistic military !£*/ wu 

experiences. 

■ POW Interrogation (SERE) Va 

■ Interrogator Training JA \ 

■ Basic Training/Boot Camp 

■ War Games/Battle Tactics 

A Group Rates Available 

T EAM 1530 Locust St, Ste 220SF 
QE LTA Philadelphia, PA 19102 
fc fc R info@teamdelta.net 

TOLL FREE 1-877-55 DELTA 
http://www.teamdelta.net 


• HAT PINS • MEDALS • 


FREE COLOR CATALOG 

2500+ Military Designs 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 


HONORS 

by Hoover’s Mfg. s Co. 

P.O.Box 547SF, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 


PREPAREDNESS 


TAX DEDUCTIBLE FOOD STORAGE! Be pre¬ 
pared: Emergencies- Camping- Survival. Be pre¬ 
pared and save up to $500 at the same time! Call 
1-800-824-5960 for details, ordering wholesale info. 

Y2K. NEW DIESEL GENERATORS Best Quality/ 
Prices Guaranteed or We Pay You $10,000/5kw- 
2295/8kw-2795/10kw-3095/12kw-3395/15kw- 
3795Avww.y2kwakeup.eom/1 -888-311-1947/1 -770- 
216-1534 

ARE YOU PREPARED? Did you know, that you 
can dry pack food into BAGS instead of cans? 
We have a unique system that has several 
advantages over dry packing in cans. Our prod¬ 
ucts are durable, safe and economical for home 
use. We have your dry pack system supplies 
readily available to ship; dry pack sealers, bags, 
oxygen absorbers, etc... For more information 
contact us at our Hotline: 801-978-3656, website: 
www.drypak.com or e-mail us at: 
info@drypak.com. 

Y2K SURVIVAL BACKPACK - Everything you 
need in a moments noticel Send $2.00 for brochure 
T.A.C., INC. P.O. Box 282 Canton, MS 39046, 601- 
859-7910 


w U.S. GOVERNMENTJLAND 


Federally owned land currently available in AK, AZ, AR, CA. 
CO, ID, MT, NV, NM. OR, UT, WA, WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per 
person. For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or 
money order to FEDERAL LAND CO., Dept L, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009 (Note: this is not homestead¬ 
ing—lands are sold outright) M0NEY8ACK GUARANTEE 1 


WORLD'S LARGEST 
SURPLUS MARKET 

for used military vehicles: 

jeeps, tanks, HMMWVs, 

military trucks, more. fjjp|||| ||||3§ 

100’s of ads, tech tips, - 1 * 

how-to, articles, event 

listings, much more! t 




MILITARY KV5) VEHICLES 


1 year (six BIG 100+ page issues) 
USA $18, Canada $28, (Sample $5) 
12-L2 Indianheod, Morristown, NJ 07960 


f e a DETECTIVE 

Explore a secret world! Fascinating g ~ 
new career.Experience a new 
adventure every day. 

Dynamic home stuay course. 

Diploma, Badge. State approved. 

FREE DETECTIVE CAREER KIT 

1 - 800 - 742-9007 u.301 

DETECTIVE TRAINING Box 909 • San Juan Capo, CA 92693 


■ Did this get your attention? It’s a "Dingbat." 
So are ✓ and #. Add them to your SOF classi¬ 
fied ad for $5/each. 

STORM SHELTERS - storage, tornadoes, pre¬ 
paredness. Lightweight, durable polymer. <pys- 
ber.com/biz/thehive> 530-272-4574. $1,749 plus 
shipping. Made in Indiana. thehive@JPSnet.com. 

■ GET READY FOR Y2K WITH the longest exten- 
sion cord in the world! No noise. No pollution. Uses 
sun, wind, water to provide AC/DC power. Many 
uses in remote locations. Portable, shippable. 
UL,CSA listed. Area , privy, dock and trail lighting 
also available. Colorado Solar Design, Inc.. 303- 
420-5042 


REAL ESTATE 


LAKE OF THE OZARKS, MISSOURI 40 to 690 

acre ranch. Springs. Creeks, Woods. Pasture. Deer 
Turkey. Seclusion. Defensible. From $950 per acre. 
Terms. 573-346-6364. Brownell@LakePC.com 

REMOTE ALASKA SURVIVALIST/Militia Head- 
quarters and Training Camp. Surrounded by lake 
and public land - http: //www.AlaskaMall.com/ 
Viapan - FAX 1-907-583-2162 


REMAILING SERVICES 


✓ COMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL MAIL RECEIV¬ 
ING/FORWARDING, street address in Income Tax 
Free Florida. Remaiis, Fax receiving/ sending. 
Wilton Manors Postal 52 W. Oakland Park Blvd,, 
Suite SOF, Wilton Manors, FL, 33311-2520 


TRAINING 


CUT THE COST OF TRAINING AIDS. Send 
S.A.S.E. to Arcane Enterprises, Dept. A, PO Box 
621, Clarkston, Ml 48347 for details 
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LAST CHANCE HIDE-AWAY by MAXSELL 


THIS SECRET COMPARTMENT CLOCK MAY SAVE YOUR LIFE! 

| Secret compartment wall clock swings open for instant access 
to your handgun, cash, jewelry, medication. All out of the reach of 
children and hidden from burglars. Battery powered quartz clock. 


Technical Surveillance, Counter-Intelligence, 
Career Development, Armorers Courses/Training. 
Call Enterprising Securities (770) 723-0773 or 
www.enterprisingsecurities.com 

■ Did this get your attention? It’s a "Dingbat." So 
are*/ and #. Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $ 5/each. 


WANTED 


WANTED: SAS other HRU’S. Defense tactical 
videos. Write: CJ, PO Box 2669, Port Angeles, WA, 
98362-0331 

WANTED - Executive Protection Professionals. 
International Networking for contacts and employ¬ 
ment. Send $20.00 for infopak to: BASECA, P.O. 
Box 646, Essex Fells, N.J. 07021. 

BOUNTY HUNTERS - SKIPTRACERS WANTED, 

100K plus annually. Training, networking, national 
association, www.bountyhunt.com Details 210- 
690-7790. 


The Amazing Catalog Of: 

Restricted 

Devices, Books, Videos 
& Adult Comics! 

Thousands of “Underground” devices including: 

Drug Education Books,Telephone Recording Devices, Restricted 
Potions & Powders, Digital Voice Changers, New ID & Credit 
Publications. Death & Weird Videos, Adult Graphic Novels & 
Comics, Lock Picking Tools, High Tech Video Systems. Explosive 
& Munitions Manuals, Revenge Books plus much more! 

| Catalog Only $3.00 | SendF °'W s Today' 

UNDERGROUND 

RO. Box 54400 • Dept SOI^-r^^-t? 
Phoenix, AZ 85078-4400 > eeteve^' 5 J> 
mm underaroundmalL com 1 


CALL TOLL FREE: 1(888)588-0123 


WEBSITES 


FOR ONLY $25/month you can list your Website 
or Internet URL + 10 words right here. This is a 
great way to get out the word on your site! 

WIRE FOOD RATIONS: Perfect for Y2K! Fresh, 
taste great! http://www.eatrations.com 

THE PARACLETE Award winning short film. 
SEALs, Kung-Fu, music, more! www.blackrivermili- 
taria.com/paraclete.html 

ANYTHING ON ANYBODY underground sources. 
Now available to the public! www.nainfo.com 
<http://www.nainfo.com> 


H AUTHENTIC m 

PRISON 

Uniforms • Restraints ■ Jail Cells 


BERT BYFIELD novels, current events, politics- 
check out Caravela Books http://users.aol.com/car- 
avela99 

Y2K: WATER STORAGE BARRELS, Hand 
Pumps, Grain Mills, Wheat. 1-800-705-3479. 
www.wheatandgrain.com 



Visit Our Web Site. 
http://www.maxsetl.com if 
SECURE ONLINE ORDERING 

White Molded Plastic $29,95 * Faux Brownstone or Greystone Texture $39.1 

(Add $4 UPS-No PO Box) Check, M.O., MasterCard, Visa, Discover, AMEX I 


MAXSELL COUP • P.O. BOX 23021 • IT. LAUD, U 33307 • (954) 568-1480 


MARITIME SECURITY and Executive Protection, 


Uniforms: 

Genuine Inmate Uniforms -Both Jump 
Suits & Shirts/Trousers. Prison Orange 
& Chain Gang Black And White Stripes 

Restraints: 

Steel Restraints Including Handcuffs, Leg 
Irons, Belly Chains, Transport Chains. Also 
Old-time Chain Gang Irons & Specialized 
Corrections Restraint Systems 

Jail Cells: 

Bars, Cell Door, Combination Toilet/Sink, 
Etc. PX:Direct can install or we will supply 
the materials and you do the installation. 

Send $8 For Color Catalog Or Visit 
our Website At httpi/fwww.pxdirectcom 
Master Card & Visa Accepted 

i i i i i i i i i 
PX: DIRECT 
I I I I I I IT I 

1530 Locust St., Ste. 220SF, Philadelphia, PA 19102 
215.735.5565 * email: pxdirect@aol.com 
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- by lames L. Pate 

Windy City’s Anti-Gunners Gush Hot Air 


T he newest darling of the anti-gun movement is Tom Diaz, a 
“senior policy analyst” and ersatz-academic at the 
Violence Policy Center in Washington, D.C. This goof- 
ball’s latest bugaboo is the laser site. Diaz was trotted out 
for a January dog-and-pony press conference in Chicago 
by U.S. Rep. Rod Blagojevich, who wants to outlaw pri¬ 
vate ownership of the targeting devices. 

The choice of Diaz, and the location of Chicago, are not coin¬ 
cidental. It is just one of the latest media events in an orchestrat¬ 
ed gun control gambit to restrict the access of law-abiding citi¬ 
zens to firearms by trying to financially bury gun manufacturers 
with a blizzard of lawsuits. 

Along with New Orleans, Chicago has spearheaded a nation¬ 
al effort to use judicial tyranny to accomplish what the gun con¬ 
trol movement has been unable to do through legitimate legisla¬ 
tive means: Get rid of guns. The ploy is to bankrupt manufactur¬ 
ers with crushing legal bills from defending scores of lawsuits in 
so many jurisdictions simultaneously. Their theory is that, even 
if they don’t win their cases, they win their war against the 
Second Amendment. 

Diaz is author of Making a Killing: The Business of Guns in 
America , an emotionally charged, but factually starved, argu¬ 
ment that gun manufacturers are callous merchants of death who 
will stop at nothing to push their products, all at the expense of 
public safety. Laser sites are but one example Diaz uses in trying 
to convince readers that greedy gunmakers are designing more 
“lethal” products. 

Diaz conveniently ignores established facts that contradict his 
thesis, and fails to provide hard data to advance his own argument. 
He criticizes laser sites for enhancing accuracy, but doesn’t make 
the connection that more accurate guns are safer guns. He ignores 
the fact that Chicago — whiph has some of the most restrictive gun 
control laws in the nation — also is the U.S. murder capital. Nor 
does he tell the reader that statistics prove that, among the 43 states 
allowing concealed handguns, those states issuing the most permits 
have had the largest drop in violent crime. 

Instead, Diaz makes personal attacks on rock star Ted 
Nugent, a National Rifle Association board member, and movie 
star Charlton Heston, the NRA’s president. He attacks Bill 
Ruger, whose company is one the nation’s largest firearms man¬ 
ufacturers, as some sort of ruthless robber baron, but all the 
reader really learns is that Ruger belongs to a couple of nice 
country clubs. 

Diaz criticizes Ruger and other gunmakers for what Diaz 
seems to think are unreasonable profits, but he doesn’t tell the 
reader how much those profits are. (Securities and Exchange 
Commission filings show Ruger’s company, with a work force of 
1,900, made $25 million in 1998, not just from guns, but from all 
its sporting equipment. Ruger isn’t exactly a Rockefeller or a 
Kennedy.) 

Pseudo-intellectuals, like Diaz and all gun control advocates. 


are pandering fairy tales to a gullible, frightened and easily 
manipulated public. 

If the mainstream news media were not so biased on the issue, 
they would spread more ink and provide more air time on real 
scholarship, such as John R. Lott’s seminal work, More Guns, 
Less Crime: Understanding Crime and Gun Control. Sadly, 
Diaz and his ilk are less interested in understanding than the 
advancement of their political agenda. 

Lott is a professor of law and economics at the University of 
Chicago. His appearance at the Chicago press conference would 
have been much more informative, not to mention less expen¬ 
sive, than jetting in Diaz from Disneyland-on-the-Potomac. 

Lott doesn’t ignore the fact that guns are used in crime. To the 
contrary, he tells us that firearms were used in 450,000 crimes, 
including 10,744 murders, in 1996. But he also includes tells us 
that “Americans use guns defensively over 2 million times a 
year, and 98 percent of the time, merely brandishing the weapon 
is sufficient to stop an attack.” 

Instead of vaguely defined implications that are based on 
heart-wrenching anecdotes about the tragedy of children 
involved in gun accidents, Lott tells us that 30 children under 5 
and 200 under 15 died in accidental shootings in 1996. Unlike 
Diaz, however, Lott provides context and perspective. 

“With 80 million people owning 200 million to 240 million 
guns, accidental deaths from guns are far less likely than those 
resulting from many other consumer products,” Lott wrote 
recently in The Washington Times. “Children die at much higher 
rates from pools, bicycles, residential fires and cars. More chil¬ 
dren under the age of 5 die from fires they start with cigarette 
lighters ... than from all accidental gunshots. Even accidental 
drownings in five-gallon buckets surpassed accidental gun 
deaths” of children in 1996. 

The intellectual cant of the Diaz book tilts from shoddy to 
sleazy when he rails against sport shooting programs designed to 
educate children on gun safety — and then describes anyone 
advocating the positive aspects of private gun ownership as 
“racist.” 

Try that argument on poor blacks who live in Chicago’s 
crime-ridden public housing projects and who, under strict 
guidelines implemented by the Clinton administration, are for¬ 
bidden as public housing clients from owning guns to defend 
themselves from the social predators from whom liberal social 
engineers can’t — and won’t — protect them. 

Cops don’t get there until it’s too late and, sadly, in Chicago, 
it is corrupt cops who sometimes sell criminals the guns with 
which they prey upon poor minorities, according to an ongoing 
federal investigation into police corruption (see “Vice and 
Valor;” SOF, April 99). 

Public debate needs fewer emotional heat-seeking bombs 
like Diaz’s book and more intellectual light like that offered by 
Lott. X 
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